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TO       THE 

MERCHANTS,     TRADERS, 

AND 

MANUFACTURERS, 

o  P 
GREAT      BRITAIN, 


ABOUT  the  year  1749,  an  effort  was 
made  by  the  late  Arthur  Dobbs, 
Efq.  and  feveral  other  patriotic  gentlemen, 
to  lay  open  the  trade  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  fo 
that  the  people  of  thefe  kirigdoms  at  large 
might  partake  of  it.  Application  was  accord- 
ingly made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  and 
during  the  investigation  of  the  bufinefs*  many 
petitions  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe  from 
the  trading  part  of  the  nation^  praying  that 
the  exclufive  right,  held  by  charter,  by  th& 
Company,  might  be  annihilated*  The  at- 
A  tempt 
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tempt,  however,  was  not  crowned  with  the 
fuccefs  it  deferved.  The  intereft  of  the  Com- 
pany unfortunately  prevailed,  and  they  have 
ever  fince  remained  in  quiet  poffemon  of  their 
extenfive  territories,  to  the  great  injury  of 
this  country,  its  trade,  and  manufactures. 

To  make  good  this  aflertion,  I  humbly 
fubmit  the  following  fheets  to  the  public,- 
and  mall  efteem  myfelf  happy,  if  my  endea- 
vours to  promote  the  general  good,  by  point- 
ing out  an  avenue  to  national  advantage, 
which  has  too  long  been  engroffed  by  an  in- 
jurious monopoly,  mail  procure  for  me  their 
patronage,  a*id  be  the  means  of  remedying 
the  evils  I  have  thus  made  known. 

EDWARD    UMFREVILLE. 

lOKB0'N,  j¥N2    I^th,    1789. 
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Prefatory  Advertifement, 


IN  the  year  177!,  1  entered  into  the fervice 
of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company*  in  thi 
capacity  of  writer*  at  the  Salary  of  fifteen 
pounds  a  year;  and  continued  in  that  employ 
eleven  years.  But  two  of  their  principal  fet- 
tlements  being  taken  by  the  French  in  1782* 
when  I  was  made  prifoner,  and,  upon  their 
reiteration  to  the  Company,  fome  difagres- 
ment  arifing  in  point  of  falary,  I  quitted  their 
fervice. 

Being  thus  difeiigaged,  in  April  1783,  I 
made  a  voyage  to  Quebec,  with  a  view  of  ac- 
quiring a  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which, 
the  Fur  trade  was  carried  on  from  that  quarter* 
and  here  I  remained  for  four  years ;  during 
which  time  I  made  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
And  the  trade  of  it,  my  peculiar  ftudy. 

By  fo  long  a  refidence  in  that  part  of  the 

Hyorld,  I  flatter  myfelf  I  am,  in  a  great  mea- 

A  a  fore, 
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fore,  acquainted  with  every  interefting  parti- 
cular relative  to  it;  and  mall  lay  them  before 
the  public  with  that  truth  and  impartiality 
which  ought  to  guide  the  pen  of  every  perfon 
who  attempts  to  inform. 

Of  all  the  authors  who  have  wrote  on  this 
extenfive  country,  few  have  given  a  juft  and  dif- 
interefted  account  of  it.    Some  feem  to  be  actu- 
ated by  prejudice,  whilft  others,  either  through 
want  of  good  information,  or  a  proper  know- 
ledge of  the  fubjecV  have  led  their  readers 
into  error,  by  mifreprefentation.    Among  the 
belt  writers,  we  muft  rank  Ellis  and  Robfon; 
the  former  as  a  philofopher,  and  ingenious 
reafoner ;  the  latter  as  a  candid,  true,  and  impar- 
tial writer,  and  who,  by  having  refided  in  the 
country,  obtained  a  fund  of  knowledge  of  his 
fubjed  which  enabled  him  to  inform  with 
confidence.  For  my  part,  I  mall  only  attempt 
to  lay  before  the  public  fuch  particulars  as 
the  above  authors  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of,  and  this  I  mall 
do  in  a  plain  anadorned   manner,   humbly 
trailing  that  it  will  be  read  with  candour, 
and  animadverted  on  with  good  nature. 

Th« 
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The  geographical  part  of  my  fubjed  I 
£hall  touch  very  lightly  on,  as  the  extent  of 
the  country  and  its  boundaries  are  fufficiently 
known.  My  intention  is  to  exhibit  to  the 
world  the  value  of  the  fettlements  under  con- 
sideration, and  how  far  they  are  capable  of 
improvement;  pointing  out  at  the  fame  time, 
the  deftrucflive  effe&s  of  a  baneful  monopoly, 
which  has  fubfifted  ever  fince  the  year  1670. 

It  is  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  Hudfon^ 
Bay  Company,  and  they  have  never  been  able 
to  wipe  off  thofe  fevere  cenfures  and  accufa- 
tioiiSj  which  all  the  writers  on  this  country 
have  fo  juftly  fixed  on  them,  upon  account  of 
it,  that  they  do  not  augment  and  make  a 
greater  national  advantage  of  their  trade,  as 
it  is  capabable  of  fo  much  improvement.  At 
a  time  when  the  defection  of  our  America^ 
colonies,  has  put  a  flop  to  the  confumption 
of  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  our  manufa&ures, 
is  it  not  fomewhat  extraordinary  that  no  per- 
fon  has  yet  reprefented  the  benefits  which 
would  accrue  to  this  country,  from  exploring 
and  examining  the  countries  about  Hqdfon's 
JBay  ?  The  laying  open  the  trade  to  the  induf-* 
A  3  trioujS 
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trious  adventurers  of  this  nation,  would  be  an 
adt  worthy  a  patriotic  adminiftration  ;  as  it 
would  be  the  means  of  enriching  the  com- 
mercial interefts  of  {he  kingdom,  and  giving 
bread  to  many  who  are  now  pining  in  diftrefs, 
particularly  to  that  ufeful  part  of  the  com- 
munity, who  defend  our  country  from  infult, 
and  our  property  from  depredation,  and  who 
encounter  with  fortitude  every  fpecies  of  danger 
for  the  public  good;  I  mean  the  Britifh  Sea-? 
men,  numbers  of  whom  we  fee  daily  pining 
in  diftrefs  for  want  of  employment. 

The  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  employ  an- 
nually two  fhips  and  a  Hoop,  to  take  out  fun- 
dry  articles  of  merchandize,  and  bring  home 
their  peltries.  The  burthen  together  of  thefe 
three  yeffels  falls  fhort  of  fix  hundred  tons, 
baying  on  board  about  feyenty-five  men,  who 
together  with  about  two  hundred  and  forty 
perfons  refiding  in  the  country,  make  the 
whole  number  of  men  in  their  employ  to 
amount  to  315.  What  an  infigniiicant  con- 
fideration  !  What  a  pitiful  fervice,  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  individuals,  by  whom 
pthers  are  excluded,  th^t  would  long  fince 

have 
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have  rendered  this  part  of  the  globe  a  valuable 
ffem  in  the  Britifti  empire  j — but  fuch  is  the  ef- 
feft  of  exclufive  monopolies ;  which,  when 
not  eftablifhed  on  a  beneficial  foundation,  are 
the  bane  of  national  affluence. 


Though  the  extent  of  the  country  from 
North  to  South  is  pretty  well  known,  yet  to 
the  Weftward  we  are  not  fc  well  informed* 
I  have  myfelf  travelled  as  far  as  120  degrees 
of  Longitude,  from  the  meridian  of  London, 
through  many  different  nations  of  Indians, 
and  have  always  found  them  friendly,  and 
ready  to  receive  our  commodities  with  avidity. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  inland  country  too  much 
cannotbe  faid  in  commendation  of  it.  Every  fpe- 
Species  of  food  neceiTary  for  the  fupport  of  man, 
is  to  be  procured  in  the  greateft  plenty.  The  cli- 
mate is  much  milder  than  on  the  Sea  coaft,  and 
nothing  feems  to  be  wanting  to  the  conveni- 
ence-and  accommodation  of  its  inhabitants, 
Oh  the  Sea  coaft,  which  the  Hudfons  Bay 
Company  folely  poffefs,  though  nature  has 
been  lefs  kind,  yet  the  country  is  not  half  fo 
bad  as  it  has  been  reprefented :  the  climate, 
A  4  though 
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though  cold,  is  extremely  healthful,  and  our 
countrymen  ufually  enjoy  a  remarkable  good 
ffete  of  health,  during  their  refidence  there. 
I  can  for  my  own  part  aver,  that  I  refided 
there  eleven  years  without  knowing  the  leaft 
ailment.  If  a  ftranger  was  to  vifit  thefe  parts, 
he  would  be  induced  to  think,  by  the  de- 
bilitated ftate  of  the  natives,  that  he  was  in  a 
country  uncommonly  unfavourable  to  the 
human  fpecies  :  but  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  and  not  the  climate,  is  the  caufe  of 
this  misfortune:  they  drink  to  fuch  exccCs, 
that  it  is  rather  more  furpri^ing  any  fhould  be 
left  alive  to  tell  the  tale,  than  that  they  ihould 
be  found  emaciated,  decrepid,  and  flothful. 
It  is  a  melancholly  refle&ion  that  the  poor 
devoted  Indians  are  by  this  means  confiderably 
diminifhed  in  number^  their  minds  are  debafed, 
their  fpirits  deje&ed,  their  bodies  enervated, 
and  they  are  thereby  rendered  unfit  to  fupport 
their  families,  at  a  time  of  life  when  the 
tender  age  of  th?ir  offspring  ftands  in  moft 
need  of  fupport, 

I  have  given  an  account  of  the  country  and 
its  inhabitants  on  the  Sea  coaft,  diftind:  from 

th£ 
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the  inland  territories,  not  only  on  account  of" 
my  having  refided  there  fir 'ft ,  but  like  wife,  as 
the  climate,  foil,  and  productions  are  fo  dif- 
ferent. In  giving  a  defcription  of  the  climate 
on  the  Sea  coaft,  I  have  introduced  a  journal 
of  an  accident  which  befel  three  unfortunate 
men,  on  their  duty  at  York  fort,  which 
will  in  fome  meafure  exemplify  the  fe verity 
of  the  weather  in  that  country  during  the 
winter  feafon.  A  gentleman  who  refided 
there  in  the  capacity  of  Surgeon,  gathered  the 
account  from  the  furvivor,  at  different  times, 
and  in  confequence  of  it,  made  many  ufeful 
experiments  at  York,  and  Albany  Forts, 
which  proved  highly  acceptable  to  the  learned 
and  ingenious. 

To  give  a  full  and  comprehenfive  account 
of  Hudfon's  Bay,  particularly  the  natural  hif- 
tory  thereof,  defcribing  the  animal  creation, 
and  the  feathered  tribes,  which  are  here  in 
great  abundance,  would  require  more  time 
than  I  can  poflibly  fpare,  was  I  capable  of 
the  undertaking.  Being  under  the  neceffity 
of  going  abroad,  I  have  been  obliged  to  con- 
fine myfelf  to  the  ufeful  part  of  the  fubjed;  in 

doing 
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doing  which  I  have  advanced  nothing  but 
what  I  know  to  be  true,  either  from  my  own 
experience,  or  the  narration  of  fome  intelligent 
perfon  whofe  veracity  I  can  depend  upon. 


A  BRIEF  ACCOUNT,  &,. 


orasm 


A    BRIEF    ACCOUNT 

Of  the  Climate,  Soil,  &c.  of  the  Country 
on  the  Coafls  of  Hudson's  Bay,   &c. 

YORK  FORT,  where  I  redded  eight 
years,    lies  in    the   lat.    of    $j  deg. 
%  min.    N.  long.  93  deg.  W.  from   Lon- 
don, as  determined  by  Mr.  Philip  Turner, 
a  Gentleman  employed  by  the  Company  to 
make  auronomical  obfervations  within  the 
limits  of  Hudlbn's  Bay.     The  air  is  very 
falubrious   and   healthy,    efpecially  during 
the  intenfe  cold  in  the  winter  months ;  and 
in  the  fummer,  though  we  find  it  much 
hotter  than   in  England,  yet  Europeans  in 
general  enjoy  a  ftate  of  health,  unknown  to 
the  inhabitants  of  more   temperate  climes. 
The  atmofphere  is  cleared  and  moft  ferene 
in  the  coldeft  weather,  and  the  moft  pierc- 
ing  cold   is    felt   at    fun  rifing.     A  good 
Fahrenheit's  Thermometer  frequently  flood 
at  50  degrees  below  the  cypher  in  the  month 
of  January;   whereas  in  fummer,  the  mer- 
cury would  very  frequently  afcend  to  90  deg, 
above  the  cypher,   making  a  difference  of 

140  de- 
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140  degrees  between  the  extremities  of  heat 
and  cold.     From  November  to  the  Vernal 
Equinox,   Britiib,  and  even  French  fpirits, 
rum,  and  the  like,  will  freeze  to  the  con- 
fidence of  honey.     When  expofed  without 
doors,  in  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  Englifh 
brandy,  contained  in  cafks  of  no  gallons 
each,  will  be  often  found  too  thick  to  run 
through    a   large  brafs  cock.      We  have 
cellars  that  are  eight  or  ten  feet  deep,    un- 
der the  guard-rooms  where  the  people  live, 
and  where  there  is  a  daily  and  almoft  perpetual 
fire;  yet  even  in  this  repofitory,  I  have  feen 
the  London  porter  fo  frozen,  that  only  a  few 
gallons  could  be  got  out  of  a  whole  hogf- 
head ;  the  remainder  has  been  converted  to 
ice    feverai   inches    thick,    which,    when 
thawed,  had  not  the  lead  ftrength  remain- 
ing.    I  have  feen  a  calk  of  water  put  into 
the  open  air,  and  in  48  hours  it  has  burfr.  the 
calk.     In  an  hour's  time,  the  air  condenfes 
fo  thick  on  the  windows,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  difcern  an  objeel  on  the  other  fidej 
and  itlikewife  adheres  in  large  quantities  to 
the  wainfeotting  on  the  infide,  as  well  as  to 
the  cieling  of  the  rooms.    The  froft  is  never 

out 
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out  of  the  ground ;  even  in  fummer  it  is 
thawed  but  about  four  feet  below  the  fur- 
face  ;  and  in  the  thick  woods,  the  warmth 
of  the  atmofphere  gets  no  lower  than  two 
feet.  The  intenfenefs  of  the  cold  is  beyond 
expreffion,  and  its  effe&s  are  frequent!/ 
productive  of  the  moft  tragical  events .  The 
poor  natives  take  every  precaution  to  guard 
againft  its  confequences ;  but  notwithftand- 
ing  their  utmoft  care,  they  frequently  fall 
a  prey  to  its  feverity.  Unhappy,  indeed, 
is  the  fate  of  thofe  poor  creatures,  who 
meet  with  this  kind  of  death  !  After  en- 
during great  torment  for  a  confiderable  time, 
the  cold  at  length  feizes  the  vitals,  when 
the  unfortunate  perfon  foon  expires.  Wo- 
men have  been  found  frozen  to  death,  with 
a  young  infant,  like  wife  frozen,  clafping  its 
arms  round  the  mother's  neck;  others  ha^e 
been  found  dead,  and  the  babe  ftili- alive. 

The  firft  year  I  wintered  in  Hudfon's  Bay, 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  defcribing.  the  me- 
lancholy effeSs  of  the  cold  in  the  perfons  of 
three  of  our  Fa&ory  men,  whofe  names  were 
John  Farrant,  James  Tomfon,and  James  Rofs. 

The 
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,  The  following  account  was  gathered  at  tinier 
from  the  latter,  who  furvived  his  unfortu- 
nate companions. 

On  Monday,  January  the  6th,  1772,  thefe 
three  men  fet  out  in  the  morning  in  6rdef 
to  hunt  partridges,  and  to  colled:  frefli 
provifions  for  the  Fadlory,  as  is  the  cuftom 
of  the  country.  They  were  to  ftay  three 
weeks;  at  the  conclufion  of  which  time 
they  were  to  return  with  what  they  had 
procured.  In  the  early  part  of  their  journey 
they  had  a  river  to  crofs,  about  three  miles 
over,  which  was  not  compleatly  frozen 
at  the  time  they  reached  it.  Near  this 
river,  they  flept  the  firft  night,  intending 
to  crofs  it  the  next  morning. 

Tuefday  the  7th.  About  eight  or  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  they  proceeded  to 
crofs  the  river,  but  they  had  not  walked 
far  on  the  ice  before  they  perceived  tha 
fmoke  of  open  water  below  them,  and  that 
they  went  very  faft  down  the  river;  which 
convinced  them  that  they  were  adrift.  This 
they  found  to  be(  the  cafe,  and  that  the  ice 

they 
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they  were  on  was  a  large  fmooth  field. 
They  had  two  dogs  with  fleds  with  them, 
and  the  ebb  tide  carried  them  out  to  fea. 

Wednefday  the  8th.  The  tide  of  flood 
brought  them  into  the  fame  river,  but  not 
fo  high  as  the  place  from  whence  they  had 
been  firft  carried.  The  weather  hitherto 
had  been  very  mild,  and  it  had  fnowed  a 
little  during  the  night.  In  their  baggage 
was  fome  cake  they  had  baked  the  day  be- 
fore they  left  the  fort,  and  a  bottle  with 
near  a  quart  of  gin ;  of  this  they  took  a 
little  now  and  then. 

Thurfday  the  9th.  The  weather  ftill 
continued  remarkably  mild  and  clear.  They 
were  again  driven  up  the  river  with  the  flood, 
but  not  fo  high  as  yefterday,  as  the  tides  were 
felling  off.  As  the  piece  of  ice  they  were 
upon  did  not,  during  its  thus  driving  up  and 
down  the  river,  come  near  the  fhore,  they 
were  obliged  to  continue  on  it,  and  were 
driven  out  again  with  the  ebb.  The  cake 
and  gin  was  not  yet  expended,   and  they 

flept 
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ilept  together  in  a  leathern  tent  upon  the 


ice. 


Friday  the  10th.     The  weather  mild  as 
before,   with   fmall   breezes  of  wind  from 
the  S.E.  quarter.     A  little  fnow  fell  in  the 
night.     The  flood  brought  them  again  into 
the  river,  and  this  day  they  exerted  them- 
felves  very  much  to  gain  the  fhore.  In  hopes 
of  doing  this  Rofs  took  his  gun,    powder 
and  fhot,    blanket,  and  a  little  bag  contain- 
ing materials   for  kindling  a  fire ;   Farrant 
took   only  a  beaver  coat.      Tomfon  was  fo 
anxious  to  gain  the  fhore  that  he  would  ftay 
for  nothing.     One  of  the  dogs  accompanied 
them,  the  other  flayed  with  the  fleds.    After 
wandering    about    over    the   ice   with    the 
greateft  anxiety  for  the  major  part  of  the 
day,  they  found  their  utmoft  endeavours  in - 
effectual;  they  therefore  turned  about  to  go  to 
their  fleds;  but,  to  add  to  their  misfortunes, 
they  faw  the  fleds  pafs  them  on  another  piece 
of  ice,   and  the  dogs  eating  and  tearing  the 
tent,  &c.  without  their  being  able;  to  come 
at  them.     Their  little  flock  of  cake  was  ex- 
pended  this  day.     The  ebb  tide  now  car- 
ried 
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tied  them  far  out  into  the  bay,  fo  that  they 
loft  fight  of  the  land,  and  wild  geefd 
and  other  fea  fowls  hovered  over  them  in 
great  numbers.  Rofs  and  Tomfon  lay  under 
the  blanket,  and  Farrant  ufed  the  beaver 
coat* 

Saturday  the  j  i  tL  The  weather,  though 
colder  than  any  of  the  preceding  days,  was 
yet  very  moderate  for  this  frigid  time  of 
the' year.  The  wind  S;W.  a  moderate  froft, 
the  night  over- cad,  but  the  day  clear.  The 
unhappy  men  had  fccn  land  to  eaftward,  and 
again  to  the  northward.  When  the  flood 
made,  they  drew  nearer  to  the  land,  and  the 
ice  doling  about  high  water,  afforded  them 
hopes  of  once  more  getting  on  fhore;  but 
the  attempt  did  not  fucceed.  John  Far- 
rant  this  day  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  water,  in  ftepping  from  one  piece  of 
ice  to  another;  he  was  nearly  carried  under^ 
before  his  miferable  companions  could 
drag  him  out.  Rofs  having  a  clean  ihirt 
in  his  bag,  they  put  it  upon  Farrant,  and 
belted  the  beaver  coat  about  him  :  afters 
Wards,  being  nearly  fpent,  foe  lay  down* 
B  while 
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while  Rofs  and  Tomfon  gathered  pieces  of 
fhelving  iee,  which  they  placed  round  him, 
as  a  barricade  againft  the  weather.  They 
had  a  piece  of  fugar  left,  and  half  of  it  was 
all  they  fubfifted  on  that  day. 

Sunday  the  12th.  Though  it  was  very 
warm  all  the  day,  yet  it  was  very  difagree- 
able,  as  it  blew  very  hard  from  the  N.E. 
and  much  fnow  fell,  which  caufed  it  to 
drift  much  during  both  the  day  and  night. 
The  piece  of  ice  they  were  upon  had 
grounded  before  day-break ;  and  when  the 
flood  made,  the  water  began  to  come  upon  it, 
fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  call  upon  Farrant 
to  rife;  but  death  had  freed  the  poor  man  from 
his  troubles.  Rofs  and  Tomfon  continued  on 
or  near  the  fame  piece  until  the  water  had 
fallen  away.  While  they  fat  weeping  by 
the  corps,  a  feal  came  upon  the  ice;  it 
did  not  meddle  with  the  body,  but  looked 
very  ftedfaftly  on  them  ;  Tomfon  deiired 
Rofs  to  fhoot  it,  but  he  refufed,  faying, 
<(  I  myfelf  may  foon  be  dead."  They  af- 
terwards went  from  piece  to  piece,  but  the 
weather  being  thick,  they  knew  not  what 
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courfe  to  take.  The  fugar  which  remained 
was  their  food  this  day,  and  now  their  whole 
ftock  was  expended. 

Monday  the  13th.  A  ftiff  gale  of  wind 
Hill  continued  from  N.  td  N.N.W.  with 
thick  drifting  weather ;  the  morning  was 
mild,  but  as  night  approached  it  grew  very 
fharp  and  cold.  Tomfon  and  Rofs  walked 
again  amongft  the  rough  ice.  The  hands  of 
the  former  were  fwelled  to  fueh  a  fize,  that 
even  with  the  affiftance  of  his  comrade,  he 
could  not  force  them  into  his  mittens  ;  his 
face  was  alfo  much  tumified,  and  he  became 
delirious ;  for  on  Rofs  telling  him,  that  ia 
two  day^  they  would  reach  the  Fa&ory,  he 

anfwered,  what  •- *  naming  a  village  in 

the  Orkneys,  to  which  he  belonged.  The 
flood  confined  them  to  the  fame  piece  of 
ice,  and  here  poor  Tomfon  died,  juft  as 
the  moon  funk  below  the  horizon. 


Tuefday  the  14th.     The  gale  was  quite 

abated,  but  the  cold  increafed,  and  though 

very  rimy,   yet  the  fun  fhone  early  in  the 

morning.     The  water  flowed  upon  the  ice* 

B  a  that 
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that  Rofs  remained  on,  and  foon  after  it  drove 
a  large  piece  over  Tomfon's  body,  upon 
which  Rofs  with  difficulty  got.  The  ebb 
running  out,  and  the  fun  becoming  vifible, 
hef  directed  his  courfe  by  it,  and  after  walking 
all  the  day  over  the  rough  ice,  he  reached 
the  fhore  at  the  back  of  the  Fa&ory  Ifland, 
where  a  path  is  cut  ftrait,  from  high  water 
mark,  to  the  Facftory.  The  unfortunate 
man  imagining  himfelf  on  the  eaftern  fhore, 
miftook  this  opening  for  fome  river  or 
creek  on  that  coaft,  fo  walked  up  till  he 
camd  to  a  place  which  he  remembered. 
Here  he  found  his  ffiiftake,  and  returning 
back  immediately,  ftruck  into  a  right  path. 
He  now  broke  down  fome  flicks,  and  en- 
deavoured to  kindle  a  fire,  but  without  ef- 
fect. In  this  attempt  he  froze  his  fingers ; 
he  had  benumbed  them  before  in  exchang- 
ing mittens  and  aflifting  Tomfon  :  his  feet 
were  likewife  benumbed  before  he  reached 
the  fhore.  This  night  he  lay  on  a  few 
flicks,  he  had  broken  down  for  that  pur- 
pofe, 

Wednefday 
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Wednefday  the  15th.  The  weather  this 
day  was  very  moderate.  He  fet  out  for  the 
Fadtory,  but  his  extreme  weaknefs  made 
him  fall  feveral  times,  which  filled  his 
mittens  with  fhow,  and  froze  his  fingers 
folid.  Though  the  diftance  was  no  more 
than  four  miles  at  fartheft,  it  was  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  when  he  arrived  at 
the  gates,  where  he  fired  his  gun  off  to 
make  himfelf  heard.  The  extremity  of  his 
xiofe  was  frozen,  but  he  was  perfectly  fem- 
fible  on  his  arrival.  One  of  the  dogs  came 
home  with  him,  having  flaid  by  him  all  the 
time. 

The  packet  for  Churchill  went  from  the 
Factory  but  the  day  before ;  had  the  fac~ 
torymen  but  followed  the  track  of  theft 
natives,  all  then  would  have  been  well  % 
but  the  decrees  of  Providence  are  unfearcb- 
abvle.  The  other  dog  wras  llightly  wounded 
by  a  fetting  gun  on  the  eaftern  fhore.  Poor 
Tomfon  declared  the  day  before  his  death, 
that  he  could  hav  e  lived  much  longer  h^4 
jhg  had  provifions  to  eat. 
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The  unfortunate  furvivor  was  obliged  to 
fuffer  amputation  on  moft  of  his  fingers 
^nd  toes,  and  his  nofe  was  much  muti- 
lated. But  Mr.  Hutchins,  who  was  then 
furgeon  at  York  Fort,  effected  a  fine  cure  by 
preferying  him;  and  the  man  now  lives  com- 
fortably in  Orkney,  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
On  hearing  of  his  misfortune,  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  was  fet  on  foot  for  his  fupport  at  every 
place  in  the  Company's  fettlernents.  The 
people  liberally  contributed  according  to 
their  feyeral  abilities  ;  and  the  Company, 
actuated  by  the  laudable  example  fet  by 
their  fervants,  allowed  him  an  annuity  of 
20I.  for  life. 

Before  I  Jeave  the  fubjed  of  this  unfor- 
tunate man,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that 
his  ingratitude  was  cpnfpicuous  to  a  great 
degree;  notwithftanding  his  mates  in  the 
Factory,  chiefly  his  poor  countrymen,  af- 
fe&edby  his  misfortunes,  had  fo  liberally 
contributed  towards  his  fupport,  he  had  not 
the  fenfibility  to  thank  any  one  of  them 
for  their  humanity,  though  the  greateft 
part  of  his  benefa&ors  had  no  more  than 
61.  a  year. 

In 
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In  thecoldefl:  weather  the  atmofphere  is  the 
moft  ferene.  Throughout  the  day  the  air  is 
generally  filled  with  icy  particles,  which  are 
fmall  beyond  conception  ;  thefe  are  driven 
about  in  the  diredion  of  the  wind,  and 
adhere  to  every  thing  which  happens  to  be 
in  the  way  of  their  progrefs.  In  the  evening 
the  ftars  begin  to  fhine  with  refulgent 
luftre ;  and  the  contemplative  mind  is 
ftruck  with  reverence  and  awe,  to  fee  the 
Aurora  Borealis  darting  with  inconceivable 
velocity  to  all  parts  of  the  heavens.  Very 
few  winter  nights  pafs  in  Hudfon's  Bay, 
without  this  phenomenon  making  its  ap- 
pearance; fometimes  the  irradiations  are  (cqti 
of  a  very  bright  red,  at  other  times  of  a  pale 
milky  colour,  undulating  with  every  beau~ 
ty  it  is  poflible  to  conceive  or  defcribe, 


In  the  winter  feafon,  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  the  air  is  fo  full  of  watery  va- 
pours, that  the  fun  will  be  obfcured  for 
feveral  weeks  together.  This  is  occafioned 
by  the  rime,  which  afcends  from  the  open  fea 
water,  and  being  condenfed  by  the  cold,  is 
driven  by  the  wind  to  a  eonfiderable  dif- 
£  4  tance. 
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tance.     I   have  feen    the   trees,    &c.    fifty 
miles  off  to  leeward,  covered  over  with  it. 

During  the  cold  ferene  weather  in  the 
winter,  innumerable  ftars  fhine  forth  with 
inconceivable  brilliancy  ;  and,  added  to 
the  beautiful  appearance  of  the  moon, 
make  a  moft  reverential  and  fplendid  ap- 
pearance ;  Parhelia  likewife  become  vi- 
sible, which  is  a  fure  indication  of  intmfc 
cold  ;  and  Parafelenes  or  mock  moons  ap- 
pear, when  the  vapours  arifing  from  open 
water  become  condenfed  by  the  froft. 

The  foil  at  Churchill  Fort,  which  lies 
in  lat.  59  deg.  oo  min*  is  generally  rocky 
Bear  the  fea  coafts,  very  dry,  and  bare  of 
vegetables.  There  are  no  woods  within 
feven  miles  of  the  fhore,  and  confequently, 
the  Factory  is  much  expofed  to  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  efpecially  in  the 
winter  feafon.  The  woods  here  are  confider- 
ably  fmaller  than  at  York  Fort  3  the  trees  of 
which  they  confift  are  junipers,  pines,  pop- 
lars, and  willows,  but  fo  infignificantly 
fmall,  that  it  is  with  fome  difficulty  the 

winter's 
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winter's  fire-wood  is  procured  for  the  Fac- 
tory ;  and  the  farther  the  traveller  proceeds 
to  the  Northward,  the  barer  he  will  find 
the  earth  of  every  kind  of  vegetable.  The 
inhabitants  likewife  become  fewer;  till  at 
length  not  the  leaft  herb  is  to  be  feen,  nor 
any  trace  of  human  fteps  obferved,  in  the 
frigid  wafte.  At  Churchill  the  winters  are 
very  long,  and  the  cold  intenfely  fevere* 
About  the  latter  end  of  Odober,  the 
Shortening  of  the  days,  the  coldnefs  of  the 
weather,  and  other  indications,  proclaim 
the  proximity  of  winter;  and  from  that  time 
to  the  middle  of  May,  this  part  of  the 
world  is  buried  in  froft  and  fnow.  During 
this  period,  the  utmoft  precaution  is  fre- 
quently ineffectual  to  repel  the  feverity 
of  the  feafon.  Many  kinds  of  birds  2nd 
animals  become  white;  and  feveral  perfons 
have  unfortunately  loft  their  lives  in  travel- 
ling over  thefe  unhofpitable  regions,  Not- 
withftanding  all  this,  when  the  genial  rays 
of  the  fun  begin  to  extend  to  thefe  parts  of 
the  globe,  vegetation  is  exceedingly  quick. 
The  trees  fhoot  up  with  furprizing  cele- 
rity, and  the  Fatftory  people  are  foon  able 

to 
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to   gather  the  produce   of  a  little  garden, 
fluff,     put     into    the    ground   about    the 
middle  of  June. 

Much  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  cli- 
mate of  York  Fort,  excepting  that  diffe- 
rence to  be  expected  from  a  more  foutherly 
fituation.  The  fun  rifes  on  the  fhorteft  day 
at  8h.  48m.  1 2fec.  Very  little  can  be  faid  in 
commendation  of  the  foil  at  the  Com- 
pany's northerly  fettlements.  It  is  of  fo 
loofe  and  clayey  a  nature,  that  the  banks 
of  the  river  are  continually  falling  down 
through  inundations  and  deluges;  and  it 
is  very  unfit  for  agriculture,  even  if  the 
climate  would  admit  of  it.  A  tolerable 
quantity  of  creflfes,  radifhes,  lettuces,  and 
cabbages,  may,  however,  be  procured, 
with  proper  cultivation ;  and,  in  a  favour- 
able feafon,  even  peafe  and  beans  ;  but 
thele  fo  feldom  come  to  any  perfe&ion, 
that  they  are  efteemed  a  kind  of  luxury. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  low  and 
marfhy,  and  at  a  little  diftance  off,  feems 
to  prefent  to  the  eye  a  fine  profpeft  of  tall 
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pines  and  junipers  ;  but  upon  a  nearer  ap- 
proach you  find  yourfelf  moft  egregioufly 
deceived.  The  pine  trees,  which  are  of 
different  kinds,  are  but  fmall ;  near  the  fea- 
coafts  they  generally  run  knotty,  and  are 
unfit  to  be  ufed  in  the  ftrudture  of  good 
buildings.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the 
juniper  trees,  growing  in  the  fame  filia- 
tion. 


But  on  leaving  the  marfhy  ground,  and 
retiring  inland  to  the  fouthward,  the  trees 
are  of  a  more  ftately  growth;  and  about 
Moofe  and  Albany  Forts,  they  are  found 
of  all  diameters.  Here  the  climate  is  much 
more  temperate  than  at  York  Fort  and 
Churchill  Settlement.  Potatoes,  turnips, 
and  almoft  every  fpecies  of  kitchen  garden 
fluff,  are  reared  with  facility ;  and  no  doubt 
corn  might  be  cultivated,  if  the  lords  of 
the  foil  had  patriotifm  enough  to  make  this 
cxtenfive  country  of  any  fervicc  to  Great- 
Britain.  But  it  has  been  an  invariable 
maxim  with  them  for  many  years  pail:,  to 
damp  every  laudable  endeavour  in  their  fer- 
yants,  that  might  tend  to  make  thcfe  coun- 
tries 
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tries  generally  beneficial  to  the  Mother 
Country.  This  conduft  will  appear  very 
extraordinary  to  thofe,  who  are  unac- 
quainted with  the  '  felf-interefted  views  of 
the  Company.  They  imagine,  that  if  it 
was  known  to  the  nation,  that  the  lands 
they  poffefs  were  capable  of  cultivation,  it 
mip-ht  induce  individuals  to  enquire  into 
their  right  to  an  exclufive  charter;  it  is 
therefore  their  bufinefs  to  reprefent  it  in 
the  word  light  poffible,  to  difcourage  an 
inquiry,  which  would  fluke  the  founda- 
tion of  their  beloved  monopoly. 

But  to  return.— Throughout  the  woods  to 
the  fouth  ward  the  ground  is  covered  with  a  very 
thick  mofsi  among  which  grow  various  kinds 
of  fmall  flirubs,  bearing  fruit,  fuch  as  goofe- 
berries,  currants,  ftrawberries,  rafberries, 
cranberries,  with  many  others  too  tedious 
to  mention.  A  herb,  which  the  natives 
call  Wee fuc  a  pucka,  grows  very  plentifully 
in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  Indians 
make  ufe  of  it  by  way  of  medicines  it 
makes  a  very  agreeable  tea,  and  is  much 
ufed  here  both  by  Europeans  and  natives, 

not 
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not  only  for  its  pleafant  flavour,  but  for 
its  falutary  effeds.  Its  virtues  are  many; 
it  is  an  aromatic,  very  ferviceable  in  rheu- 
matic cafes,  ftrengthens  the  ftomach,  re- 
lieves the  head,  and  alfo  promotes  perfpi- 
ration.  Outwardly,  it  is  applied  to  gan- 
grenes, contufions,  and  excoriations  ;  in 
the  latter  cafe  the  powder  is  made  ufe  of. 
Another  herb  of  much  utility  to  the  na- 
tives grows  likewife  here;  this  they  call 
Jack  ajh  a  puck.  They  mix  it  with  their 
tobacco  to  reduce  its  ftrength. 


The  Manners,  Cujloms,  &c.  of  the  Indians. 

Having  given  a  brief  account  of  the 
climate,  foil,  &c.  of  the  country,  it  will 
not  be  unfeafonable  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
people  who  inhabit  it.  The  Hudfon's  Bay 
Indians  were  originally  tali,  properly  pro- 
portioned, ftrongly  made,  and  of  as  manly 
an  appearance  as  any  people  whatever. 
This,  however,  was  before  their  commerce 
with  Europeans  had  enervated  and  debafed 
their  minds  and  bodies,  by  introducing  fpi- 
rituous  liquors  among  them,  and  habitu- 
ating 
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ating  them  to  fevere  courfes  of  drinking. 
They  are  naturally    much  addicted  to  this 
fatal  cuftom;  but  when  it  is  encouraged 
and  enforced  by  thofe  who  call  themfelves  an 
enlightened  people,   it  certainly  is  not  only 
blameable,    but   highly   criminal.      Were 
common  fenfe   but  made  ufe  of  to  direct 
the  condudt  of  thofe  who  are  benefited  by 
the  trade  carried  on  with  the  Indians,   felf- 
intereft   and  good  policy  would  teach  them 
to  difcourage,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  habit 
to  prejudicial  to  them,  and  fatally  deftru&ive 
to  thefe  miferable  people.     They  are  gene- 
rally of  a  benevolent  difpofition,  and  eafy 
to  be  perfuaded  by  perfons  who  underfland 
their  language;  but  as  a  moft  unconfcionable 
gain  is  got  by  trading  in  fpirits  with  them,  it 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed  the  fa&ors  will  evef 
be   induced  to  put  a  flop  to  this  unchriftiaft 
practice.     An   Indian   will  barter  away  all 
his   furs,   nay  even  leave  himfelf  without  a 
rag  to  cover  his  nakednefs,  in  exchange  for 
that  vile  unwholefome  fluff,  called  Englifh 
brandy.     If  by   fuch  exceffive  intoxication 
they  only  irreparably  injured  their  own  con- 
ftitutions,   and  debilitated  their    race,    th^ 

conferences* 
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confequences,  though  pernicious,  would  not 
be  fo  dreadful  as  they  ufually  are ;  but  du- 
ring their  intoxication  not  only  frefh  quar- 
rels enfue,  old  grievances  are  alfo  renewed, 
and  death  is  frequently  the  confequence  of 
former  bickerings,  which  but  for  this  ftimu- 
lator  had  been  buried  in  oblivion. 


The  following  tragical  inftances  of  the 
baneful  effeds  of  thefe  poifonous  diftilla- 
tions,  happened,  among  many  others,  un- 
der my  own  knowledge.  Excefs  of  liquor 
frequently  makes  Europeans  merry  and  gay; 
but  with  the  Indian  it  has  a  contrary  effecl  : 
at  this  time  he  recollefts  his  departed  friends 
and  relations ;  he  laments  their  death  very 
pathetically  with  tears;  and  if  near  the 
graves  of  any  of  them,  will  fometimes  run  out 
and  weep  at  them.  Others  again  will 
join  in  chorus  in  a  fong,  although  unable 
to  hold  up  their  heads  ;  and  it  is  not  un- 
common for  them  to  roll  about  the  tent 
in  a  fit  of  frenzy,  and  frequently  into  the 
fire.  On  thefe  occafions  fome  quarrel  is 
fure  to  take  place,  and  fome  ancient  dif- 
agreement  is  revived.   They  fometimes  have 

the 
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the  precaution  to  order  the  women  to  re-* 
move  all  offenfive  weapons  out  of  the  tent  5 
but  as  they  cannot  part  with  their  teeth, 
it  is  not  unufual  to  fee  fome  of  them  the 
next  morning  without  a  nofe.   Sometimes 
they  come  off  with  the  lofs  of  an  ear,  or 
joint  of  a  finger.    In  thefe  affrays  no  regard 
is  paid  to  relationship,  brothers  and  fifterV 
often  engaging  each  other.     After  one  of 
thefe  rencounters,    an    Indian   entered   the 
Fort  one  morning,    and  defired  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  furgeon ;  as   foon  as  he  got 
into  his  apartment,  he  fainted  him  in  broken 
Englim  with   "  Look  here,  man,  here  my 
nofe,"    at  the   fame  time  holding  out  his 
hand,   with  half  his  nofe  in  it,  which  he 
wanted   the  furgeon  to  put   on   again,  for 
they  have  a  great   opinion  of  the  faculty. 
The  man's  nephew,   it   feems,   had  bit  if 
oft,   and  he  declared,   that  he  felt  no  pain, 
nor   was    f.nfible   of  his  lofs,  till  awaking 
the  next  morning  he  found  the  piece  laying 
by  his  fide. 


A  few  years  fince,    a  party  of  Indians 
came  down   to  trade,  and  the   nrfl  day  of 

their 
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tlieii*  arrival,  as  their  invariable  cuftdm  is* 
got  drunk.  In  this  ftate  of  inebriation* 
as  two  of  them  were  ftruggling  together* 
one  of  them  finding  that  he  could  not  dif- 
engage  himfelf  from  his  antagonist,  fnatched 
a  bayonet  out  of  its  cafe,  and  ftabbed  him 
in  the  breaft.  On  hearing  a  noife,  fome 
perfons  went  into  the  tent  to  learn  the 
caufe  3  when  they  found  the  unhappy 
man  in  a  moft  defperate  fiate,  his  lungs 
protruding  through  the  wound,  as  large  as 
a  man's  hand,  at  each  refpiration.  A  tent 
was  pitched  for  him  within  the  Faftory 
works,  and  every  affiftance  was  given  hini 
by  the  Englifh,  but  he  died  on  the  fifteenth 
day; 


At  another  time  three  Indian  men  were 
fent  with  a  packet  from  York  Fort  to 
Churchill  River.  The  firft  thing  to  be  dond 
after  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  deftinationT 
was,  as  ufual,  to  get  dead  drunk.  There 
happened  to  be  an  Indian  here,  who  had 
formerly  borne  feme  animdfity  to  one  pf 
thefe  packet-men,  but  which  had  never 
been  thought  of  when  reafon  pbffefled  the 
C  fenfes : 
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fenfes  :  the  fumes  of  the  liquor,  however? 
revived,  with  peculiar  acrimony,  the  revenge 
which  lay  buried  in  his  bofom.  After  dif- 
courfing  together  for  fome  time,  and  irri- 
tating each  other  with  bitter  retorts,  the 
man  who  fuppofed  himfelf  injured  went 
into  the  Fadtory,  and  procured  a  bayonet 
from  the  Governor,  with  which  he  very 
foon  put  a  period  to  the  existence  of  his 
unhappy  adverfary.  The  deceafed  left  a 
wife  and  eight  children. 


I  could  recount  upwards  of  forty  in- 
ftances  of  a  limilar  kind,  which  occurred  to 
me  whilft  I  was  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  where 
revenge,  and  deftru&ion,  marked  the 
fteps  of  the  drunken  favage  ;  but  the  above 
inftances  will  fufficiently  (hew  the  iniquity 
and  evil  tendency  of  fupplying  the  Indians 
with  fpirituous  liquors,  and  encouraging 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  them.  By  this  dia- 
bolical commerce  the  country  is  impover- 
ifhed  of  inhabitants,  the  trade  of  courfe 
imperceptibly  declines,  and  this  extenfive 
fettlement  is  in  a  great  meafure  prevented 

from 
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from  rivalling  many  of  our  other  foreign 
eftablimments, 


The  natives  of  Hudfon's  Bay  are  a  people 
of  a  middle  fize,  of  a  copper  complexion, 
their    features  regular  and  agreeable;    and 
kw  diftorted  or  deformed  perfons  are  feen 
among  them.     When  young  they  have  ex- 
ceffive  large  bellies,  which  is   to  be  attri- 
buted  to   the  enormous  quantity  of  food 
they  devour*    but  as   they   grow  towards 
puberty  this  part  decreafes  to  a  common 
fize.     Their   conftitutions   are   ftrong   and 
healthy,  and  their  diforders  few  y  the  chief 
of  thefe  is  the  dyfentery,  and  a  violent  pain 
in  the  breaft,  which  the  Englifh  call  the 
Country  Diftemper.    The  latter  is  fuppofed 
to  proceed  from  the  cold  air  being  drawn 
into  the  lungs ;   which  impeding  the  vef- 
fels  from  fpreading  throughout  that  organ, 
hinders    the   circulation,    and  renders    re- 
fpiration  extremely  painful  and   difficult  j 
yet  I  never  heard  of  any  dying  of  it.     The 
venereal  difeafe  is  alfo  very  common  among 
them,   but  the  fymptoms  are  much  milder 
than  in  Europe,   perhaps  owing  to  their 
C  2  diet, 
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diet,  which  is  void  of  fpices,  or  fait,  and 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  when  from  theFadtory. 
They  feldom  live  to  a  great  age,  but  enjoy 
all  their  faculties  to  the  laft. 

In  their  difpofitions  they  are  mild,  affable, 
and  good-natured,   when  foberj   but  when 
intoxicated    they   are   loft    to   every  focial 
quality,  and  difcover  the  greateft  propenfity 
to    quarrelling, ,   theft,    and   the  worft    of 
vices.     When  we  view  the  fair  fide  of  their 
'characters,  we  find  them  kind,  courteous, 
and  benevolent  to  each  other,  relieving  the 
wants  and  neceffities  of  their  diftrefled  bre- 
thren with  the  greateft  good- nature,  either 
by  counfel,  food,  or  cloathing.     The  good 
effefts  of  this   excellent  difpofition  are  fre- 
quently experienced  by  themfelves;    for,  as 
in  their  mode  of  life  no  one  knows  how 
foon  it  may  be  his  own  fate  to  be  reduced 
to   the  verge  of  extremity,   he  fecures  for 
himfelf.  a  return    of  kindnefs,    ihould   he 
experience  that  viciffitude.      On   the  other 
hand,   they  are  fly,  cunning,   and  artful  to 
a  great  degree  \  they  glory  in  every  fpecies 
of  furacity  and  artifice,  efpecially  when  the 

theft 
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theft  or  deception  has  been  fo  well  executed 
as  to  efcape  dete&ion.  Their  love  to  their 
offspring  is  carried  to  a  very  great  height. 
From  the  ftate  of  childhood  to  maturity 
they  feldom  or  never  correal  their  children, 
alledging,  that  when  they  grow  up  they 
will  know  better  of  themfelves.  Neither 
is  this  indulgence  made  a  bad  ufe  of  when 
reflection  fucceeds  the  irregularities  of  youths 
en  the  contrary,  fentiments  of  reverence, 
gratitude,  and  love,  link  their  affedions  to 
the  authors  -of  their  being ;  and  they  feldom 
fail  to  give  the  utmoft  affiilance  to  their 
aged  parents  whenever  their  imbecility  re- 
quires it. 


With  refpeft  to  their  corporeal  abili- 
ties, they  are  almoft  without  exception 
great  walkers  ;  they  patiently  endure  cold, 
hunger,  and  fatigue ;  and  bear  all  mis- 
fortunes with  admirable  fortitude  and  re- 
fignation,  which  enables  them  bravely  to 
encounter  the  profpe£t  of  ill,  and  renders 
the  mind  ferene  under  the  prefiure  of  ad- 
verfity.  As  their  country  abounds  with 
innumerable  herds  of  deer,  elks,  and  buf- 
C  3  falqes. 
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faloes,  they  frequently  make  great  {laughter- 
among  them;  and  upon  thefe  occafions 
they  have  no  regard  to  futurity,  or  pro- 
viding for  an  unfuccefsful  day.  Whether* 
they  happen  to  be  pining  under  the  grafp 
of  pinching  neceffity,  or  pnjpying  themfelves 
in  all  the  happinefs  of  health  and  plenty, 
they  kill  all  they  can,  having  an  incontro- 
vertible maxim  among  them,  which  is, 
"  the  more  they  kill,  the  more  they  have 
to  kill _:"  and  this  opinion,  though  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  reafpn  or  common 
{mCcy  is  as  pertinacioufly  held  by  them,  as  hi§ 
tenets  are  by  the  mqft  bigotted  enthufiaft. 
Indeed,  they  too  frequently  find  it  to  their 
qoft  to  he  grounded  on  folly,  as  they  fome- 
times  fuffer  extreme  hunger  through  it;  nay, 
many  have  been  ftarved  to  death,  and  others 
have  been  reduced  to  the  fad  neceflity  of  de- 
vouring their  ow;i  offspring. 


As  a  great  part  of  the  Fa&ory  provifipns 
confifts  of  geefe  killed  by  the  Indians,  the 
Englifli  fupply  them  with  powder  and  fhot 
for  this  purpofe,  allowing  them  the  value 
of  a  beaver  fkin  for  every  ten  geefe  they 

kill; 


(  39  ) 
kill ;  accordingly,  after  the  Indian  has  got 
this  fupply,  he  fets  off  from  his  tent  early 
in  the  morning  into  the  marfhes,  where  he 
fets  himfelf  down,  with  a  degree  of  pa- 
tience difficult  to  be  imitated,  and  being 
flickered  by  a  few  willows,  waits  for  the 
gctfc.  They  fhoot  them  flying,  and  are  fa 
very  dexterous  at  this  fport,  that  a  good  him- 
ter  will  kill,  in  times  of  plenty,  fifty  or  fixty 
in  a  day.  Few  Europeans  are  able  to  endure 
cold,  fatigue,  hunger,  or  advcrfity  in  any 
flxape,  with  an  equal  degree  of  magnanimity 
and  compofure  to  that  which  is  familiar  to 
the  natives  of  this  country,  After  being  out 
a  whole  day  on  a  huat,  expofed  to  the 
bleakeft  winds  and  mod  penetrating  cold, 
and  that  without  the  leaft  thing  to  fdtisfy 
the  calls  of  nature,  an  Indian  comes  home, 
warms  himfelf  at  the  fire,  fmoaks  a  few 
pipes  of  tobacco,  and  then  retires  to  reft, 
as  calm  as  if  in  the  midft  of  plenty ;  but 
if  he  happens  to  have  a  family,  he  cannot 
always  boaft  of  this  equanimity;  when  re- 
duced to  extremity,  his  afFedion  for  them 
predominates  over  his  philofophy,  if  it 
C  4  might 
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might  be  fo  called,  and  it  gives  way  tp  tha 
moft  pungent  forrow. 

A  blind  and  unconquerable  fuperftition 
bears  a  principal  fhare  in  the  character  of 
thefe  unpolilhed  Indians.  By  this  he  is  in- 
duced tp  impute  eyery  occurrence  of  his  life 
to  fupernatural  caufes.  His  good  or  bad 
fuccefs  in  hunting,  the  welfare  of  his  friends 
and  family,  his  duration  in  this  mortal  ftate, 
&c*  all  depend  upon  the  capricious  will  and 
pleafure  of  fome  invifible  agent,  whom  he 
fuppofes  to  prefide  over  all  his  undertakings: 
for  inftance,  one  maq.  will  invoke  a  con- 
spicuous flar,  another  a  wolf,  one  a  bear, 
and  another  a  particular  tree;  which  he 
imagines  influences  his  good  or  ill  fortune 
\n  this  life, 

In  the  fpring  of  1779,  fome  Indians,  who 
were  employed  in  the  vicinity  of  York 
Fort  in  the  goofe  hunt,  were  fo  influenced 
t>y  thefe  fuperftitious  ideas,  that  they  be- 
lieved the  Devil,  with  hideous  howlings, 
frequented  thdr  tent  every  night.  TJiey 
pame   to   the  Fa&ory   qyite  dejeded,   and 

told 
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told  the  Governor  a  lamentable  tale,  fetting 
forth,  with  pathetic  energy,  the  didreffes 
they  were  expofed  to  from  this  vifitation 
of  the  Father  of  Iniquity.  So  overcome 
were  they  by  their  apprehenfions,  that  they 
Jcept  large  fires  continually  burning  all 
jiight,  and  deeping  only  in  the  day-time. 
One  of  them  declared  that  he  had  fired  his 
gun  at  him,  but  unluckily  miffed  him.  He 
defcribed  him  to  be  of  human  fh ape,  going 
about  with  cloaths,  #nd  taking  prodigious 
fixides  over  the  fnow.  The  Indians  be- 
lieved that  he  came  in  queft  of  fome  of 
their  families,  a  part  of  which  muft  be 
facrificed  to  afluage  his  anger.  A  little 
brandy,  however,  properly  applied,  had  a 
wonderful  effect;  for  after  going  through 
a  courfe  of  enebriation  for  two  days,  all  the 
fears  that  the  Devil  had  occafioned  were  en- 
tirely diffipated.  It  proved  afterwards,  that 
the  formidable  enemy  that  had  caufed 
fuch  a  panic  among  them,  was  nothing 
more  than  a  night  owl,  which  had 
frequented  this  place.  This  bird,  by  the 
fhrieks  and  difmal  noife  which  he  makes  in 
tJ^e  night,  frequently  caufes  fuch  apprehen- 
fions 


(       42       ) 

(Sons  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  that  it 
works  upon  their  imaginations  to  inch  a  de- 
gree, as  to  induce  them  to -believe  the  Devil 
is  really  and  fubflantially  prefent. 

Exclufive  of  thefe  fuperftitious  ideas,  the 
religious  fentiments  of  thefe  people,  though 
confufed,  are  in  many  refpe&s  jufL  They 
allow  that  there  is  a  good  Being,  and  they 
fometimes  &ng  to  him;  but  not  out  of  fear 
or  adoration,  for  he  is  too  good,  they  fay,  to 
hurt  them.  He  is  called  Kitch-e-man-e-to, 
or  the  Great  Chief.  They  further  fay, 
there  is  an  evil  Being,  who  is  always 
plaguing  them  ;  they  call  him  Whit-ti-co. 
Of  him  they  are  very  much  in  fear,  and 
feldom  eat  any  thing,  or  drink  any  brandy, 
without  throwing  fome  into  the  fire  for 
Whit-ti-co.  If  any  misfortune  befals  them, 
they  fing  to  him,  imploring  his  mercy;  and 
when  in  health  and  profperity  do  the  fame, 
to  keep  him  in  good  humour.  Yet,  though 
obfequious  fometimes,  at  others  they  are 
angry  with  him,  efpecially  when  in  liquor; 
they  then  run  out  of  their  tents,  and  fire  their 
guns  in  order  to  kill  him.  They  frequently 
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perfuade  themfelves  that  they  fee  his  track  in 
the  mofs  or  fnow,  and  he  is  generally  de- 
fcribed  in  the  inoft  hideous  forms.  They 
believe  that  both  the  good  and  the  bad  Being 
have  many  fervants  ;  thofe  of  the  former  in- 
habiting the  air,  but  thofe  of  the  latter 
walking  on  the  earth.  They  have  likewife 
an  opinion  that  this  country  was  once  over- 
flowed ;  an  opinion  founded  on  meeting 
With  many  fea  (hells  far  inland. 


They  have  no  manner  of  government  or 
fubordination.  The  father^  or  head  of  a  fa- 
mily, owns  no  fuperior,  nor  obeys  any  com- 
mand. He  gives  his  advice  or  opinion  of 
things,  but  at  the  fame  time  has  no  au- 
thority to  enforce  obedience  :  the  youth  of 
his  family  fpllow  his  diredions,  but  rather 
from  filial  affection  or  reverence,  than  in 
confequence  of  any  duty  exaded  by  a  fu- 
perior. When  feveral  tents  or  families  meet 
to  go  to  war,  or  to  the  Fadories  to  trade, 
they  chopfe  a  leader,  but  it  is  only  volun- 
tary obedience  they  pay  to  the  leader  fo 
chofen  ;  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  leave 
him  when  he  pleafes,    and  the  notion  of  a 

commander 
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commander  is  quite  obliterated  as  foon  as 
the  voyage  is  over*  Merit  alone  gives  the 
title  to  diftinftion  ;  and  the  pofleffion  of 
qualities  that  are  held  in  efteem  is  the  only 
method  to  obtain  refpecft.  Thus  a  perfon 
who  is  an  experienced  hunter ;  one  who 
knows  the  communication  between  the 
lakes  and  rivers ;  one  who  can  make 
long  harangues ;  is  a  conjurer;  or  if  he 
has  a  family ;  fuch  a  man  will  not  fail 
of  being  followed  by  feveral  Indians,  when 
they  happen  to  be  out  in  large  parties ;  they 
likewife  follow  him  down  to  trade  at  the 
fettlements  :  he  is,  however,  obliged  to  fe- 
cure  their  attendance  upon  this  occaiion  by 
promifes  and  rewards,  as  the  regard  paid  to 
his  abilities  is  of  too  weak  a  nature  to 
command  fubje&ion.  In  war  a  mutual  re- 
fentment  againft  their  enemies  forms  their 
union  for  perpetrating  their  revenge.  Per- 
fonal  courage,  patience  under  hardfhips, 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  manners  and 
country  of  their  adverfaries5  are  the  quali- 
fications fought  after  in  the  choice  of  a 
Jeader.  They  follow  him,  whom  they 
have  thus  chofen,  with  fidelity,  and  exe- 
cute his  proje&s   with  alacrity,-    but  their 
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obedience  does  not  proceed  from  any  right 
in  the  leader  to  command,  it  is  folely  founds 
ed  on  his  merit,  on  the  affection  of  his  fol- 
lowers, and  their  defire  of  fubduing  their 
enemies.  Thefe  fentiments  aduate  every 
breaft,  and  augment  the  union;  while  in 
more  civilized  nations  fuch  a  compad  is  ef- 
feded  by  fubmiflion  to  the  laws  of  govern- 
ment. 


Some  years  fince,  the  Company  being 
informed  that  the  Indians  frequently  brought 
fine  pieces  of  copper  to  their  fettlements  on 
Churchill  River,  they  took  it  into  confide- 
ration,  and  appointed  a  perfon,  with  proper 
affiftants,  to  furvey  and  examine  the  river 
where  this  valuable  acquifition  was  fuppofed 
to  be  concealed.  The  perfon  employed  in 
this  bufmefs  gives  the  following  account 
of  his  expedition^  which  will  defcribe  the 
Indian  method  of  going  to  war.  Thefe 
are  his  words  :  "  In  62  deg.  57  min.  N. 
€t  latitude,  and  18  W.  longitude,  from 
"  Churchill  River,  is  where  we  built  our 
*(  canoes  in  1771;  there  many  Northern 
"  Indians  joined  us,  and  finding  we  were 

"  intended 
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intended  for  the  copper  mine  river,  that 
fummer,  between  70  and  80  ftout  fellows 
agreed  to  accompany  us,  with  no  other 
intent  than  to  kill  the  Efquimaux.  I  ufed 
my  bed  endeavours  to  perfuade  them  from 
this  defign,  but  to  no  purpofe;  for,  Li- 
ft ead  of  my  advice  having  the  defired  ef- 
fect, they  imputed  it  to  cowardice.  That 
being  a  character  I  always  defpifed,  I  Was 
obliged  to  Aim  up  my  beft:  endeavours,  to 
retrieve  my  then  fading  honour;  and  told- 
them,  I  cared,  not  if  they  made  the  name 
of  an  Efquimaux  extindt,  and  though  I 
was  no  enemy  to  them,  yet  if  I  found  it 
neceflary  for  my  own  fafety,  or  for  the 
fafety  of  thofe  who  were  with  me,  that 
I  fliould  not  be  afraid  of  an  Efquimaux, 
This  declaration  caufed  great  fhouts  of 
fatisfa&ion.  They  then  began  to  prepare 
their  targets,  or  fhields,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  Their  targets  are  made  of  boards 
three  feet  long*  two  broad,  and  3~4ths 
of  an  inch  thick,  and  fo  (lung  on  the  left 
arm,  as  to  be  of  no  hindrance  in  loading 
and  firing  their  guns*  Our  war  imple- 
ments being  all  ready,  we  fet  otit  on  our 

"  expedih* 
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"expedition,  and  by  the  21ft  June,  were 
**  in  lat.  68  deg.  54  min.  N.  and  22  deg. 
"  21  min.  W.  from  Churchill.  Here  we 
"  agreed  to  leave  all  the  women,  and  every 
•*  other  incumbrance.  Accordingly,  after 
"  flaying  a  few  days  to  kill  as  many  deer  and 
"  buffaloes  as  would  ferve  them  till  our  re- 
"  turn,  we  proceeded  again,  and  arrived  at 
"  the  copper  river  on  the  13th  July;  and, 
"as  I  found  afterwards,  about  40  miles 
"  from  it's  entrance.  On  our  arrival,  the 
"  Indians  difpatched  three  men  before,  as 
"  fpies,  to  fee  if  any  Efquimaux  were  teat-: 
'  "  ing  about  the  river.  On  the  15th  of  the 
'  fame  month,  as  I  was  continuing  my 
"  furvey  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
'  we  met  the  three  fpies  above-mentioned, 
"  who  informed  us  of  five  tents  of  Efqui- 
"  maux  being  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the 
;'  river,  and  by  their  comparifon  of  the 
'  diftance,  I  judged  it  to  be  about  twelve 
"  miles  off.     On  their  receiving  this  news, 

<  they   would  pay  no  more  attention  to  my 
"furvey;   but  their   whole   thoughts  were 

<  immediately  engaged  in  planning  the  beft 
"  method  how  to  fteal  on  them  in  the  night, 

"and 
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"  and  kill  them  while  afleep.     After  having 

"  all   their  apparatus  ready  for  the  enfuing 

"  daughter,  they  began  to  invoke  their  dif* 

"  ferent  patronizing  agents  by  the  follow* 

"  ing  fuperftition.      All   the  men  painted 

"  the  front  of  their  targets,  fome  with  the 

"  imao-e  of  the  Sun,  others  with  the  Moon, 

"  others  with  different  kinds  of  birds  and 

«<  beafts  of  prey,  and  fome  with  the  images 

»  of  imaginary  fairies,     which,  according 

"  to  their   filly  imaginations,   inhabit  the 

«  elements.  By  ftri&  enquiry  into  the  caufe 

«  of  this   fuperftition,    I  found  that  each 

«.'  man  had  the  image  of  that  agent  painted 

"  on  his  target  which  he  relied  on  for  fuc- 

"  eels    in    the   enfuing    enterprize.     Some 

"  were  contented  with  a  lingle  reprefenta- 

"tion,  while  others  (doubtful  of  the  qua- 

«'  lity  of  any  fingle  being)  would  have  their 

«*  targets  covered  to  the  very  margin,  with 

«  a  group  of  hieroglyphics  quite  unintelli- 

««  gible.     This   piece  of  fuperftition  being 

"  compleated,  we  then  began   to  advance 

«  towards    the  Efquimaux.     The  number 

*«  of  cur  company  being  fo  far  fuperior  to 

«  the  five  tents   of  Efquimaux,  portended 

«  no 
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M  no  lefs  than  a  total  mafiacre,  unlefs  kind 
"  Providence  fhould  work  a  miracle  in  their 
*'  favour.  It  was  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
"  ing,  when  they  made  their  attack  upon  their 
€i  unhappy  enemies,  whom  they  found  faft 
"  afleep.     In  a  few  minutes  the  havock  was 
<c  begun,  myfelf  ftanding  neuter  in  the  rean 
*'  Prefently  a   fccne,    truly  Shocking,  pre- 
€C  fented  itfelf  to  my  view ;    for  as  the  Ef- 
*'  quimaux  were  furprized  at  a  time  when 
**  they  thought  themfelves  in  the  midft  of 
"  fecurity,  they  had  neither  power  nor  time 
*'  to  make  any    refinance.     Men,   womea 
€t  and  children  ran  out  of  the  tents  ftark- 
*'  naked;  but  where  could  they  fly  for  fhel- 
"  ter?     They  foon  fell  a  facrifiee  to  Indian 
*'  fury.  The  fhrieks  and  groans  of  the  expir- 
**  ing  were  truly  horrible;   and  it  was  much 
*'  increafed   by  the  light  of  a  young  girl? 
"  about  1 8  years  old,  whom  they  killed  fo 
*f  nigh  to  me,  that  when  the  fir  ft  fpear  was 
"  ftuck  into  her,  (he  fell  down,  and  t willed 
"  herfelf  about  my  legs ;  and  it  was  fome 
"  difficulty  for  me  to  difengage  myfelf  from 
"  her  dying  grafps.     As  the  Indians  pur- 
*'  fued  her,  I  folicited  for  her  life;  but  this 
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was  fa  far  from  being  granted,  that  I  was 
not  fully  affored  of  my  own  being  entirely 
in  fafety*  for  offering  to  fpeak  in  her  be- 
half. When  I  begged  her  life,  the  fellows 
made  no  reply,  till  they  had  both  their 
fpears  through  her,  and  fixed  into  the 
ground.  They  then  looked  me  flernly  in 
the  face,  aiid  began  to  upbraid  me,  ask- 
ing if  I  wanted  an  Bfquimaux  wife?  at 
the  fame  time  paying  no  regard  to  the 
fhrieks  of  the  poor  girl,  who  was  then 
twining  about  the  fpears  like  an  eel :  in- 
deed, I  wds  obliged  at  laft  to  requeft  them 
to  be  more  expeditious  in  difpatching  her 
out  of  her  mifery,  otherwife  I  fhould  be 
obliged  iii  pity  to  affift  in  that  friendly 
office,  by  putting  an  end  to  a  life  fo  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  terror  of  mind  I 
muft  inevitably  bt  in  from  fuch  a  fitua- 
tioil,  is  eafier  to  be  conceived  than  de- 
fcribed.  When  this  horrid  work  Wag 
compleated,  we  obferved  {even  more  tents 
on  the  oppoiite  fide  the  river.  The 
people  belonging  to  them  appeared  td 
be  in  great  confufion,  but  did  not 
offer  to  make  their  efcape.  The  In-* 
dians  fired  many  (hot  at  them  acrofs  the 

"  river* 
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river,  but  the  poor  Efquimaux  were  fd 
unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  guns, 
that  when  the  bullets  ftruck  the  rocks, 
they  run  in  bodies  to  fee  what  was  fent 
them,  and  feemed  curious  in  examin- 
ing the  pieces  of  lead  they  found  flat- 
tened on  the  rocks,  'till  at  laffc  one  man 
was  fhot  through  the  calf  of  the  leg, 
after  which  they  immediately  embarked 
in  their  canoes  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren* and  paddled  to  a  ihoal  in  the  river. 
After  the  invaders  had  killed  every  foul 
they  could  get  at,  they  began  breaking 
the  ftone  kettles  and  copper  wurk,  which 
the  Efquimaux  make  ufe  of  inftead  of  iron. 
When  this  was  done,  they  aiTembled  oil 
the  top  of  a  high  hill,  calling  out  Timal 
Tima,  by  way  of  derifion  to  the  fiirviv- 
ing  Efquimaux.  We  then  went  up  the 
river  abodt  half  a  mile,  to  the  place  where 
our  tents  and  baggage  were,  with  an  in- 
tent to  crofs  over  and  plunder  the  other 
fe-ven  tents.  It  taking  up  a  considerable 
time  for  all  to  crofs  the  river,  and  being 
entirely  under  cover  of  the  rocks,  the 
poor  Efquimaux,  whom  we  left  on  the 
D  i  <<  fhbai; 
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fhoal,  thought  we  were  gone  about  ouf 
buiinefs,  and  had  returned  to  their  tents 
again.  Accordingly,  the  Indians  ran 
on  them,  but  they  having  their  ca- 
noes ready,  they  all  embarked,  and 
reached  the  fhoal  above-mentioned,  ex- 
cept one  man,  who,  being  over  attentive 
in  tying  up  his  things,  he  had  no  time  to 
reach  his  canoe,  fo  fell  a  facrifice  to  their 
favage  ferocity,  for  they  made  his  body 
like  a  drainer.  After  the  Indians  had 
plundered  thefc  tents  of  every  thing 
worth  their  notice,  they  threw  the  tent 
poles  into  the  river,  broke  their  ftone 
kettles,  and  did  all  the  damage  they  could, 
to  diftrefs  the  poor  furvivors.  We  found 
an  aged  woman  fpearing  falmon  a  fhort 
diftance  up  the  river,  whom  they  bar- 
barpufly  butchered,  every  man  having  a 
thrall  at  her  with  his  fpear." 


Thus  finifhes  this  Gentleman's  account 
of  the  War  Expedition  of  the  Indians  by 
whom  he  was  accompanied,  which  furnifhes 
us  with  no  bad  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  carry  on    thefe   excurfions.     I  mult 

here 
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here  obferve,  that  his  abilities  were 
every  way  adequate  to  the  important  under- 
taking he  was  engaged  in,  that  of  deter- 
mining the  truth  of  a  copper-mine  being 
up  the  country.  He  was  two  years  in 
fearch  of  this  valuable  repofitory,  which 
no  doubt  might  prove  of  great  confluence, 
were  it  profecuted  with  a  laudable  fpirit  of 
induftry;  but  the  Company,  Imuft'again 
repeat,  damp  every  enquiry  tending  to  ex- 
hibit the  value  of  the  territories  they  ex- 
clufively  enjoy.  Their  trade,  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  is  a  matter  of  fmail  confequenee  to 
this  nation.  Their  views  are  narrow  and 
felfifh,  and  their  whole  conflitution  is  iji- 
veloped  in  fecrecy  and  obfeurity. 


The  Indian's  method  of  dividing  the  time, 
is  by  numbering  the  nights  elapfed,  or  to 
come;  thus,  if  he  be  afked  how  long  he 
has  been  on  his  journey,  he  will  anfwer, 
"  fo  many  nights."  From  this  nofturnal 
divifion,  they  proceed  to  the  lunar  or  monthly 
divifion,  reckoning  twelve  of  thefe  in  the 
year,  all  of  which  are  expreffive  of  fame 
remarkable  event  or  appearance,  that  hap- 
P  3  "  pens 
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pens  during   that  revolution  of  the  moon.' 
For  inftance     ■    ■ 


January,  They  call  Kee-flia-pou-ur-te- 
can-um,  by  reafon  of  the 
intenfe  cold  found  at  this 
time. 

February,  Sha-pefhem,  or  the  old  moon. 

March,  Mee-kee-fu~a-pefhem,  or  the 
Eagle- moon  ;  becaufe  thefe 
birds  vifit  their  coafts  in  this 
month. 

Apt  il,  Nis-cau-pefhem,  or  the  Goofc 

moon. 

May,  Atheek-a-pefhem,  or  the  Frog 

moon. 

June,  Opineou-a-pechem,     becaufe 

moft  birds  are  now  iaying 
their  eggs. 

July,  Opus-cou-a-pefhem,    becaufi 

the  geefe  are  now  moulting 
their  feathers. 

August,  Opo-ho-a-pefhem,  ^ecaufe 
the  birds  are  now  begin- 
ning to  fly. 

Sept  em- 
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5EPTEMBER,Wuf-ker-ho-a-pe{hem,becaufc 
the  deer  are  now  fhedding 
their  horns. 

October,  We-fac-a-pe(hem,  becaufe  it 
is  the  Rutting  feafon  with 
,  the  deer. 

November,  As-kut-ta-te-  fu~a-peihem, 
this  implies  that  the  rivers 
are  now  frozen  over. 

December,  Pou-watch-e~can-a-fifh-a-pe» 
fhem,  becaufe  the  feverity 
of  the  froft  makes  the  brufh 
fall  from  the  pine-trees. 

Their  method  of  computing  numbers  is 
rather  abftrufe,  as  they  reckon  chiefly  by 
decades ;  as  follows  i— Two  tens,  three 
tens,  &c.  Ten  tens,  or  an  hundred  tens, 
A  few  units  over  or  under,  are  added  or  fub- 
trafted.  Thus,  32  in  their  tongue  is  ex- 
preffed,  by  faying  3  tens  and  2  over; — 37 
would  be  expreffed  by  faying,  3  tens  and  7 
over,  or  4  tens  wanting  three.  If  they 
reckon  any  large  number,  a  fkin  or  flick  is 
laid  down  for  every  ten,  and  afterwards 
D  4  tied 
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tied  in  a  bundle,  for  the  aggregate  of  the 
whole. 

Before  the  Canadian  merchants  purfued 
the  Fur  Trade  with  fuch  diligence  as  they 
now  do  through  the  Lakes,  and  had  pene- 
trated into  the  interior  parts  of  Hudfon's 
Bay,  a  greaj:  number  of  Indians  ufed  an- 
nually to  come  down  to  the  Company's 
Settlements  to  trade  their fkins.  And  though 
the  Company  have  now  in  a  great  meafure 
loft  the  benefit  of  this  lucrative  traffic,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  the  manner 
in  which  the  Indians  profecute  their  voyages 
to  the  FaflorieSo 


In  the  month  of  March,  the  Upland 
Indians  affemble  on  the  banks  of  a  par- 
ticular river  or  lake,  the  nomination  of 
which  had  been  agreed  on  by  common  con- 
fent,  before  they  feparated  for  the  winter. 
Here  they  begin  to  build  their  canoes,  which 
are  generally  compleated  very  foon  after 
the  river  ice  breaks.  They  then  commence 
their  voyage,  but  without  any  regularity, 
all   ftriving  to  be  foremoftj   becaufe  thofe 
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who  are  firft  have  the  beft  chance  of  pro-* 
curing  food.  During  the  voyage,  each 
leader  canvafies,  with  all  manner  of  art 
and  diligence,  for  people  to  join  his  gang; 
influencing  fome  by  prefents,  and  others 
by  promifes  ;  for  the  more  canoes  he  has 
under  his  command,  the  greater  he  appears 
at  the  Fadtory. 


Being  come  near  their  journey's  end, 
they  all  put  afhore;  the  women  to  go  in 
the  woods  to  gather  Pine-brufh  for  the 
bottom  of  the  tents ;  while  the  leaders 
fmoke  together,  and  regulate  the  procef- 
fion.  This  being  fettled,  they  re-embark, 
and  foon  after  arrive  at  the  Fa&ory.  If 
there  is  but  one  Gaptain,  his  .fituation  is  in 
the  center  of  the  canoes  ;  if  more,  they 
place  themfelves  on  the  wings;  and  their 
canoes  are  diftinguifhed  by  having  a  fmall 
flag  hoifted  on  a  ftick,  and  placed  in  the 
ftern. 


When  they  arrive  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  Fort,  they  difcharge  their 
Fowling-pieces,  to  compliment  the  Englifh; 

who, 
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who,  In    return,  falute  them  by  firing  two 
or  three  fmall  cannon-     The  leaders  feldom 
concern  themfelves  with  taking  out  the  bun- 
dles,   but  the  other  men  will  affift  the  wo- 
men.    The  Fador  being  informed  that  the 
Indians  are   arrived,  fends  the  trader  to  in- 
troduce the   leaders  with    their  lieutenants, 
who  are  ufually  their  eldeft  fons  or  neareft 
relations.     Chairs  are  placed  for  them  to  fit 
down  xh>,   and  pipes,   &c.    are  introduced. 
Paring  the  time  the  leader  is  fmoking,   he 
fays  very  little,  but  as  foon  as  this   is  over, 
he  begins  to  be  more  talkative ;  and  fixing 
his  eyes  immoveably  on  the  ground,  he  tells 
the  Factors  how  many  canoes  he  has  brought, 
what  Indians   he  has   fccn9   aiks    how  the 
Englifhmen   do,   and  fays  he  is  glad  to  fee 
them.      After   this  the  Governor  bids   him 
welcome,  tells  him   he  has  good  goods  and 
plenty,   and   that  he  loves  the  Indians,  and 
will  be  kind  to  them.     The  pipe  is  by  this 
time  removed,  and  the  converfation  becomes 
free. 

During  this  vifit,  the  Chief  is  dreft  out 
at  the  expence  of  the  Factory  in  the  follow- 
ing 
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ing  manner  :  a  coarfe  cloth  coat,  either 
red  or  blue,  lined  with  baize,  and  having 
regimental  cuffs;  and  a  waiftcoat  and 
breeches  of  baize.  The  fuit  is  ornamented 
with  orris  lace.  He  is  alio  prefenfed  with 
a  white  or  check  fhirt ;  his  ftockings  are 
of  yarn,  one  of  them  red,  the  other  blue, 
and  tied  below  the  knee  with  worded 
garters ;  his  Indian  flioes  are  fometimes  put 
on,  but  he  frequently  walks  in  his  flocking- 
feet;  his  hat  is  coarfe,  and  bedecked  with 
three  oftrich  feathers  of  various  colours, 
and  a  worfted  fafh  tied  round  the  crown  ; 
a  fmall  filk  handkerchief  is  tied  round  his 
neck,  and  this  compleats  his  drefs.  The 
Lieutenant  is  alfo  prefented  with  a  coat, 
but  it  has  no  lining ;  he  is  likewife  pro- 
vided with  a  fhirt  and  a  cap,  not  unlike 
thofe  worn  by  manners. 


The  guefts  being  now  equipped,  bread 
and  prunes  are  brought  and  fet  before  the 
Captain,  of  which  he  takes  care  to  fill  his 
pockets,  before  they  are  carried  out  to  be 
fhared  in  his  tent  ;  a  two  gallon  keg  of 
brandy,  with  pipes  and  tobacco  for  him- 
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felf  and  followers,   are  likewife  fet  before 
him.       He    is     now   conducted    from    the 
fort   to   his  tent  in  the  following  manner : 
In  the  front  a  halbard  and  enfign  are  car- 
ried ;    next   a  drummer  beating   a  march; 
then  feveral  of  the   Fa&ory  fervants  bear- 
ing   the    bread,    prunes,    pipes,    tobacco, 
brandy,     &c.     Then    comes   the   Captain, 
walking   quite   eredt  and  ftately,  fmoaking 
his  pipe,    and   converting  with  the  Faftor. 
After  this  follows  the  Lieutenant,   or  any 
other  friend,  who  had  been  admitted  into 
the  fort  with   the   leader.     They  find  the 
tent  ready  for  their  reception,  and  with  clean 
pine  brufh  and  beaver  coats  placed  for  them 
to   fit   on.     Here   the  brandy,   &c.    is  de- 
ppfited,    and  the  Chief  gives  orders  to  fome 
refpedtable  perfon  to  make  the  ufual  diftri- 
bution   to   his   comrades.      After    this    the 
Fadlor  takes  his    leave,    and  it  is  not  long; 
before  they  are  all  intoxicated  $    when  they 
^ive  loofe  to  every  fpecies  of  diforderly  tu- 
mult,   fuch  as    finging,     crying,    fighting, 
dancing,   &c.   and  fifty   to  one   but   fome 
one  is  killed  before  the   morning.     Such 
are  the  fad  efFedts  of  the  vile   compofition 
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they  are    furnifhed  with  upon  thefe  occa- 
lions. 


After  continuing  in  a  ftate  of  intoxica- 
tion, bordering  on  madnefs,  for  two  or 
three  days,  their  mental  faculties  return  by 
degrees,  and  they  prepare  themfelves  for 
renewing  the  league  of  friendship,  by 
fmoaking  the  calimut.  The  ceremony  of 
which  is  as  follows  :  A  pipe  made  of  ftone 
is  filled  with  Brazil  tobacco,  mixed  with 
a  herb  fomethlng  like  European  box.  The 
ftem  of  the  pipe  is  three  or  four  feet  long, 
and  decorated  with  various  pieces  of  lace, 
bears  claws,  and  eagles  talons,  and  like- 
wife  with  variegated  feathers,  the  fpoils  of 
the  mod  beauteous  of  the  feathered  tribe, 
The  pipe  being  fixed  to  the  item  and 
lighted,  the  Fador  takes  it  in  both  his 
hands,  and  with  much  gravity  rifes  from 
his  chair,  and  points  the  end  of  the  ftem 
to  the  Eaft,  or  fun-rife,  then  to  the  Zenith, 
afterwards  to  the  Weft,  and  then  perpendi- 
cularly down  to  the  Nadir.  After  this  he 
takes  three  or  four  hearty  whiffs,  and 
having  done  fo,    prefents  it  to  the  Indian 
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leader,  from  whom  it  is  carried  round  to 
the  whole  party,  the  women  excepted, 
who  are  not  permitted  to  fmoak  out  of  the 
facred  pipe.  When  it  is  intirely  fmoaked 
out,  the  Factor  takes  it  again,  and  having 
twirled  it  three  or  four  times  over  his  head* 
lays  it  deliberately  on  the  tables  which 
being  done,  all  the  Indians  return  him 
thanks  by  a  kind  of  fighing  out  the  word  Ho* 

Though  the  above  ceremony  made  ufe  of 
Iby  the  Indians,  in  fmoking  the  calimut* 
may  Appear  extremely  ridiculous  and  in« 
comprehenfible,  yet  when  we  are  made 
acquainted  with  their  ideas  in  this  refpedt^ 
the  apparent  abfurdity  of  the  cuftom  will 
Vaniih.  By  this  ceremony  they  mean  to 
fignify  to  all  perfbns  concerned,  that  whilffc 
the  furi  (hall  vifit  the  different  parts  of  the 
world,  and  make  day  and  night  *  peace, 
firm  friendship,  and  brotherly  lote,  fhall 
be  eftablifhed  between  the  Englidi  arid  their 
country,  and  the  fame  on  their  part.  By 
twirling  the  pipe  over  the  head,  they 
further  intend  to  imply,  that  all  perfons  of 
the  two  nations j    wherefover  they  may  be^ 
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Hiall   be   included    in    the   friendftiib   and 
brotherhood,  now  concluded  or  renewed. 

After  this  ceremony  is  over,  and  a  further 
gratification  of  bread,  prunes,  &c.  is  pre- 
sented, the  leader  makes  a  fpeech,  gene- 
rally to  the  following  purport : 


tt 
tt 

<< 


"  You  told  me  laft  year  to  bring  maiiy 
Indians   to   trade,   which  I  promifed  to 
do ;   you  fee  I  have  not  lied  \  here  are  a 
great  many  young  men  come  with  me; 
ufe  them  kindly,   I  fay  •  let  them   trade 
good  goods  ;    let  them  trade  good  goods, 
I   fay  !    We  lived  hard  laft  winter  and 
hungry,  the  powder  being  fhort  meafure 
and  bad ;   being   fhort  meafure  and  bad, 
I    fay!     Tell  your   fervants  to   fill    the. 
meafure,  and  not  to  put  their   thumbs 
within  the  brim ;   take  pity  on  us,   take 
pity  on  us,  I  fay  !   We  paddle  a  long  way 
to  fee  you;    we  love  the  Englifh.    Let 
us  trade  good  black  tobacco,   moift  and 
hard  twifted ;   let  us  fee  it  before  it  is 
opened.     Take  pity  on  us ;  take  pity  oil 
ttSi  I  fay  J     The  guns   are  bad,  let  us 
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trade  light  guns,  fmall  in  the  hand,  and 
well  fhaped,  with  locks  that  will  not 
freeze  in  the  winter,  and  red  gun  cafes* 
Let  the  young  men  have  more  than 
meafure  of  tobacco  ;  cheap  kettles,  thick> 
and  high.  Give  us  good  meafure  of 
cloth ;  let  us  fee  the:  old  meafure  j  do 
you  mind  me?  The  young  men  loves 
you,  by  coming  fo  far  to  fee  you ;  take 
pity,  take  pity,  I  fay;  and  give  therri 
good  goods ;  they  like  to  drefs  and  be 
fine.     Do  you  underftand  me  ?'" 


As  foon  as  the  Captain  has  finished  hil 
fpeech,  he,  with  his  followers,  proceed  to 
look  at  the  guns  and  tobacco  j  the  former 
they  examine  with  the  moft  minute  atten- 
tion. When  this  is  over  they  trade  their 
furs  promifcuoufly  ;  the  leader  being  fo  far 
indulged,  as  to  be  admitted  into  the  trading 
room  all  the  time,   if  he  defires  it. 

The  principal  things  neceffary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  an  Indian  and  his  family,  and  which 
they  ufually  trade  for,  are  the  following  :  a 
gun,  a  hatchet,  an  ice  chizel,  Brazil  tobacco, 
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knives,  files,  flints,  powder  and  fhot,  * 
powder  horn,  a  bayonet,  a  kettle,  cloth, 
beads,  and  the  like. 


A    concife    Account    of   the    Trade     i$t 
Hudson's   Bay,   with  the  Method  pur- 
sued by  the  Company  in  carrying  it  on. 

THE  firft  adventurers  procured  a  charter 
from  King  Charles  the  Second,  for  an  ex- 
clufive  trade  to  thefe  countries,  which  is 
dated  May  2,  1670.  Prince  Rupert  was 
their  firft  Governor  -,  the  Duke  of  Albe- 
marle, Lord  Craven,  Lord  Arlington,  and 
feveral  other  noble  perfonages,  conftituted 
the  firft  committee.  The  tenor  of  this 
charter  is  as  full,  ample;  and  comprehen- 
five,  as  words  can  well  make  it ;  and,  as 
if  they  fufpedted  the  intrufion  of  fome  ad- 
venturers on  their  territories,  to  participate 
in  this  valuable  trade,  the  moft  fevere  pe- 
naltiesi  with  forfeiture  of  property,  are 
laid  on  all  thefe,  who  mall  haunt,  fre- 
quent, or  trade  upon  their  coafts  j  how 
E  far 
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far  their  fucceffors  have  been  entitled  to 
thefe  exclufive  immunities,  or  how  far 
their  confined  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
trade  has  proved  beneficial  to  the  country, 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out;  humbly  fub- 
mitting  the  obfervations  I  fhall  make,  to 
the  candour  and  impartiality  of  my  readers « 

The  firft  traders  to  thefe  parts  aded  upon 
principles  much  more  laudable  and  benevo- 
lent,   than    their    fucceffors   feem  to   have 
been   aduated  by.      From    feveral   letters 
which  1  have  read  of  an  early  date,  they  ap- 
pear to  have  had  the  good  of  the  country  at 
heart;    and  to  have  endeavoured  by  every 
equitable  means,  to  render  their  commerce 
profitable  to  the  mother   country.     Their 
inftrudlions   to  their   faftors   were    full  of 
fentiments    of  Chriftianity,  and  contained 
directions  for  their  ufing   every   means  in 
their  power,  to  reclaim  the  uncivilized  In- 
dian s  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm,  and  to  in- 
culcate   in  their  rude  minds  the   humane 
precepts  of  the  gofpel.     They  were  at  the 
fame   time  admonifhed  to  trade  with  them 
equitably,    and  to    take  no  advantage  of 
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their  dative  fimplicity.  They  were  further 
inftrufted  to  explore  the  country,  and  t6 
reap  fueh  benefit  from  the  foil  and  produce 
thereof,  as  might  redound  to  the  intereft 
of  the  Engiifh  nation,  as  well  as  contri- 
bute to  their  own  emolument.  And  laftly^ 
they  were  directed  to  be  particularly  care- 
ful in  feeing  that  the  European  fervants 
behaved  orderly,  and  lived  in  fobriety  and 
temperance,  obfefving  a  proper  veneration 
for  the  fervice  of  God,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  eolledively  performed  at  every  feafon- 
able  opportunity. 

Thefe  were  injundiohs  worthy  the  ex- 
alted ftations  and  rank  in  life  of  thofe 
who  had  the  firft  direction  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Company  ;  and  reflected  much  honour 
on  their  characters*  as  nienand  chriftians : 
and  had  thefe  praife-worthy  eftablimments 
been  adhered  to,  the  country  granted  them 
might  at  this  day  have  been  an  ornament  to 
the  ftate,  and  a  gem  in  the  imperial  dia- 
dem.—But  mark  the  contraft. 
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Inftead  of  encouraging  the  trade,  by  a 
mild,  equitable,   and  engaging  deportment 
towards  the  natives  ;— inftead  of  ingratiat- 
ing themfelves  by  affability  and  condefcen- 
fion  with  a  harmlefs  people,  they  ufe  them 
with  undeferved  rigour,  caufing  them  fre- 
quently to  be  beat  and  mal-treated,  although 
they  have  come   fome  hundreds  of  miles 
in  order  to  barter  their  fkins,    and  procure 
a  few  neceffaries  to  guard  againft  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  approaching  winter  :  and  this 
is  one  reafon  why  the  trade  of  York  Fort 
has   fo   materially  declined  of  late  years  > 
the   decreafe  has    chiefly  arifen   from   the 
cruel  treatment  the   Indians   generally  re- 
ceive from  the  Factors. 

I  refided  feven  years  under  one  of  the 
Governors  of  that  fettlement,  during  which 
time,  I  can  with  the  greateft  truth  de- 
clare, that  the  trade  yearly  decreafed,  and 
that  entirely  through  his  repeated  bad  treat- 
ment of  the  Indians.  At  a  time  when  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  America  are 
annually  diminifhing,  from  the  exceflive 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  the  diftempers 
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incident  to  the  climate ; — at  a  time  when 
they  have  near  them,  as  rivals  in  the  trade, 
more  induftrious  and  fuccefsful  adventurers, 
(I  mean  the  Canadian  traders  ;)  it  certainly 
would  be  more  commendable  and  politic 
in  the  Company's  fervants,  to  endeavour 
to  gain  the  affe&ions  of  the  Indians,  by 
every  exertion  in  their  power  ;  more  efpe- 
cially  by  condefcenfion,  by  fair  dealing, 
and  by  cultivating  reciprocal  amity  between 
the  Company  and  all  the  nations  they  trade 
with.  Another  reafon  why  the  Company's 
trade  is  fo  very  infignificant,  is  a  total  want 
of  fpirit  in  themfelves,  to  pufh  it  on  with 
that  vigour  the  importance  of  the  conteft 
defer ves.  The  merchants  from  Canada 
have  been  heard  to  acknowledge,  that  were 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  to  profecute 
their  inland  trade  in  a  fpirited  manner,  they 
muft  be  foon  obliged  to  give  up  all  thoughts 
of  penetrating  into  the  country ;  as  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  Company's  factories  to 
the  inland  parts,  they  can  afford  to  under- 
fel  them  in  every  branch. 
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To  explain  this  emulation  between  the 
Company  and  the  Canadian  traders,  it  will 
tie  neceflary  to  go  b,ack  a  few  years,  and 
review  the  ftate  of  the  Company  in  the 
year  1773.  iVbout  that  ^ime  the  Canadian 
traders  from  Montreal,  a&uated  by  a  laud* 
able  fpirit  of  induftry  and  adventure,  and 
experiencing  the  pecuniary  advantages  that 
refulted  from  their  exertions,  had  become 
fo  numerous  arid  indefatigable  at  the  head 
of  the  rivers  which  lpad  to  the  Company's 
fettlements,  th^t  the  trade  of  the  latter 
was  in  a  great  meafure  put  off*  from  its; 
ufual  channel.  The  Indians  being  fupplied 
with  every  thing  they  could  wifh  for  at 
their  own  doors,  had  no  longer  pccafion, 
as  they  hitherto  had  done,  to  build  canops^ 
and  paddle  feyeral  hundred  miles,  for  the 
fake  of  cultivating  a  commerce  with  Euro- 
peans ;  in  which  peregrination  they  were 
frequently  exppfed  to  muph  danger  from 
Jiunger ;  fo  much  fo,  that  at  one  time, 
feven  canoes  of  upland  Indians  perifhed  on 
their  return  to  their  own  coqntry. 
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Ever  fince  the  above  period,  the  Ca- 
nadian adventurers  have  annually  increafed 
in  the  upland  country,  much  to  their  own 
emolument,  and  the  great  lofs  of  the  Com- 
pany; who,  it  may  be  faid,  are  fleeping 
at  the  edge  of  the  fea,  without  fpirit,  and 
without  vigour  or  inclination  to  aflert  that 
right,  which  their  exclufive  charter,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  account,  entitles 
them  to. 

It  is  true,  they  have  at  this  time  a  few 
eftablifliments  in  the  interior  country  ;  but 
thefe  are  carried  on  in  fuch  a  languid  man- 
ner, that  their  exertions  have  hitherto 
proved  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
planting  their  opponents.  Though  the 
factors  on  this  employ  repeatedly  urged  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  allowing  the  fer- 
vants  inland,  an  additional  ftipend,  it  was 
not  till  the  year  1782,  that  they  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  give  them  fifteen  pounds 
per  annum  ;  while  the  Canadian  merchants 
gave  their  labouring  hands  from  thirty  to 
forty  pounds  per  year.  This  ill-timed 
parlimony,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  impo- 
E  4  litic ; 
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litic  ;  for  they  are  obliged  to  leave  a  Coa- 
fiderable  quantity  of  furs  inland  every  year, 
for  want  of  men  to  navigate  the  canoes  ; 
and  as  thefe  fkjns  are  much  accumulated 
by  the  next  year's  trade,  they  have  always 
furs  tq  a  very  considerable  amount,  dead 
and  unprofitable  on  their  hands. 

In  the  next  place,  their  employing  In- 
dians for  this  purpofe,  helps  to  compleat 
the  meafure  of  their  ftupidity;  for,  after 
the  natives  have  traded  their  furs,  they  are 
paid  to  the  value  of  twelve  beaver  fkins 
for  every  bundle  taken  down  to  the  Fac- 
tory, and  the  fame  for  every  bundle  of 
goods  brought  back.  In  this  manner  are 
they  employed  for  near  fix  months  in  the 
year,  and  thereby  prevented  from  attend- 
ing to  their  hunting  excurfions  ;  in  which, 
during  the  time  they  are  thus  engaged, 
they  might  have  colledled  a  good  quantity 
of  furs.  This  is  not  all;-~as  they  fuppofe 
the  Company  cannot  do  without  them, 
they  fet  a  great  value  on  their  fervices,  and 
pmit  no  opportunity  of  letting  the  factors 
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know,    that  they  are  able  to  form  a  proper 
pftimate  of  their  confequence. 

To  obviate  thefe  difficulties,  the  traders 
from  Montreal  employ  all  Canadian  fer- 
vants,  who  are  in  every  refped  better  adapt- 
ed for  the  ferviee  than  the  indolent  Indians. 

The  Company  fignify  to  their  Fa&ors* 
that  they'  have  an  indifputable  right  to  all 
the  territories  about  Hudfon's  Bay,  not 
only  including  the  Straits  and  Bay,  with  all 
the  rivers,  inlets,  &c.  therein,  but  likewife 
to  all  the  countries,  lakes,  &c.  indefinitely 
to  the  weftward,  explored  and  unexplored. 
They  therefore  ftigmatize  the  Canadian 
merchants  with  the  infulting  epithets  of 
pedlars,  thieves,  and  interlopers  ;  though 
the  quantity  of  furs  imported  by  themfelves 
bears  no  comparifon  to  thofe  fent  from  Ca- 
nada. If  this  unbounded  claim,  to  which 
they  pretend,  be  founded  upon  juftice,  why, 
in  the  name  of  equity,  do  they  not  aflert 
thefe  pretenfions  by  a  proper  application  to 
Parliament  to  remove  the  induftrious  ped- 
lars, whom  they  would  feem  to  look  upon 
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with  fuch  ineffable  contempt,  and  prevent 
their  any  longer  encroaching  on  their  ter- 
ritories j  but  the  fhock  they  received  from 
the  parliamentary  application  of  the  pa- 
triotic Mr.  Dobbs,  in  the  year  1749, 
has  given  them  a  diftafte  to  parliamentary 
inquiries.  They  know  the  weaknefs  of 
their  claim,  and  the  inftability  of  their  pre- 
tenfions ;  it  is  therefore  their  intereft  tot 
hide  from  an  inquifitive  and  deluded  nation, 
every  inveftigation  which  might  tend  to 
bring  to  light  the  futility  of  their  proceed- 
ings. 


If  the  Canadian  traders  can  adduce  any 
profit  to  themfelves  by  profecuting  this 
inland  bufinefs,  what  are  not  the  Hudfon's 
Bay  Company  enabled  to  do,  with  every 
advantage  on  their  fide  ?  The  former  pay 
their  fervants  four  times  the  falary  which 
the  latter  do;  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
they  have  to  encounter  are  much  greater ; 
the  diftance  from  Montreal  to  the  interior 
country  is  immenfe  ;  £0  that  when  put  in" 
competition  with  the  advantages  and  con- 
veniences of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company, 
they  will  not  admit  of  the  flighted  com- 

parifon. 
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parifon.  The  goods  which  the  latter  land 
in  the  country  in  Auguft,  are  realized  in 
London  the  enfuing  autumn  ;  whereas  the 
Canadian  merchants  are  always  two  yeajf-s  ia 
advance;  the  goods  which  are  fent  from 
Montreal  in  May,  making  no  returns  in 
the  London  market  till  two  years  after- 
wards. 

Notwithstanding  they  have  fo  many  ob- 
stacles to  furmount,  the  following  account 
of  the  furs  imported  from  Canada  in  1782 
will  {hew  of  what  value  this  trade  is  to 
the  nation,  and  the  indefatigable  induffry 
pf  thofe  who  carry  it  on.  According  to 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  method  of 
bringing  all  kinds  of  furs  into  beaver,  the 
total  amount  of  £he  fkins  imported,  by 
this  valuation  is  281,493,  which  fold  for 
127,4231.  7s.  5<i.  By  this  calculation  it 
appears,  that  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company 
do  not  import,  from  all  their  fettlements, 
fo  many  furs  in  four  years,  as  thefe  poor 
pedlars  do  in  one. 


III 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  inquiry  in  1749,  it 
appeared  by  papers  laid  by  the  Company 
before  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  their  original  flock  had  been  from 
time  to  time  augmented,  as  underneath. 


1676.  Oft.  16.     It  appeared  by  their  books  that 
their  flock  then  was  10*500 

1690.  Sept.     The  fame  being  trebled,  is  31,500 

•■I720.  Aug.  29.    Their  Hock  being  again  trebled,  is  94,500 

A  fubfcription   was   then  taken  at    10  per   cent. 

amounting  to  -  -  -  3^5° 

Pec.  23.  which  being 4pud^^  is  •  6,300 

£-103,950 


A  List 
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A  List  of  the  Proprietors  of  Stock 
at  that  T^irne. 


The  King's  Most 
Dame  Mary  Abner 
Mrs.  Sarah  Amurfl 
Mrs.  Sarah  Ainfworth 
Mr.  Thomas  Aftley 
Mr,  James  Afton 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Batt 
Mrs.  Ofmond  Beavoir 
Mr.  Samuel  Bennet 
Dr.  William*Berryman 
Charles  Berrymaii 
William  Gould 
Mary  Hud  fori 
Mrs.  Hermanns  Berens 
Henry  Robert  Boy  leader 
Mrs.  Sarah  Bearcliffe 
Edward  Beumaby,  Efq; 
Rev.  Daniel  Beumaby 
Mrs.  Hannah  Briftow 
Mr.  Thomas  Hill 
Mr.  Peter  Hudfon 
Sir  Edward  Hulfe,  Bart, 
Samuel  Jones,  Efq; 
Captain  John  Jacobs 
Thomas  Knapp,  Efq; 


Excellent  Majesty-. 
Sir  Atweli  Lake,  Bart, 
William  Eldertoii 
Bybye  Lake,  Efq; 
Mr.  William  Leapidge 
Mr.  John  Loton 
Mr.  John  Perry 
Mr.  George  Love 
Mr,  John  Anthony  Merle 
John  Merry,  Efq; 
Robert  Merry,  Efq; 
Mr.  Robert  Manning 
Mrs.  Mary  Butterfield 
Alexander  Campbell,  Efij; 
John  Carew,  Efq; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carew 
Mr.  Edmund  Chiihule 
Mr,  John  Collet 
HenryCorneys,  Efq; 
Cooper  Speeke,  Efq; 
George  Speeke,  Efq; 
Mr.  Abraham  Crop 
Rev,  Mr.  John  Dalton 
Richard  Dalton 
John  Dalton 

Mr 
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Mr.  William  Elef tori 
Peter  Elers,  Efq; 
Mr.  Thomas  Elerton 
George  Elers>  Efq; 
Mr.  Ifaac  Franks 
Mr.  Francis  Goflling 
Charles  Goflling,  Efqj 
Mr.  James  Gould 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Gyles 
Mr.  Henry  Hall 
Sir  Thomas  Hankey,  Knt. 
Mr.  Samuel  Herring 
Mr.  Francis  Snell 
Henry  Sperling,  Efq; 
Richard  Spooner,  Efq; 
Mr.  John  Stanionder 
Mr.  Henry  Sykes 
Thomas  Thorpe,  Efq; 
Mark  Hurfton,  Efq; 
Mr.  Lodowick  Mansfield 
Mrs.  Ann  Mitchell 
Mr.  Benjamin  Mitchell 
Mrs.  jane  Parker 
Mr.  John  Pitt 
Rev.  Mr,  John  Perry 


Mrs.  Mary  Perry 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pery* 
Mrs.  Ann  Pery 
Mr.  John  Pery 
Mr.  Samuel  Herring 
Mr.  John  Prickard 
Samuel  Pitt,  Efq; 
Mr.  William  Pofton 
Mr.  Thomas  Reynard 
t)r»  Henry  Rayner 
Samuel  Remnant,  Efq£ 
Mr.  Rowland  Rogers 
Mr.  Daniel  Rolfe 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Saunderfoii 
Mr.  Albert  Shafter 
Mr.  John  Shaw- 
Captain  James  Winter 
Mr.  James  Watts 
Mr.  Williarii  Tower 
Mrs.  Mary  Ward 
Mr.  George  Wegg 
Samuel  Wegg,  Efqt 
George  Wegg,  Efq$ 
Mr.  Jofeph  Winter* 


Jtt 
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An  Account  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Exports  of 
Trading  Goods^  and  Charges  attending  carrying  on  their 
Trade  ^  and  ?naintaining  the  Facloriesfor  Ten  Tears* 


Trad 

ing 

Goods  only 

Fa&ories,  &c* 

Anno 

£•     *- 

a. 

Anno 

£-     * 

/. 

1739 

• 

3477    8 

5 

1739 

- 

12*245  *4 

9 

1740 

- 

4052  14 

5 

1740 

- 

13,346^    9 

3 

1741 

- 

4028     8 

3 

1741 

- 

ii,757  10 

6 

1742 

- 

3618  15 

11 

1742 

- 

12,084     3 

0 

J  743 

.  * 

3613   13 

0 

1743 

- 

12,772     0 

J 

'744 

- 

415^2  16 

11 

*744 

- 

20,201   13 

IX 

1745 

- 

3810     5 

2 

1745 

- 

21,702     0 

S 

4746 

- 

3390     8 

S 

1746 

- 

19,360  11 

4 

1747 

- 

3H3  18 

4 

1747 

- 

16,609  13 

4 

*74* 

3453     2 
36,741    n 

7 
5 

1748 

FafloryCh. 

x7>352     4 

10 

157,432  14 

4 

Tra.Goods 

3&,74r    n 

5 

I94.I74     5 

9 

Com.  ann. 

*9»+*7     8 

6 

Amount  of  the  Company's  Exports  for  Ten  Years* 


1739 

1 74O 
1741 
1742 
«743 
*744 
1745 
1746 

1747 
*74* 


£•   s.  it 

4994  5  10 
5630  10  11 
5622  11  4 

4007  o  o 
4894  II  II 
6736  o  9 
5462  19  6 

5431  7  It 
4581  8  7 
5102  12  3 

52,463  9  P 


— — 
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If  thefe  accounts  are  faithful,  and  wc  ard 
not  to  fuppbfe  a  fet  of  gentlemen  would  at- 
tempt to  impofe  a  fallacy  on  that  auguft 
AfTembly,  the  dividends  of  the  Hudfon's 
Bay  Company  muft  have  been  very  fmall 
indeed  ;  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
recapitulation  of  expences,  &c*  from  1739 
to  1748  inclufive* 

£.  L  di 

Charges  of  Shipping,   Factories,  Servants  1 

Wages,  &c.  in  ten  years              «            J  *57>432  H  4 

Exports  in  that  time              -              -             52>4-6*3  9  © 

Total  Expences  -  209,896     3     4 

Amount  of  the  ieveral  Sales    273,542   18     8 

Clear  Profits  from  the  Trade  in  Ten  Years     63,646  15     4 

dividends 
prietors 


Dividends  in  One  Year  among  xoo  Pro- 7      6    6  ft 


For  each  Proprietor 


63   12  it 


If"  tlien  they  could  not  afford  to  divide 
more  than  this,  in  the  very  zenith  of  their 
profperity,  how  inconfiderable  muft  their 
gains  have  been  of  late  years*  fine'e  the 
Canadian  traders  have  penetrated  the  interior 
country !  Their  expences  have  ittcreafed  in  a 
threefold  proportion,  and  their  importations 

have 
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have  decreafed  at  lead:  one  third  fince  the 
above  period. 

By  way  of  elucidating  this  affertion,  I 
Ihall  jufi  ftate  the  difference  of  maintaining 
York  Fort  at  pre  fen  t,  and  the  expences  at- 
tending the  fame  at  the  time  the  above  en- 
quiry took  place* 

York  Fort  at  this  time  has  four  fiib'ordi- 
hate  fettlements;  at  which  fettlemehts,  con- 
jointly^ the  Company  allow  100  fervants, 
whofe  wages  amount  to  about  1860I.  per 
annum;  befides  a  floop  of  60  tons,  that 
makes  a  voyage  once  a  yfear  between  York 
Fort  and  Severn  Fa&ories.  To  difcharge 
thefe  expence^  they  receive  upon  an  average 
from  thetrx  all  about  25000  {kins.  In  the 
year  1748,  the  complement  of  men  at  that 
fettlement  was  no  more  thaii  twenty-five, 
Whofe  wages  amounted  to  47 ol.  per  annum, 
knd  the  trade  then  flood  it  30,600  fkins 
one  year  with  another.  The  other  eftablifh- 
ments  which  the  Company  maintain  in  the 
Bay,  have  fuffered  the  like?  proportional 
F  chaflge, 
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change,  all  decreafing  in  trade,  and  bearing 
additional  incumbrances. 


It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  calcula- 
tions in  the  annexed  Table,  with  many 
others,  were  compulfively  produced  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  is  not 
the  inclination  of  the  Company,  that  the 
minuteft  matter  relating  to  their  trade 
Ihould  be  expofed  to  public  view.  They 
do  not  even  allow  their  fadtors  to  know 
what  the  furs  fell  for  in  London,  for  fear 
that  inquifitivenefs,  to  which  mankind  are 
prone,  Ihould  lead  them  to  fpeculate,  and 
draw  inferences  on  matters  which  the  lords 
of  the  foil  deem  their  own  feparate  prero- 
gative. But  the  ftation  I  was  in  while  I 
refided  in  the  Bay,  enabled  me  to  know  for 
a  certainty,  that  the  quantity  of  furs  im- 
ported of  late  years  has  fallen  very  fhort  of 
their  former  imports ;  though  it  is  allowed 
they  fell  better  now  than  at  a  prior  period. 

As  it  was  the  ardent  wifh  of  Arthur 
Dobbs,  Efq.  and  his  friends,  by  inftituting 
this  parliamentary  inquiry,  to  lay  the  trade 
open  to  the  nation  at  large;  fo  it  was  equally 

the 


AN      ACCOUNT 

OF      THE 

IMPORTS  OR  SALES  OF  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY  FOR  TEN  YEARS. 


Tofao 


W$2t 


Skins,  &c. 


1740, 


Elks 

Oftorum 

Whale-fins 

Minks 
Whale  Oil  an: 

beer  Skins 

Goofe  Quills 
Mufcjuafli 


t  5      S\  P'"C 

6     5 


s.     d. 

6991 1  at  5     8    p.fk 

J24S5      6     6 
Sji      5     si  do, 
900      8  ii| 
5-3       6     7s  do. 
784      6   iof 
3»7    .4  n| 

64*      12      3 


3485 


1741. 


7fp-ft 


18679 

6z3  5  5     do. 

743  20  S§  do- 

5"  7  5l  do. 

871  7  o     do. 

340  16  ici  do. 

771  13  6f  do, 


I      ijp.lb 
J3     2|  do. 


6  3°      1   10-I  do. 


47^9" 


5     5*P-fe 
5     8J  do. 

5     6f  do. 


637 


64954  a! 


5  9t  do. 
13  S§  do. 
12  7}  do, 

3  1     do. 

6  1  do, 
2  ll  do. 
1  ojp.lb 

I  I  3         dO; 

1  11J  do. 


5  p-fc 

2  p.fk 

4 J  d>. 

4l  do. 


5      S|  do. 
1 6     8^  do. 


61350 
4906 

596 

111S    1 
443     1 


6      3J  d: 


si  do. 


335    23     6     do. 


1 3  do. 


53506  at  6     6|p.ik 

18992       5   ,,     do. 

9°3     13     o     do. 


38i     24 


5     8J  do 

o     6|  do 

7|  do, 

I      do. 
61  do, 


7     6     do. 


3845 


»  5     4|  P-flc 

5     3?  do. 


8     5  J  do. 
5   n|  dot 


679 


4   p./k 

4|  do. 


4|   do. 

3  p.* 


8  p./k 

'I  do. 


1060     14     8     do. 
73    12     o 


2  a  p.fk 

3  6 


To  Michaelmas 

'747- 

s.     d. 

39505' 

tl   .o|p.fk 

'°574 

5  >£  do. 

854 

0  9|  do. 

'399 

12  r|  do. 

3S0 

it  7|  do. 

843 

6  5|  do. 

300 

19  3l  do. 

1-48. 

1.  d. 

52716 

"7  6  p./k 

84S5 

6  8  do.. 

'445 

9  -,1  ; 

1199 

IO    |C|  do 

5=7 

977 

5  0  do. 

37< 

*2  7  do. 

1663 

9  6|  do. 

5838 

3  8 


o     M. 
9Jp.lk 


/"•23,32s     5  1 


6  804    ig       7 


^ 


/ 
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tht  deiire  of  the  Company  ftill  to  enjoy  thofe 
profits,  .by  which  they  had  benefited  them- 
felves  fbr  fo  many  years.     To  accomplish 
this  flattering  end,    they  left  no  ftone  un- 
turned,    no   evidence   unproduced,    which 
might  tend  to  confirm  them  in  this  mono- 
poly.    Accordinglyi  the  teftimony  of  feveral 
witnefies    was    not    admitted,    there   being 
reafon   to   believe  that  they  had  been  tam- 
pered with  by  the  Company.     It  is  not  then 
to  bp  fuppofed,   that  any  papers  were  laid 
■  before  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  but  fuch  as  helped  to  fupport  thefe 
pretentions,  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  their 
opponents,   and  fcreen  from  the  infpe&ion 
of  the  people  the  evil  of  their  proceedings, 
as  a  commercial  Company; 

To  exhibit  at  one  view  a  ftate  of  their 
feveral  eftablifhments  in  the  Bay  at  prefent, 
I  fubjoin  the  following  table* 


Churchill 
York  Fort       ; 
Severn  Houfe  J 
Albany  Fort 
Moofe  Fort      ] 


Trade  on 

Indian 

J  Ships  con- 

'  Sloops  In  th( 

i  &K  df 

Lat.N. 

Long.W. 

Average. 

Settlemj     iigned  to.  /    Country,    j  Serv. 

*hip    tons      ihip    tons) 

59       o 

94     3C 

1 0,OOC 

i of 250 

iof7b  j  25 

57     ic 

56        12 

93     kc 

88     57 

>  25,000 

4 

>  1 of 25c 

>  i  of  60 

roo 

52        18 

35      18 

5,60c 

2 

?   : 

5° 

51       2g 

53     24 

83     15 
78     5c 

I    7,000 

2 
8 

>  1Q12Z0 
3—780 

1  of  70 

I  0f7G 

40 

2L  : 

1 

47,6001 

4-  tyo] 

240 

— - 
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A  Standard  of  Trade,  by  which  the  Go- 
vernor, or  Fader,  is  ordered  by  the  Com- 
pany to  trade  with  the  natives.  N.B.  This 
is  intended  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of 
a  regular  fettled  plan  of  trade;  but  though 
this  farce  may  be  played  off  to  thofe  who 
have  not  had  the  opportunities  of  knowing 
the  deception,  it  will  not  have  that  effed 
upon  a  perfon  who  has  afted  for  them  as 
trader,  and  made  up  their  account  books. 


beav. 

beav. 

*                                            Glafs  beads 

lb.  1  as 

2 

Orrice  lace 

yd.  iias  1 

China  ditto 

1 

6 

Rings  brafs 

No.  3       i 

Kettles  brafs 

1 

1* 

Files 

1        1 

Coarfe  cloth 

yd.   1 

3 

Tobacco  boxes 

1       1 

Blankets 

No.  1 

7 

Awl  blades 

8       1 

Tobacco  Brazil 

lb.  | 

1 

Boxes  barrel 

3       * 

Ditto  leaf 

1 

1 

Hawks  bells 

pr.  12       1 

Ditto  Eng.  roll 

i 

1 

Sword  blades 

No.  1       1 

Shirts  check 

No.  1 

2 

Ice  duffels 

1       1 

Ditto  white 

1 

2 

Gun  worms 

4      i 

Stockings  yarn 

pr.  * 

2 

Hats  coarfe 

1       4 

Powder 

lb.  1 

1 

Trunks  fmall  leather  1       4 

JJ                                     ;  Shot 

4 

1 

Needles 

12       1 

Duffels 

yd.   1 

2 

Hatchet 

1       1 

Knives 

No.  4 

1 

Brandy 

gall.  1       4 

Guns 

1 

14 

Medals 

No.  12      1 

Combs 

1 

1 

Thimblesf 

6      1 

41                                           Flints 

16 

1 

Collars  brafs 

1      * 

^                                         Vermilion 

lb.  1 

16 

Fire  fteels 

3      * 

■                                           Piftols 

No.  1 

7 

Razors 

2      tf 

fl                                          Sm.  burning  glaffes     1 

1 

Thread 

lb.  1       i 

;*                                          bartering 

yd.  i| 

1 

(  %  ) 

Notwithftanding  this  pretended  Standard 
is  in  itfelf  fufficiently  hard  upon  the  Indians, 
and  difcouraging  to  the  trade,  yet  the  Fac- 
tors, and  the  Company,  in  conjunction,  do 
not  think  it  fo  ;  for  out  of  this  a  pernicious 
overplus  trade  muft  be  raifedj  which,  as 
Mr.  Robfon  juftly  obferves,  is  big  with  ini- 
quity f  and  ftriking  at  the  very  root  of  their 
trade  as  a  chartered  Company.  It  is  in- 
tended to  augment  the  emoluments  of  the 
Governor,  at  the  expence  of  juftice  and  com- 
mon honefty.  It  oppreffes  the  Indian,  who 
lives  a  moll  wretched  life,  and  encounters 
a  variety  of  difficulties,  cold,  hunger,  and 
fatigue,  to  procure  a  few  neceffaries  for 
himfelf  and  indigent  family. 

This  Overplus  trade,  as  it  is  called,  is 
carried  on  in  the  following  manner;  for  in- 
ftance  j  fuppofe  an  Indian  would  trade  rlf$ 
of  glafs  beads,  it  is  fet  down  in  the  ftand- 
at  2  beaver  fkins;  but  the  confcientious 
trader  will  demand  3,  or  perhaps  4  beaver 
ikins  for  it ;  if  the  Indian  alks  for  a  blanket 
he  muft  pay  8  beavers ;  and  if  he  would 
purchafe  a  gallon  of  brandy,  he  mult  give 

after 


-,^^~ 
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after  the  rate  of  8  beaver  (kins  for  it,  as  it 
is  always  one  half,  and  fometimes  two 
thirds  water.  The  confequence  of  this 
griping  way  of  trade  is  in  the  end  very  hurt- 
ful to  themfelves,  as  the  Canadians,  in  the 
interior  country,  underfell  them  in  every 
article. 

If  this  were  the  only  means  which  the 
traders  purfued  in  dealing  fo  unjuftly  by 
the  natives,  fo  many  ingenuous  and  well- 
informed  writers  would  not  have  taken  up 
their  pens  to  expofe  the  Company  and  their 
their  fervants,  upon  account  of  this  uncon- 
fcionable  profit  on  their  goods.  It  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that  among  all  thofe  who  have 
Written  on  the  fubjed:,  not  one  has  at- 
tempted to  vindicate  the  Company  from  the 
numerous  and  juft  complaints,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  alledged  againft 
them.  It  would  be  unreafonable  to  fuppofe 
they  all  are  influenced  by  prejudice,  or 
actuated  by  chimerical  illufions :  No  !  the 
love  of  truth,  and  a  facred  regard  for  their 
country,  appears  to  me  to  be  th#  only  fource 

from 
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from  whence  ifllie  fuch  repeated  complaints 
of  mifconduft. 

It  is  to  obferved,  that  the  Beaver  Skin 
is  the  meafure  by  which  the  Company  value 
every  kind  of  peltry,  &c.  in  trading  with 
the  Indians,  as  will  be  ftcn  by  the  following 
comparative  valuation,  which  is  annually 
inferted  in  their  Account  Books,  but  which 
is  no  more  adhered  to  than  the  preceding 
ilandard. 

A  Valuation,  &c. 


beav. 
Tull  grown  moofe  fkin  i  as  2 
Cub  ditto  1       1 

Old  bears  1       3 

Cub  ditto        ,  1        1 

Foxes  black  1       4 

Ditto  grey  1        3 

Ditto  white  2       1 

Ditto  red  1        1 

Ditto  brown  2       1 

Wolf  1       2 

Wolverins  1       2 


Cats 


■fti] 


Otter  old  parchment  1 
Ditto  cub  and  drefl  2 
Martins  prime  2 

Ditto  ordinary  3 

Deer  buck  1 

Ditto  doe  2 

Mufquafh  6 

Goofe  feathers  lb.  10 
Ditto  quills  No.  200  o 
Caflorum  lb.  2 


beav* 
as  2 

1 

l 

1 

x 

1 

t 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Here  again  the  fa&or  has  an  ample  field 
to  outdo  the  natives  in  cunning,  and  to  ex- 
hibit an  unprincipled  propenfity  to  augment 
his  own  private  and  perfonal  emolument* 
For  inftance,  a  quart  of  brandy  by  the  Com- 
pany's ftandard,  fhould  be  valued  at  one  beaver 
ikin,  but  by  being  one  half  water,  the  price 
is  made  two  beaver  fkins,  which  is  equal  in 
trade  to  a  wolf,  wolverin,  or  cat  fkin ;  but 
the  trader  will  inform  the  Indian,  that  each 
of  thefe  fkins  is  but  of  the  fame  value  as  onq 
beaver ;  fo  that  after  he  has  gained  one  beaver 
by  the  iniquitous  adulteration,  he  gains  ano- 
ther in  the  fame  article  by  trading  it  for  any 
fkin  that  is  valued  at  one  more  than  the; 
beaver  fkin. 

The  fame  unfair  dealing  is  pra&ifed 
throughout  every  branch  of  the  trade,  fo 
that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  produce  other 
examples.  Let  it  fuffice  to  ftate  the  value 
of  a  gallon  of  Englifh  fpirits  in  London, 
and  the  return  it  makes  at  the  fame  market. 
The  Company  pay  at  the  rate  of  2od.  a  gal- 
lon ;  this,  according  to  the  foregoing  man- 
ner of  trading,  produces  eight  beaver  fkins, 

weighing 
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weighing  about  iolb.  which,  at  the  medium 
pf  i  as.  per  lb.  amounts  to  61.  Iter  ling ;— avery 
confiderable  profit  truly  on  the  mm  of  is.  JBd 
But  even  this  is  fometimes  exceeded ;  for 
fuppofing  a  gallon  of  brandy  traded  for  otter 
fkins,  the  gains  are  ftill  more  confiderable, 
the  return  then  will  be  about  81.  fierling* 
A  four-penny  comb  will  barter  for  a  bear's 
|kin,  which  is  worth  2I. 

From  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  enor- 
mity of  their  tranfactions  in  trade  is  as  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  characters  as  merchants  and 
Chriftians,  as  it  is  diametrically  oppofite  to 
found  policy. 

The  Governors  have  a  cuftom  of  trailing 
the  natives  in  the  fall  of  the  year  with  goods 
to  the  amount  of  a  certain  number  of  beaver 
ikins,  which  they  are  to  repay  with  furs  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year,  when  the  river  ice  breaks 
up.  But  it  fometimes  fo  happens,  that  the  In- 
dian has  had  bad  luck  in  hunting;  misfortunes 
by  death,  or  other  cafualties  may  have  hap- 
pened to  his  family;  orperhapshe  has  fallen  in 
the  wayof  the  Canadian  traders,  the  temptation 

of 
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of  whofe  fpirituous  liquors  he  has  not  been 
able  to  refift,  and  confequently  he  had  parted 
with  his  furs  for  their  commodities,  which 
he   could   get   much   cheaper   than   at  the 
Company's  fettlements ;— in  this  cafe,  when 
the  unfortunate  Indian  arrives  at  the  Fa&ory, 
which  he  is  neceffitated  to  vifit  or  ftarve,  he  is 
reduced  to  fuch  poverty,  that  perhaps  he  has 
not  a  rag  to  cover  his  nakednefs,  or  the  leafl 
property   to    procure   one  neceffary   article. 
Though  this  misfortune  falls  very  heavy  op  the 
cuftreffed  Indian,  the  fole  exiftence  of  whofe 
family  depends  upon  his  being  provided  with 
hunting   accoutrements,    fuch   was  the    ob- 
duracy of  the  Governor  of  York  Fort,  before 
referred  to,  that  whenever  it  happened,  he 
was  fo  far  from  fympathizing  with  the  un- 
happy favage,  that  he  frequently  not  only 
upbraided  but  beat  them  moil  cruelly.    This, 
however,  was  ufually  productive  of  no  good 
effect;  for  the  Indian,  not  infenfible  to  the 
injury  he  had  received,  went  away  burning 
with  revenge,  and  ready  to  retaliate,    when- 
ever it  might  be  in  his  power. 

In  confequence  of  this  tyrannical   ufage, 
the  trade    gradually    fell  off,    where   the 

above 
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above  perfon  refided,  and  through  his  mifcon-* 
duft,  the  intereft  of  his  matters,  has  been 
much  injured;  the  Indians  taking  their  furs  to 
other  fettlements.  Upon  thefe  occafions,  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  them  reforted  to  the 
Canadians  trading  inland,  by  which  means 
the  trade  was  diverted  to  another  channel,  and 
the  oppreffer  as  well  as  the  Company  paid 
dear  for  his  unfeafonable  flights  of  paffion. 

The  Indians  are  a  free  people,  inhabiting  a 
country  of  vaft  extent  ^  which  country  they 
fay  is  their  own,  and  that  we  come  to  them 
for  the  fake  of  trade.  They  are  exceedingly 
fufceptible  of  injuries  received,  and  not  very 
prone  to  forgivenefs  ;  confequently  this  man 
was  but  little  efteemed  by  them-  Nor  was 
he  more  refpe&ed  by  thpfe  who  were  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  ferve  under  him*  His 
difpofition  was  vindidive  and  unfociable,  to 
the  laft  degree.  Englifh  as  well  as  Indians 
felt  the  weight  of  his  oppreffive  temper, 
which  diffufed  its  corroding  effedt  to  every 
objedt.  Domeftic  happinefs  was  a  ilranger 
|o  his  table,  and  his  mefmates  lived  a  moil 

unhappy 
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unhappy  life,  under  the  rod  of  this  unre- 
lenting tafk-mafter. 

Another  fevere  ftroke  which    the  Com- 
pany has  lately  fultained,  will  be  an  infuper- 
able  bar  to  their  rifing  to  their  former  pros- 
perity, for  many  years  to  come,  were  there 
no  other  obftacle  in  the  way;  I  mean  the 
ravages  which  the  fmall-pox  has  made  among 
the   Indians.      That  epidemical  and  raging 
diforder  has  fpread  an  almoft  univerfal  mor- 
tality throughout  the  country  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  extending  its  destruc- 
tive effe&s  through  every  tribe  and  nation, 
fparing  neither  age  nor  fex.     It  is  fuppofed 
that  it  was  introduced  among  them  by  fome 
of  their  war  parties  during  the  fummer  of 
1 78 1  ;  and  by  the  fall  of  the  year  1782,  it 
had  diffufed  itfelf  to  every  known  part  of  the 
country. 

The  diftrefTes  of  the  Indians  by  this  vifita- 
tion  have  been  truly  deplorable,  and  demand  the 
tribute  of  pity  from  every  humane  perfon. 
As  the  fmall-pox  had  never  before  been 
among  them,  and  they  were  utter  Grangers 
to  the  malignity  of  its  infectious  property, 

they 
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they  at  firft  imagined  it  to  be  no  more  than  a 
fimple  breaking  out  on  the  fkin  which-  would 
difappear  of  itfelf ;  but  it  was  not  long  before 
they  had  every  reafon  to  entertain  very  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions.  Numbers  began  to  die 
on  every  fide  |  the  infection  fpread  rapidly; 
and  hundreds  lay  expiring  together  without 
affiftance,  without  courage,  or  the  leaft  glim- 
mering hopes  of  recovery ;  for  when  an  In- 
dian finds  himfelf  fick,  he  refigns  himfelf  up 
to  a  ftate  of  infenfible  ftupefa&ion,  which 
hinders  him  from  ufing  even  thofe  means 
that  may  be  in  his  power,  towards  removing 
the  caufe  of  his  malady. 

And  as  the  uncertainty  of  a  favage  life  is 
|uch,  that  perhaps  he  may  be  one  day  exult- 
ing in  the  midft  of  plenty,  and  the  next  day 
pining  under  the  diftrefs  of  penury  and  want ; 
to  add  to  their  affliction,  they  were  now  de- 
prived of  all  manner  of  fupport* 

Without  the  leaft  medicinal  help,  or  that 
common  aid  which  their  cafe  demanded,  a  prey 
to  hunger  and  difeafe,  thefe  forlorn  Indians 
lay  in  their  tents  expiring,  under  the  accumu- 
lated weight  of  every  fcourge  which  human 

nature 
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nature  can  experience.  Wolves  and  othef 
wild  beaft  infefted  and  entered  their  habita-* 
tions,  and  dragged  them  out,  while  life  yet 
remained,  to  devour  their  miferable  morbid 
carcafes  ;  even  their  faithful  dogs,  worn  out 
with  hunger,  joined  the  ferocious  wolves  in 
this  unnatural  depredation.  Heads,  legs  and 
arms,  lay  indifcriminately  fcattered  about,  as 
food  for  the  birds  of  the  air  and  the  beafts  of 
the  mountains  :  and  as  none  were  buried,  the 
very  air  became  infectious,  and  tended  to  waft 
about  the  baneful  contagion,  Such  has  been 
the  fate  of  many  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  thefe 
parts,  and  which  has  nearly  terminated  in 
their  extinction.  Of  courfe  the  trade  of  the 
Company  muft  have  experienced  a  very  con-^ 
fiderable  diminution. 


It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  difordef 
proved  more  deftru&ive  among  the  Indians, 
than  was  ever  known  to  be  the  cafe  among 
civilized  people  ;  by  the  moft  moderate  cal- 
culation, it  was  computed  that  fcarce  one  in 
fifty  furvived  it.  But  what  is  ftill  more 
worthy   of  attention   is,   that   thofe  among 

them 
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them  who  were  defcended  from  Europeans, 
had  much  milder  fymptonis,  and  generally 
recovered. 


A  Few  Reflections  on  the  Company'* 
Trade,  jhewhig  in  what  manner  it  may  be 
Improved  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Nation. 

AS  I  have  been  very  imreferved  in  my  re- 
marks on  the  Company,  and  reprobating  their 
confined  manner  of  carrying  on  their  trade, 
it  is  but  reafonable  that  I  fhould  point  out 
thofe  means  by  which  it  may  be  improved, 
either  to  the  advantage  of  the  community  at 
large,  or  for  the  more  confined  emolument  of 
the  prefent  pofiefiors. 

I  own  it  may  appear  prefumptuous  in  me, 
were  I  to  pretend  to  didate  to  a  fet  of  gen- 
tlemen, who,  by  having  this  bufinefs  imme- 
diately under  their  care,  know,  or  at  leaft 
ought  to  know,  every  fource  from  whence  a 
profit  is  to  be  drawn,  or  emolument  raifed,  in 
the  extenfive  country  to  which  they  claim  a 

right. 
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light.  I  mull  however  beg  leave  candidly 
to  lay  before  the  public  fuch  circumftances 
relative  to  the  country  and  the  trade*  as  I 
know  to  be  grounded  in  truth,  even  though 
I  do  not  entertain  the  moft  diftant  hope  of 
feeing  them  ever  benefited  by  the  numerous 
treafures  which  lie  abforbed  in  this  unculti- 
vated wafte* 


It  will,  I  doubt  not,  feem  Very  rhyfterious 
to  the  generality  df  people,  that  this  country 
Should  poffefs  riches  in  itfelf,  and  the  Com-; 
pany  not  turn  them  to  their  advantage,  when 
they  alone  are  td  reap  the  benefit  of  their 
exertions.  People  will  naturally  be  led  td 
conclude  from  their  conduit,  that  what 
writers  have  faid  on  this  fubjedt  is  devoid  of 
truth,  and  mere  chimeras;  but  this  is  for 
want  of  knowing  the  peculiar  views  of  the 
Company*  their  afFedion  for  their  long  fof- 
tered  monopoly,  and  that  fingular  obfcurity 
which  invelops  their  whole  conftitution  ;  all 
which  it  is  the  purpofe  of  my  prefent  publi- 
cation to  lay  open. 

To  unravel  this  aflertion  which  appears  fd 
problematical,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  exhibit 

the 
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the  line  of  conduct  which  has  been  invariably 
purfued    by    the  Company  for  many  years 
pall,     They  do  not,  I  am  well  aifured,  en- 
tertain the  leaft  doubt,  but  if  the  country 
they  pofTefs  was  properly  explored  by  perfons 
of  ability,  valuable  difcoveries  might  be  made ; 
but  this  they  think  may  be  fo  far  from  redound- 
ing to  their  intereft,  that  it  might  have  a  con- 
trary effect,  by  encouraging  adventurers  to  pe- 
tition for  liberty  to  partake  of  thefe  difco- 
veries, and  thereby  occafion  an  inveiligation 
to  take  place,   which  would  probably  make 
the  foundation  of  their   charter.      This   is 
not  all ;   as  their  Company  confiils  at  prefent 
but  of  feven   perfons  -,    this   fmall    number 
wifely  think,  that  h  long  as  they  can  lhare  a 
comfortable  dividend,    there  is  no  occafion 
for  their  embarking  in  additional  expences,  in, 
order  to  profecute  difcoveries  which  might 
tranfpire    to   the  world,    and  endanger  th© 
whole. 

Nothing  is  more  clear  to  me  than  that  thefe 

gentlemen  follow  their  trade    to  Hudfon's 

Bay,    without  any  legal  authority  from  the 

three  eftates  of  the  realm.     The  a&  of  Par- 
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liament  which  made  them  a  Company  for 
/even  years  only,  has  long  fince  expired,  and 
from  that  period  it  has  never  been  renewed. 
But  even  fuppofing  their  firft  and  only  char- 
ter; granted  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  was 
intended  to  incorporate  them  for  ever,  they 
Have  undoubtedly  forfeited  every  juft  preten- 
fion  they  could  draw  from  thence,  by  the  ill 
life  they  have  made  of  this  royal  favour. 

The  limits  of  the  Bay  and  Straits  (as  before 
obferved)  comprizeavery  confiderable  extent; 
the  foil  of  which,  in  many  parts,  is  capable 
of  much  improvement,  by  agriculture  and 
induftry.     The  countries  abound  with  moft 
kinds  of  Quadrupeds,  &c.  whofe  fkins  are 
of  great  value.    The  numerous  inland  rivers, 
lakes,  &c.  produce  fifli  of  almoft  every  fpe- 
cies ;   and  in  the   feas   in  and   about   the 
Straits,  and  the  Northern  parts  of  the  Bay, 
white  and  black  whales,  fea-horfes,   bears, 
and  feals,  are  killed  in  great  numbers  by  the 
Efquimaux ;  whofe  implements  for  this  pur- 
pofeare  exceedingly  fimple.  Whatadvantag© 
might  not  then  arife  to  the  nation  from  this 
branch  of  the  trade  alone,  were  it  laid  open  I 

If 
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If  able  harpooners  were  fent  on  this  employ, 
with  proper  affiftants,  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  greater  profits  would  accrue  from  this 
fifliery,  than  from  all  the  peltry  at  prefent 
imported  by  the  Company*  The  difcovery 
ofnumberlefs  fine  harbours,  and  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  furrounding  country,  which 
at  prefent  is  entirely  unknown  to  us,  would, 
in  all  likelihood,  be  the  confequence  of  thefe 
feas  being  more  frequented  than  they  are. 

If  it  be  obje&ed  to  this,  that  the  vaflt 
quantities  of  ice  in  the  Straits  muft  impede 
a  veflel  from  making  difcoveries  ;  I  anfwer, 
that  many  years  the  ice  is  fo  irifignificant  in 
Quantity  as  not  to  obftnidt  the  paflage  of  the 
fhips  in  the  leaft ;  and  in  thofe  feafons  when 
it  is  thickeft*  it  is  diflblved  and  difperfed  in 
the  ocean  long  before  the  return  ©f  the  fhipg 
in  September. 

Ever!  in  the  very  confined  maimer  in  which 
the  Compariy  carry  on  this  trader  it  is  fa£ 
from  bding  inconfiderablei  thoiigh  their  fhips 
feldom  ftop  but  a  very  fhdrt  time  for  $hd 
purpofe  of  trading  with  the  Esquimaux ;  arid 
O  z  it 
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it  frequently  happens,  that  by  reafbn  of 
foggy  or  windy  weather,  thofe  people  ar* 
prevented  from  coming  down  to  the  fhips, 
and  confequently  the  trade  is  loft  for  that 
year;  for  none  of  them  are  feen  by  the 
Englifh  on  their  return  to  Europe.  The 
articles  which  the  Company  receive  from 
the  Efquimaux  are,  whale-bone,  feal-fkins* 
ivory,  and  oil,  for  which  they  exchange  darts, 
fpears,  knives,  and  even  old  nails  and  iron 
hoops  j  but  as  oil  conftitutes  a  principal  part 
of  the  food  of  thefe  favages,  they  are  hot 
very  forward  in  offering  it  to  fale. 

I  hope  that  what  I  have  advanced  on  this 
fubjeft,  will  be  fufficiently  convincing  to 
every  unprejudiced  and  impartial  perfon, 
that  the  Company  have  not  made  fuch  efforts 
in  thefe  territories  for  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion, as  they  were  by  their  original  Charter 
required  to  do;  and  I  here  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
that  uninfluenced  by  prejudice,  or  actuated 
by  interefted  Views,  I  have  no  profpedl  but 
the  good  of  my  country,  which  is  very 
fenfibly  wounded  by  every  reftraint  that  is 
laid  on  its  commerce. 

Having 
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Having  thus  pointed  out  fome  of  the 
means  by  which  the  Trade  to  this  country 
might  be  improved,  I  mall  proceed  to  con- 
iider  how  far  thofe  inland  regions,  which 
are  comprehended  in  the  general  denomina- 
tion of  Hudfon's  Bay,  are  improveable. 

It  is  very  well  known,  to  thofe  who  have 
any  acquaintance  with  this    fervice,     that 
before  the  Canadian  Merchants  penetrated 
into  the  interior  parts  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  the 
Company  never  allowed  their  fervants   to 
go  inland,  for  fear  a  private  trade  mould 
be  carried  on  by  them  with  the  natives.   In- 
deed,  there  was  no  neceffity  for  thefe  pere- 
grinations,    by     a    people,    who,   for   ob- 
vious reafons,  wi£hed  to  confine  themfelves 
to  the  edge  of  the  fea;  as  the  Indians  ufed 
annually  to  come  down   from  the  interior 
country  to    barter   their  furs  at  the  Settle- 
ments.    But  fince  the  Canadian  Merchants 
have  taken  this  ftep,  the  Company  have  been 
under  the  neceffity  of  following   their  ex- 
ample,  or   tamely  fuffering    the    whole   of 
the  Fur  Trade  to  fall  into  their  hands.     So 
languid,   however,  have   been  their  efforts 
G  3  hitherto 
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hitherto  for  this  purppfe,  that  their  op? 
ponents  have  found  no  impediment  arife 
from  their  exertions,  though,  as  already 
pbferved,  they  are  obliged  to  tranfport  their 
merchandize  to  a  much  greater  diftance. 

When   we  recoiled  that  this  country  has 
been    in    the    hands   of   an  incorporated 
Company    for    upwards   of    one   hundred 
and  thirteen   years  j  and  compare  the  few 
difcoveries     that  have  been   made   during 
that  period  with  thofe  made  in  other  parts ; 
—\vhen  we  reflecl  how   little  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  its   foil  or  produdions,  and 
how  ignorant  we  are  with  refpecT:  to  its  ca- 
pability of  improvement  j— when  we  further 
confider  that  no  care  has  been  taken  to  cul- 
tivate a  reciprocal  friendfhip  with  remote 
nations  of  Indians;  but  on   the  contrary, 
that  thofe  we  are  already  acquainted  with, 
have  been  vitiated  by   the  introdudlion  of 
fpirituous    liquors,  and   difgufted    by    ill— 
ufagej  fuch  reflections  naturally  excite  in  the 
bofom  of  every  one  that  has   the  good  of 
their  country  at  heart,  a  wifh  that   fo  ex- 
tenfive   and  improveable  a  country  were  in 
the  pofleflion  of  thofe  who  would  take  more 

pains 
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pains    to   render  it  more  beneficial  to  the 
mother  country. 

The  inland  parts  produce  wild  rice  and 
Indian  corn;  and  when  our  people  have  fown 
any  of  the  feed  of  thefe,  it  has  come  up  as  pro- 
mifing  as  in  the  cultivated  gardens  of  Canada? 
The  animals  of  this  extenfive  inland  country 
are  buffaloes  in  great  numbers,  goats,  wild 
horfes,  moofe,  and  different  fpecies  of  deer. 
Thofe  of  the  carnivorous  kind  are  wolves, 
wild  cats,  wolverins,  badgers,  bears,  bea- 
vers, otters,  Sec.  &c.  Every  fort  <of  fifli, 
of  the  mod  delicious  flavour,  are  likewife 
found  in  the  rivers  and  Jakes. 


The  Indians,  being  a  mpft  indolent  peo- 
ple, and  as  devoid  of  curiofity  as  the  Lord§ 
of  the  Soil,  the  country  may  lay  u?iex* 
plored,  uncultivated,  and  unknown,  tpeter? 
pity,  without  the  intprpofition  of  fomo 
virtuous  members  of  the  community,  who 
{hall  have  patriotifm  enough  to  adopt,  and 
influence  fufficient  to  carry  into  execution, 
fuch  plans  as  may  be  thought  mod  adyife- 
able   for  extending   the  trade,  and  thereby 
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augmenting  the  expenditure  of  the  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain. 


* 


If  we  look  into  hiftory  we  fhall  find, 
that  iince  the  difcovery  of  this  country, 
uninhabited  States  have  grown  populous, 
uncultivated  regions  have  been  made  fertile, 
and  colonies,  unknqwn  at  that  time,  have 
become  independent  and  flourifhing.  But 
this  country,  and  this  country  alone,  feems 
negledted  and  forgotten $  for  though  it  has 
teen  known  to  us  for  upwards  of  a  hun-r 
dred  years,  it  is  almoft  in  as  rude  and  un- 
improved a  ftate  as  the  forlorn  and  inhofpi- 
table  climes  which  furround  the  Poles. 

With  humble  fubmiffion  to  the  fupenor 
judgment  of  the  refpedable  fet  of  Gentlemen 
who  prefide  over  this  country,  it  appears  to 
me  highly  probable,  that  if  they  had  fettled 
pofts  at  convenient  diftances  in  the  interior 
parts  to  the  Wefiward,  the  event  would  not 
only  have  proved  very  lucrative  to  them- 
felves,  but  to  the  kingdom;  for  it  mi^ht 
have  been  the  means  of  making  alliances  with 
powerful    nations  of  Indians,    even  fo    far 

acrofs 
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acrofs  the  country  as  California;  who  would 
eonfequently  at  this  day  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge the  power  and  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  and  have  made  no  inconfiderable  ad- 
dition to  her  commerce.  But  it  anfwers  the 
felfifh  ends  of  this  Company  to  entertain  dift 
ferent  fentiments. 


Some  Account  of  the  Company  s  Officers  in  the 
Country 9  as  well  the  Governors,  as  inferior 
Servants* 

The  chief  perfon  in  command  at  each 
Settlement  is  called  the  Governor  of  the  Fort. 
Sometimes  he  has  one  to  aft  under  him,' 
who  is  termed  The  Second.  Thefe,  with 
the  Surgeon  and  the  mafter  of  the  (loop, 
conftitute  a  council,  who  are  to  deliberate 
together  in  all  cafes  of  emergency,  or  on  all  af- 
fairs of  importance;  fuch  as  the  reading  the 
Company's  General  Letter  ;  inditing  an  an- 
fwer  to  it;  the  encroachments  of  the  Ca- 
nadian traders  3  or  the  mifbehaviour  of  the 
fervants.  In  thefe  Councils  very  little  re- 
gard 
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gard,  however,  is  paid  to  the  opinion  of  th& 
fubordinate  members,  who  rather  wifh  to 
obtain  the  Governor's  fpiiles  by  acq  uiefcence* 
than  roufe  his  refentment  by  freely  deliver** 
Ing  oppofite  fentiments. 


The   Governors  are  appointed  for  either 
three   or   five  years,     and  have  from  fifty 
to     one     hundred    and    fifty    pounds    per 
year,    with    a    premium    upon    the   trade, 
which    fluctuates  according   to  its    rife  or 
fall.     Thefe  gentlemen  generally   reign  as 
abfolute  in  their  petty  commands  as  Eaft- 
ern  Nabobs  ;  and  the  inferior  fervants  are 
exceedingly  diligent  in  cultivating  their  fa- 
vour,  as  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
the  lives    of  thofe  who  are  under  them  as 
unhappy  as  they  pleafe ;  for  it  is  out  of  any 
of   the   fervants  power  to  return  home  'till 
the  next  arrival  of  the  fhips,  and  then  if  the 
diffatisfied  perfon  infills   upon   going,    his 
unkind  mafter  takes  care  to  fend  home  fuch 
a  character   with  him,   as  fhall  enable  the 
Company  to  withhold  his  wages ;  the  voice 
of  an  inferior  fervant  being  but  of  little 
avail,  when  oppofed  to  that  of  the  Governor 
and  his  Council, 

While 
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While  I  refided  in  the  Bay,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  being  acquainted  with  many 
gentlemen  in  the  ftation  of  Governors  ;  and 
during  that  time  could  fingle  out  feveral 
whofe  affability  and  capacity  merited  a  better 
employment.  Some  have  I  known  who  de- 
fpifed  fervility  and  unworthy  deeds ;  but 
this  was  only  for  a  time,  and  while  young 
in  their  ftations.  A  continual  courfe  of 
power  and  uncontrolled  command  has  made 
them  abfolute,  and  impatient  to  the  afperity 
of  contradi&ion. 


I  refided  under  two  of  thefe  gentlemen,? 
each  of  whom  had  enjoyed  the  fuperior 
command  for  about  thirty  years  •>  they  re- 
fembled  each  other  fo  much  in  their  con- 
ceptions, in  their  difpofitions,  and  in  the 
general  tenor  of  their  deportment,  that  nature 
feemed  to  have  caft  them  in  the  fame 
mould;  a  proof  that  auiierity  is  aiTuredly 
acquire^  by  a  feries  of  abfolute  command. 

Mr.  Robfon  complains  of  a  Govornor  at 
Churchill  Fort,  in  his  time,  who  had  a 
thoufand  times  rendered  himfelf  unworthy 

of 
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of  fociety.  His  acquaintance  with  them 
was  not,  however,  fo  general  as  mine  has 
been*  I  have  known  a  man  not  only  de- 
fpifed  in  every  part  of  the  Bay  for  the  inve- 
teracy of  his  difpofition,  but  his  bad  name 
had  even  extended  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  and 
reached  the  Orkney  Iflands,  the  place  from 
whence  the  Company  ufually  hire  their  fer- 
•vants.  Here  the  malevolency  of .  his  dif- 
pofition was  held  in  fuch  abhorrence,  that 
thofe  people  (as  remarkable  for  their  po- 
verty as  the  honefty  of  their  intentions) 
unanimoufly  refufed  to  vifit  the  unbleft  fpot 
where  he  refided. 


The  unconquerable  turbulency  of  thisgen- 
tlemans  temper  rendered  his  life  a  prey  to 
remorfe  and  corroding  inquietude,  which 
embittered  his  days,  and  made  his  time 
truly  deplorable.  Intoxication  was  his  fole 
delight ;  and  this  muft  be  gratified  event  at 
the  ex:pence  of  common  prudence  \  for  his 
propenfity  to  inebriation  was  fuch,  that  at 
the  time  the  French  took  York-Fort,  hav- 
ing no  common  fpirits  at  hand,  he  appl^d 
to  the  furgeon  for  fpirits  of  wine,  which  he 

drank 
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drank  to  raife  his  courage.  A  truly  noble 
courage  it  mud  be,  to  require  fo  fevere  a 
Simulator. 

As  the  Governor  above  referred  to  rendered 
himfelf  fo  peculiarly  hateful  to  all  around 
him,  and  was  befid^s  fo  inftrumental  in  re- 
during  the  Company's  trade,  he  having 
driven  the  Indians  away  by  his  bad  treat- 
ment of  them  i  I  hope  I  ihall  be  excufed 
for  adding  to  what  I  have  already  faid  on  fo 
unworthy  an  objed  the  following  fad, 
which  will  further  elucidate  his  character, 
and  conclude  my  animadverfions  on  it. 


The  Company  engaged  with  a  poor  man 
to  ferve  them  in  their  fettfgments  as  a  Taylor, 
at  eight  pounds  per  yean*  It  was  the  peculiar 
misfortune  of  this  induftrious  man,  who  had 
a  large  family,  to  be  under  the  command  of 
the  above  perfon  ;  confequently  his  life  was 
doomed  to  be  a  fcene  of  uninterrupted  an- 
xiety. Such  was  the  ufage  the  poor  man 
received,  that  he  would  not  ftay  his  contracted, 
time  out,  but  went  home  to  his  native  coun- 
try.   From  thence  he.  wrote  to  the  Company, 

re pre* 
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reprefenting  in  the  moft  humiliating  and  af- 
feeing  manner,   the  cruel  treatment  he  had 
received  from   the  Bay  Governor ;   he  in- 
formed them,  that  the  blows  he  had  received 
wouid  be  the  caufe  of  unhappinefs  to  him 
to  the  lateft  period  of  his  life,   as  he  was 
thereby  unable  to  get  a  livelihood  at  his  bu- 
finefs ;'  upon  which  account  he  humbly  fo- 
licited  a  fmall  confideration,   to  compenfate 
in   fome   meafure  for  the  injury  he  had  un«* 
defervedly  fuftained  in  their  fervice.  Though 
it  would  have  been  an  aft  of  the  greateft 
charity  to  have  liftened  to   the  prayer  of 
this  poor  man's  petition,    yet,   fo  great  is 
the  partiality  of  the  Company  to  their  chief 
officers   in   the   country,   that  no  attention 
was   paid  to  the  petition ;   and,   indeed,   an 
Inferior  fervant,    may  apply  for  redrefs  till 
he  is  tired,   before  any  notice  will  be  taken 
of  his   complaints,    or  the  flighteft  repri- 
mand given  to  the  authors  of  his  mifery. 

When  a  Governor  takes  it  into  his  head, 
to  have  an  averfion  to  any  particular  perfori 
under  his  command,  he  has  fo  many  ways 
in  his  power  of  rendering  him  miferable, 

thai 


(  III  ) 

that  he  will  be  foon  tired  of  his  fituation, 
and  find  his  life  too  unhappy  to  be  borne 
with  any  degree  of  equanimity  and  com- 
pofure.  Without  a  friend  to  confole  him, 
or  to  alleviate  the  hardfhips  of  adverfity; 
without  any  fcenes  of  amufement,  or  objedts 
to  divert  the  attention,  and  exhilerate  the 
fpirits ;  he  will  find  that  he  drags  on  an 
uncomfortable  exigence,  without  tailing  any 
of  its  enjoyments ;  that  he  lives  in  a  flate  of 
indifference  and  anxiety ;  that  his  mafter, 
who  is  his  enemy,  has  it  in  his  power  not 
only  to  blafl  his  prefent  peace  of  mind,  But 
by  his  influence  to  hurt  his  character  in 
future.  Such  is  the  life  of  a  fervant  to  this 
Company,  who  unguardedly  falls  under  the 
difpleafure  of  the  Governor. 


It  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  thofe 
gentlemen  whom  the  Company  intruft  with 
the  charge  of  their  Factories,  are  perfons 
of  fome  ingenuity ;  and  if  not  endowed 
with  a  liberal  education,  yet  that  they  can 
read,  write,  and  underftand  common  ac- 
counts. Though  any  perfon  would  con- 
ceive thefe  qualifications  as  efientially  necef- 

fary, 
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fary,  yet  the  firft  perfbn  I  ferved  under  was 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  contrary-  This 
refpedtable  perfonage  was  incapable  of  call- 
ing up  a  queftidn  in  fimple  addition  ;  the 
numerical  figures  were  hardly  known  tohim; 
nor  could  he  intelligibly  write  his  own  name. 
His  underftanding  likewife  was,  in  every 
acceptation  of  the  word,  moft  contemptible; 
and  yet  this  worthy  metnber  of  fociety  en- 
joyed the  honourable  appellation  of  one  of 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  Governors. 

But  notwithftanding  the  Gentlemen  at 
home  place  fo  much  reliance  on  their  fupe- 
rior  officers  while  in  the  country*  the  defe- 
rence immediately  vanishes  when  they  arrive 
in  London  ;  for  a  Governor  may  attend  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Houfe,  and  walk  about  their 
Hall  for  a  whole  day,  without  the  leaft  notice 
being  taken  of  his  attendance.  To  exem- 
plify this  fa£t,  I  fhall  mention  an  inftance 
that  happened  within  my  own  knowledge,, 
and  to  a  perfon  who  was  not  of  the  above 
defcription* 


A  gen- 
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A  gentleman  of  tried  probity,  who  had 
ferved  the  Gompany  with  remarkable  fide- 
lity and  fuceefs  for  upwards  of  feventeen 
yearsi  came  home  in  1782,  with  a  view  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  to  enjoy  himfelf  a  little, 
after  a  long  and  painful  fervitude.  Ucn 
his  arrival  he  was  in  hopes  at  leaft  to  be  in* 
trodueed  to  the  Gentlemen  he  had  ferved  fo 
long,  and  to  find  his  conduit  approved  by 
thofe  who  had  reaped  the  fruits  ofhisinduftry  1 
but  this  fmall  favour  was  denied  him  ;  and 
he  went  into  the  country,  without  finding 
thefe  reafonable  expe&ations  gratified ;  -nor 
could  he  be  very  well  pleafed  with  the  fu- 
percilious  eondud  of  his  late  mailers. 

The  labouring  fervants^  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  are  all  procured  from  the  Orkney 
Iflands,  at  the  rate  of  fix  pounds  per  year;  the 
Captains  of  the  (hips  engage  them,  and,  if 
poffible,  for  five  years.  Each  fervant  figns 
a  contract  on  his  entrance  into  the  fervice, 
but  he  is  not  allowed  to  have  a  copy  of  it, 
for  fear  the  fecrets  of  the  Company  fhould 
gain  admittance  into  the  world;  fo  that  as 
H  it 
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it  contains  a  deal  of  matter,  ard  the  fervant 
probably  cannot  read,  it  is  impoffible  for 
him  to  know  the  fubftance  of  his  agreement 
one  day  afterwards. 


In   this  contract  he  is  bound  to  ferve  for 
three,  four,   or  five  years,  and  not  to  return 
home  until  this  term  is  expired,  unlefs  re- 
called by  the  Company.    He  engages  during 
his   return  home,   though  no  feafaring-man, 
,  to  do  the  duty  of  watch  and  ward  on  board 
the  fhip  in  which  he  returns,  and  that  with- 
out any  pay  for  the  fame.     He  is  further 
bound,   in  the  mod  folemn  manner,   not  to 
detain,   fecret,  harbour,  or  poffefs  any  fkin, 
or  part  of  a  fkin,  on  any  pretence  whatever ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  he  is  to  fearch  after, 
and  deted  all  perfons  that  may  be  difpofed 
to  engage  in  this  fpecies  of  peculation-     On 
dete&ing  any  fuch  he  is  to  expofe  their  p£f- 
fons,    and   inform   the   Governor   of  their 
breach  of  contract ,   but  if,  contrary  to  their 
agreement,  any  perfon  fhould  be  found  hafdy 
enough   to  conceal  any  kind  of  peltry,   or 
infringe  his  contrad  in  the  fmalleft- degree, 
he  or  they  fo  offending  are  not  only  to  for- 
feit 
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feit  all  the  wages  that  may  be  due  to  them, 
but  are  to  pay  to  the  Governor  and  Company 
two  years  pay,  or  the  amount  thereof;  though 
all  this  may  be  done  quite  unknowingly  by 
the  molt  faithful  fervant,  unlefs  forwarned 
of  it  by  having  a  copy  of  his  agreement. 

When  a  fervanfs  time  is  expired*  and  he 
is  returning  home;  before  he  be  permitted  to 
go  on  board  the  fhip,   the  Governor  in  per- 
fon  kes  that  every  thing  is  taken  out  of 
his  chert,  and  even  his  bed  examined,  for 
Jar   it    mould  contain  any  private  trade. 
The  fame  circumfpedtion  is  ufed  when  a 
perfon  writes  to  his  friends  in  England  for 
a  few  neceflaries  which  he  cannot  well  dd 
without.     In  this  cafe  the  box,  or  package, 
in  winch  his  things  are  inclofed  muft  firft 
be  fent  to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Houfe,  and  un- 
dergo   a  careful  examination,    for  fear  it 
ihould  contain  any  thing  ufedin  private  trade; 
and  I  have  known  more  inftances  than  one 
or  two,  where  a  fervant  has  been  refufed  a 
fewfhirts  and  /lockings,  for  fear  they  mould 
be  converted  to  this  ufe. 


Ha 
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An   acquaintance  of  mine  had  his   box 
loft  at  the  Houfe  of  the  Company,  through 
the  negligence  of  the  clerks.     After  it  had 
palled  the  ufual  examination,  it  was  allowed 
to  be  {hipped  and  fent  out.   When  the  owner 
found  it  did   not  arrive,    having  fufficient 
proof  of  its  being  loft  under  their  roof,  he 
wrote  a  fubmiffive  letter  to  the  Company,  re- 
queuing an  indemnification  for  his  lofs  j  but 
fo  far  was  he  from  having  this  reafonable 
requeft  complied  with,   that  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen at  the  board  made  the  following  fig- 
nificant  remark  on  his  letter  j  "  Damn  the 
fellow,   does  he  think  that  we  want  to  wear 
his  clothes."     An  obfervation  that  would 
have  done  little  honour  to  a  fifh  porter  within 
the  purlieus  of  Billingfgate. 

During  the  time  any  Indians  may  be  at 
the  Settlements  trading  with  their  furs,  the 
Factory  gates  are  kept  continually  fhut;  and 
it  is  the  employment  of  one  perfon  to  watch 
that  no  one  goes  out,  for  fear  he  fhould 
carry  on  a  private  trade  with  the  Indians  : 
fo  that  all  the  fervants  in  the  Forts  fometimes 
remain  impriibned  like  birds  in  a  cage,  for 
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a  week  together;  and  even  if  aperfon  wifhes 
to  take  a  walk  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  when 
there  are  no  natives  trading,  he  muft  firil 
go  to  the  Governor,  and  humbly  fuppjicate 
his  permiffion,  before  he  can  walk  one 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  order  to  recreate  him- 
felf. 


The  provisions  allowed  the  fervants  are, 
taken  altogether,  but  of  the  middling  kind  ; 
fome  of  it  is  very  good  wholefome  food, 
and  other  kinds  of  it  are  of  fo  bad  a  qua- 
lity, as  fcarce  to  be  digeftive  on  a  canine 
flomach.  Great  quantities  of  venifon  and 
g^Qfc  are  faked  for  the  ufe  of  the  Fa&ories 
during  the  fpring  and  fajl  of  the  year.  This 
provifion  will  fometimes  remain  three  or 
four  years  in  the  cafks  unopened;  after 
which  it  becomes  fo  compleatly  putriiied, 
rancid,  and  devoid  of  tafte,  that  a  perfon 
might  as  well  expedl  nutriment  from  the 
fhavings  in  a  carpenter's  (hop.  So  difgufted 
are  the  fervants  at  it  when  it  arrives  at  this 
ftate,  that  by  way  of  contempt  they  term  it 
M  falted  hprfe  flefh." 
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Among  fuch  a  variety  of  complaints  juftjy 
Inftituted  againft  the  Company,  and  thofe 
who  aft  under  their  directions,  I  am  happy 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  mention  one  par-r 
ticular  in  which  they  merit  commendation  ; 
and  this  is  thp  moderate  price  they  fix  oft 
fome  European  commodities^  which  they 
fell  to  their  fervants  -,  who,  as  they  have 
fuch  low  wages,  would  not  otherwife  be 
able  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  neceflary 
conveniences  for  the  climate.  The  following 
articles  are  thijs  rated  : 

Brafs  Kettles,  2s.  6d.  p^r  lb.—  Soap? 
is.  6d.  (ditto.— r-Sewing  twine,  is.  6d.  ditto. 
—Tobacco,  leaf,  is.  6d.  ditto.— Tobacco, 
Englifh  roll,  3s.  6d.  ditto.— Cloth,  6s.  6d? 
per  yard.  — Duffels,  4s.  ditto.— Flannel, 
is.  6d.  ditto.— Guns,  30s.  each.r— Shirts? 
4s.  6d.  each.— B|ankets,  8$.  each. — Shoes* 
5s.  6.  per  pair.-— Stockings,  ^s-  per  pair.— 
Writing  paper,  is.  per  quire.  7^  Englifh 
Brandy,  5s.  per  gallon,  &c. 

The  chief  employments  of  the  inferior  fer- 
yanfs  in  the  fet dements,   is  carrying  logs  of 

wood, 
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wood,  walking  in  fnow-fhoes,  fledging  the 
fnowout  of  tHe  Fadtory  avenues,  and  hunt- 
ing; and  notwithftanding  the  inconveniences 
before  recited,  after  a  perfon  has  been  a  few 
years  in  the  fervice,  he  generally  imbibes  a 
love  for  the  country,  unlefs  difcouraged  by 
the  bad  ufage  of  his  fuperiors. 


The  hunting  part  of  his  duty  he  gene~ 
rally  follows  with  pleafure  and  avidity ; 
befides  the  recreation  he  receives  from  the 
fport  on  thofe  excurfions,  he  takes  delight 
in  being  from  the  Fa&ory  during  them,  as 
then  he  becomes  his  own  mafter,  and  is  free 
from  the  infpedtion  of  a  too  watchful  overfeer. 
Notwithftanding  the  cuftoms  of  this  country, 
as  at  prefent  eftabliihed,  are  rather  forbid- 
ding, and  feem  to  difgourage  us  from  wifh- 
ing  to  live  in  fo  frigid  a  clime,  yet^  as  already 
obferved,  though  cold,  it  is  exceeding 
healthy  ;  and  there  have  been  many  who 
have  lived  here  feveral  years  not  only  com- 
fortably, but  happy  ;  and  have  enjoyed  a 
better  ftate  of  health  perhaps  than  they 
would  have  done  in  a  lefs  inhofpitable 
country, 

H  4  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  leave  this  fubjed:  without  re- 
prefenting  the  loft  ftate  a  youth  is  in,  whq 
is  unfortunate  enough  to  be  bound  appren- 
tice to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company. — The 
unfortunate  young  man  is  perhaps  the  only 
fon  of  a  tender  and  affedionate  parent,  who, 
thinking  to  forward  the  happinefs  of  his 
child,  articles  him  to  this  Company  for 
feven  years  :  I  have  known  an  inftance  where 
a  boy  h^s  been  bqurfd  for  fourteen  years. 


On  his  arrival  in  the  country,  he  knows 
nobody.  His  mafters  who  fent  him  out, 
and  to  whom  he  is  to  look  for  fupport,  are 
now  many  hundreds  of  miles  diftant.  The 
Governor  is  quite  indifferent  about  him,  he 
having  fervants  of  his  own.  The  cpnfe- 
quence  of  this  is,  the  bpy  aflpciates  with 
the  common  men,  forms  connections  with 
them,  and  becomes  habituated  to  their  cuf- 
toms,  which  his  tender  years  are  not  able 
to  guard  againft.  The  education  given  him 
py  his  parents  is  now  foon  obliterated;  he 
imbibes  frefh  vices  daily  -,  cpntrafts  a  love 
for  fmoaking,  drinking,  andfwearing;  and 
in  si  word,  becomes  a  reprobate.  His  em- 
ployment 
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ployment  confifts  in  cleaning  the  Governor's 
knives  and  fhoes,  running  on  errands  for  the 
cook,  and  cutting  down  and  carrying  heavy 
logs  of  wood;  much  beyond  his  years  and 
ftrength.  In  the  mean  time,  no  care  is  taken 
to  inculcate  the  precepts  of  religion  and 
virtue  in  his  mind,  or  even  preferve  thofe 
principles  and  knowledge  he  may  have 
brought  in  the  country.  Every  ftep  that 
would  make  him  a  man  fit  for  the  world, 
and  a  ufeful  member  of  fociety,  is  totally 
negle&ed* 


I  wTould  afk  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company 
what  an  apprentice  of  their's  is  fit  for,  after 
having  ferved  themfor  feven  or  fourteen  years? 
whether  he  has  obtained  a  knowledge  of  any 
art  or  bufinefs  that  will  enable  him  to  get  a 
creditable  living  in  the  world,  or  tofupport 
himfelf  when  the  ftrength  and  vigour  of 
youth  are  exhaufted  ? — I  will  defy  them  to 
point  out  any,  that  has  been  thus  acquired ; 
as  his  conftant  employment  has  confifted  of 
pvery  fpecies  of  drudgery  and  fubordinatc 
labour  :  fo  that  on  ^is  returning  home,  his 
indigent  parents,  inftead  of  finding  him 

inftru&ed 
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inilruvfled  in  any  thing  that  is  praife- worthy, 
are  lamentably  convinced,  that  he  is  a  pro- 
ficient in  nothing  but  idlenefs,  fwearing, 
and  debauchery. 


It  may  be  argued  by  the  abettors  of  the 
Company,  (if  they  have  any)  that  after  the 
period  of  the  apprentice's  indentures  is  ex- 
pired, he  has  an  opportunity  of  riling  in 
their  fervice,  if  by  good  behaviour  he  has 
jnerited  fo  much  favour;  that  from  his  ap- 
prenticeship, he  may  be  made  a  writer  at 
15I.  per  year,  from  thence  be  raifed  to  an 
affiftant  at  25L  per  year,  afterwards  a  fe- 
cond  at  40I.  per  year  ;  and  from  thence  to 
the  exalted  ftation  of  a  Governor,  at  150L 
per  year.  To  this  I  would  reply,  that  I 
am  enabled  to  fay,  from  the  eleven  years  fer- 
vice which  I  paired  through  in  their  employ, 
that  the  profpedl  of  afcending  this  important 
ladder  is  very  faint  indeed.  But  even  al- 
lowing the  youth  to  be  fortunate  enough, 
by  affiduity  or  favour,  to  fucceed  to  promo- 
tion in  this  fervice,  he  is  jiot  even  then  ex- 
empt from  labour  and  menial  duty;  for 
fvery  perfon  in  the  Fa&Qries,    except  the 

Governor 
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Governor  and  furgeon,  mud  oceafionally  go 
to  hard  work  ;  and  fliould  he  objeft  to  this 
ufage,  and  beg  for  milder  employment,  in 
the  mod  fubmiffive  terms,  it  will  have  no 
effedt  on  the  Governor,  who  in  all  probabi- 
lity, will  not  only  increafe  the  difficulties 
of  the  complainant,  by  every  feries  of  fevere 
treatment,  but  fend  him  home  to  the  Com- 
pany with  a  bad  chara&er;  reprefenting 
that  he  is  unfit  for  their  fervice,  having  re- 
fufed  his  duty. 

Such  is  the  ufual  progrefs  of  the  fervitude 
of  their  apprentices;  and  fo  little  is  the 
probability  of  the  young  men  reaping  any 
a4vantage  from  it, 


fr 
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It  being  fo  nearly  conne&ed  with  the  fub- 
feft  I  am  upon,  I  fhail  fubjoin  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  taking  of  the  Hudfon's 
Bay  Company's  fettlements  by  the  French, 
as  it  was  publifhed  in  the  Morning  Chronicle 
of  April  1783. 


*€  To    the    editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle 
and  Daily  Advertizer. 

13  S  I  II,  Tori  Fort. 

"As  I  have  not  obferved  in  any  of  the 
news- papers  an  account  pf  the  capture  of 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  fettlements, 
Except  a  tranflation  of  Monf.  La  Peroufe's 
letter  to  the  French  Marine  Minifter,  I  am 
induced  to  lay  before  the  public  the  follow- 
ing fads,  founded  upon  truth,  and  recorde4 
by  my  own  experience, 

"  The  firft  notice  we  had  of  an  enemy's 
being  on  the  coaft,  was  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
guft,  1782,  in  the  evening,  at  which  time 
the  Company's  fhip  was  lying  in  the  roads, 

and 
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and  had  been  there  five  days,  without  hav- 
ing the  leaft  intimation  of  this  event,  although 
Monf.  La  Peroufe,  by  his  own  account* 
had  been  founding  Port  Nelfon  river  on  the 
18th.  The  next  day,  Auguft  21,  the  weal- 
thier being  extremely  fine  and  calm,  it  af- 
forded the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  land 
their  men  with  fafety,  which  they  attempt- 
ed in  fourteen  boats,  provided  with  mortars> 
cannon,  fcaling  ladders,  and  about  three  hun- 
dred men,  exclufive  of  marines. 

"  Our  number  of  men  confifted  of  fixty 
Englifti  and  twelve  Indians,  who  behaved 
extremely  well  to  us,  and  evinced  their  re- 
gard to  us  by  every  exertion  in  their  power. 
The  defence  of  York  Fort  confifted  of  thir- 
teen cannon,  twelve  and  nine  pounders* 
which  formed  a  half-moon  battery  in 
the  front  of  the  Factory ,  but  it  being 
thought  probable  that  the  enemy  might 
come  in  the  night,  and  turn  thefe  guns 
againft  us,  they  were  overfet  to  prevent  the 
French  from  taking  this  advantage.  On  the 
ramparts  were  twelve  fwivel  guns  mounted 
©n  carriages-,  which  might  have  annoyed  the 

enemy 
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enemy  in  the  molt  effectual  manner,  Ever/ 
kind  of  fmall  arms  were  in  plenty  and  good 
condition  within  the  Fort.  We  had  likewife 
ammunition  in  great  flore,  and  the  people 
feemed  to  be  under  no  apprehenfion.  A 
fine  rivulet  of  frefh  water  ran  within  the 
ftockadoesj  there  were  alio  about  thirty  head 
of  cattle,  and  as  many  hogs,  with  a  great  quan- 
tity of  fait  provifions  of  different  kinds. 

"  Aug.  22.  Two  Indian  fcouts  were  fent 
to  obtain  intelligence ;  who  returned  in  about 
three  hours,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  enemy  muft  be  nigh  hand,  as  they  heard 
feveral  guns  fired  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fort. 
About  fun  fet  we  could  plainly  difcern  a  large ' 
"fire  behind  us,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  dif- 
tant,  kindled  by  the  French,  as  we  fuppofed 
to  refrefh  themfelves  before  their  attack  the 
pext  day. 

•'  Aug.  23.  It  was  obferved  at  daylight, 
that  the  Company's  {hip  had  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  fine  breeze  at  S.W.  and  pru* 
dently  fhaped  her  courfe  for  England,  un- 
perceived  by  the  enemy.     About  10  o'clock 

this 


(  m  ) 

this  morning  the  enemy  appeared  before  our 
gates  ;  during  their  approach  a  mod  inviting 
opportunity  offered  itfelf  to  be  revenged  on 
our  invaders,  by  difcharging  the  guns  on  the 
ramparts,  which  muft  have  done  great  exe- 
cution ;  but  a  kind  of  tepid  ftupefadion 
feemed  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  Governor  at 
this  time  of  trial,  and  he  peremptorily  de- 
clared he  would  fhoot  the  firit  man  who  of- 
fered to  fire  a  gun.  Accordingly,  as  the 
place  was  not  to  be  defended,  he,  refolving 
to  be  beforehand  with  the  French,  held  out 
a  white  flag  with  his  own  hand,  which  was 
anfwered  by  the  French  officer's  fhewing 
his  pocket-handkerchief. 


€C  Under  the  fan&ion  of  this  flag  of  trace, 
a  parley  took  place,  when  the  Governor  re- 
ceived a  fummons  wrote  in  Englifh.  In  this 
iummons  two  hours  were  granted  to  con- 
fult  about  our  fituation  ;  but  this  indulgence 
was  made  no  ufe  of,  and  the  place  was  moil: 
inglorioufly  given  up  in  about  ten  minutes, 
without  one  officer  being  confulted,  or  a 
council  aflembled  ;  fo  that  this  Fort, 
which  might  have  withftood  the  united  ef- 
forts 
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forts  of  double  the  number  of  thofe  by 
which  it  was  aflaile'd,  in  an  attack  with 
fmall  arms,  was  Surrendered  to  a  half- 
fcarved  wretched  group  of  Frenchmen,  worn 
out  with  fatigue  and  hard  labour,  in  a 
country  they  were  entire  ftrangers  to. 
From  the  nature  of  their  attack  by  the  way 
of  Port  Nelfon  River,  they  could  not  ufe 
their  mortars  or  artillery,  the  ground  being 
very  bad,  and  interfperfed  with  woods* 
thickets,  and  bogs,  by  which  they  wefe  fa 
roughly  handled  in  the  courfe  of  their  march,- 
that  I  verily  believe  they  had  not  fifty  pair  of 
fhoes  in  their  whole  army.  The  difficul- 
ties of  their  march  muft  appear  very  con-* 
fpicuous,  when  it  is  confidered,  they  werg 
a  whole  day  in  marching  feven  miles* 

ic  On  the  whole,  I  canriot  help  thinkings 
that  if  the  place  had  been  commanded  by 
&  perfon  b£  refolution  and  good  conduct,- 
and  one  who  had  his  country's  good  at 
heart,  it  might  have  been  defended  againil 
-in  attack  with  mufquetry. 


"  Wheri 
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««  When  it  is  confidered  that  the  enemy's 
/hips   lay  at  leaft  twenty  miles  from   the 
Factory,  in  a  boifterous  fea,  at  a  dangerous 
time  of  the  year,   and  confequently  could 
not  co-operate  with  their  troops  on  more, 
but  with  the  greateft  difficulty  and  uncer- 
tainty;  and  even  this  depended  folely  on 
propitious  winds  and  weather  :— when  it  is 
further  confidered,  that  their  troops  could 
receive  no  fupplies  but  what  came  from  the 
mips ;   and  that  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue, 
which  had  taken  pofieffion  of  their  bodies, 
was  hourly  working  in  our  favour : — when 
it  is  likewife  confidered,   that  the  Factory 
was  not  in  want  of  any  one  article  which 
would  enable  it  to  withftand  an  attack  with 
mufquetry ;  and  that  the  people  fhewed  no 
fign  of  fear*  difmay,  or  dejection,  but  quite 
the  reverfe  :— I  fay,  when  all  thefe  material 
eircumftances  mail    be  confidered    by   the 
impartial  reader,  he  will  undoubtedly  look 
with  indignation  on  the  pufilanimity  of  the 
fenglifh  Governor,  who,   with  all  thefe  ad- 
vantages on  his  fide,  furrendered  without 
firing  a  gun.     Hie  poor  Indians  were  fo 
I  affected 
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affeded    at    our    captivity,   that   they  ex- 
preffed  their  forrow  by  fighs  and  tears. 

"  Whatever  opinion  the  French  might 
entertain  of  us  on  account  of  our  timidity, 
it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,   that  they  behaved  to 
their  eafy  acquired  prifoners,    with  that  po- 
litenefs   which   is  peculiar  to  their  nation. 
Monf.   Le  Peroufe,   the   commander  of  Le 
Sceptre,   was  an  honour  to  his  nation,   and 
an  ornament  to  human  nature.      His  polite- 
nefs,    humanity,   and  goodnefs,  fecured  him 
the  affedion  of  all  the  Company's  officers ; 
and  on  parting,    at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
ftraits,  they  felt  the  fame  fenfation  which 
the     deareft    friends    feel   in    an    interview 
preceding  a  long  feparation.     His  humane 
difpofition  was  more  particularly  confpicu- 
ous  in  .leaving  a  repofitory  of  ammunition, 
&c.  for  the  poor  Indians,    who  otherwise 
muft  have  experienced  great  inconveniences 
and  diftfefs. 

"  Though  the  French  fuftained  no  lofs 
from  us  during  their  attack  of  York  Fort, 
yet,  through  the  feverity  of  the  climate,  and 

their 
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their  own  inexperience,  they  loft  five  large 
boats,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  merchan- 
dize, and  fifteen  foldiers,  who  were  drowned 
in  Hay's  river*  after  the  place  was  furren- 
dered. 

"  The  Company  fuifet*ed  great  lofs  by  the 
capture  of  this  place  -,  which  had  remained 
in  their  poffeffioii  unmolefted  fince  the  peace 
of  Utrecht.  The  whole  of  the  fhip's  out- 
ward bound  cargo  was  entirely  burnt  and 
deftroyed,  together  with  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  provifions,  ftores  &e.  which  had 
been  collecting  for  about  feventy  years. 

Iff  If  the  above  account  finds  a  place  in 
your  entertaining  paper,  I  ihall  embrace  the 
firft  opportunity  of  fending  you  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  Prince  of  Wales  Fort," 


Qburchill 
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Churchill  River. 

Mr.  Editor, 

"  According  to  my  promife  I  now  fend 
you  the  account  of  the  capture  of  Prince  of 
Wales,  or  Churchill  Fort,  on  the  N.  W.  coaft 
of  Hudfon's  Bay,  which  I  received  from  a 
gentleman,  who  was  upon  the  fpot  at  the 
time,   and  on  whofe  veracity  I  can  depend. 

"  The  French  vifited  this  place  before 
York  Fort,  on  account  of  its  Northern  fitu- 
ation,  and  the  general  prevalency  of  winds 
from  that  quarter,  thinking  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  them  in  going  to  the  Southward. 
Accordingly  the  three  fhips  appeared  before 
the  Fort  on  Augufr  8,  1782,  at  a  time 
when  the  Governor  was  very  bufy  trading 
with  fome  Indians  who  were  juft  arrived  : 
but  the  fight  of  fuch  unexpected  vifitors  did 
not  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Factory  people,  who  were  not  ufed  to  fee  fo 
many  ftrangers  in  thefe  feas. 


At 
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€(  At    this   time,    which    was   about   fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  had  caft 
anchor     within    five    miles    of    the  Fort, 
and  in  a  little  time  afterwards  appeared  very 
induftrious    in    founding    the    river,    even 
within  mufquet  fhot  of  the  place ;   and  I 
have  heard  the  Governor  declare,    that  their 
officers    went  about    the  Fa&ory  avenues, 
(hooting  birds,  with  the  greateft  indifference; 
a  convincing  proof  that  they  did  not  con- 
ceive  themfelves   to    be   in   much    danger. 
The  Fort  at  this   time  mounted  forty-two 
cannon,  fix,  twelve,  and  twenty-four  pound- 
ers,   was  provided  with  ammunition  in  great 
plenty,   and   the  Factory  was  not  in  imme- 
diate want  of  provifions  of  any  kind.     The 
ftrength  of  the  Fort  itfelf  was  fuch  as  would 
have  refitted  the  attacks  of  a  more  consi- 
derable force ;    it  was  built  of  the  ftrongeft 
materials,  its  walls  were  of  great  thicknefs, 
and  very  durable,   it  having  been  forty  years 
in  building,    and  attended  with  great  ex- 
pence  to  the  Company.     In  fhort  it  was  the 
opinion  of  every  intelligent  perfon,   that  it 
might    have    made  an   obftinate  refinance 
when  attacked,  had  it  been  as  well  provided 
1  3  m 
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in  other  refpedfo ;  but  through  the  impo- 
litic conduit  of  the  Company,  every  cou- 
rageous exertion  of  their  fervants  muft  have 
been  confidered  as  imprudent  temerity ;  for 
this  place,  which  would  have  required  four 
hundred  men  for  its  defence,  the  Company, 
in  their  confummate  wifdopi,  had  garrifone4 
with  only  thirty-nine. 


'?  About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
Aug.  9,  the  enemy  began  to  difembark  their 
troops,  at  a  place  called  Hare- Point ;  from 
whence  they  marched  in  a  regular  manner  to- 
wards the  Fadtory,  until  they  arrived  within 
about  four  hundred  yards,  when  they  .made  a 
halt,  and  fent  two  officers  from  the  main 
body,  with  a  fummons  to  the  Governor  to 
furrender  the  place.  The  Governor  and  two 
of  his  officers  met  them  halfway, "  when  all 
difficulties  that  obftru&ed  the  negotiation 
were  fpeedily  overcome,  to  the  fatisfadlion 
of  both  parties.  In  confequence  of  this 
verbal  agreement,  the  French,  to  the  amount 
of  about  four  hundred  men  entered  the  Fort,  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  Britifh 

flag 
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flag  was  lowered,   and  a  table  cloth  from  the 
Governor's  table  hoifted  in  its  flead, 

"  Every  part  now  exhibited  a  fcene  of  de- 
valuation and  ruin  -y  for  the  licentious  foldiery, 
finding  they  were  not  reftri&ed  by  a  capitu- 
lation, began  to  plunder  whatever  came  in 
their  way.  It  muft,  however,  at  the  fame 
time  be  acknowledged,  that  the  officers  took 
every  opportunity  to  deprefs  this  fpirit  in 
the  common  foldiers,  with  great  humanity 
and  addrefs  ;  politely  fympathizing  with  the 
fuferers  in  the  inevitable  diftreffes  attending 
the  fortune  of  war.  The  remainder  of  this, 
and  the  following  day,  were  fpent  in  demo- 
lifhing  the  works  belonging  to  the  fortifica- 
tions, flapping  on  board  fundry  articles  of 
ftores,  provifions,  and  a  valuable  quantity 
of  peltry,  which  if  the  Company  had  re- 
ceived would  have  indemnified  them  for  all 
their  other  lpffes  conjointly. 

"  On  the  i  ith,  the  three  ihips  fet  fail  for 
York-Fort ;  but  about  five  o  clock  in  the 
morning,  a  fail  was  obferved  apparently  fleer- 
ing for  Churchill,  which  was  now  in  flames. 


(     Ho     ) 

One  of  the  frigates  was  ordered  to  chace. 
The  experience  of  her  commander  was,  how- 
ever, fo  inadequate  to  the  talk  of  coping  with 
the  {kill  of  the  Englim  Captain,  that  if  he  had 
perfevered  he  would  probably  have  been 
led  into  fuch  a  labyrinth  of  fhoal  water  and 
rocky  ground,  as  might  have  made  him 
repent  his  vifit  to  Hudfon's  Bay.  Accor- 
dingly the  Frenchman  gave  up  the  purfuit 
about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  after 
firing  a  bow  chace  from  an  eighteen  pounder, 
which  he  found  had  no  other  effect  than, 
if  poffible,  to  make  the  Englishman  go  falter 
than  before. 


<t 


I  would  juft  remark,  that  Churchill  Set- 
tlement was  by  much  the  beft  ever  eredled 
in  Hudfon's  Bay.  The  Company  ufually 
Jiave  their  Fa&ories  built  with  logs  of  pine, 
which  are  fquared,  and  laid  one  upon  ano- 
ther; but  this  building  was  entirely  of  free- 
fone j  the  artillery  was  in  admirable  condi- 
tion j  and  the  fortifications  were  moft  fkilfully 
planned  under  the  infpedion  of  the  inge- 
nious Mr.  Robfon>  who  went  out  in  1742 
for  that  purpofe. 

?!  While 
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u  While  the  trade  of  the  other  fettlements 
had  been  upon  the  decline  for  fome  years,  this 
place  had  in  general  held  its  former  me- 
dium, and  of  late  years  confiderably  in- 
creafed.  Notwithftanding  the  advantages 
of  fo  flourishing  a  fettlement  to  the  Com- 
pany, their  extreme  parlimony  would  not 
permit  them  to  have  above  one  man  to  a  gun, 
even  in  the  midft  of  a  precarious  war.  What 
folly  could  be  more  egregious,  than  to  ere£t 
a  fort  of  fuch  extent,  ftrength,  and  ex- 
pence,  and  only  allow  thirty-nine  men  to 
defend  it  ?  The  force  which  the  French 
fent  into  Hudfon's  Bay  was  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  reduce  every  place  in  the  country, 
weakly  defended  as  they  were.  This  place, 
in  particular,  with  fo  few  men,  was  totally 
incapable  of  withftanding  the  well- directed 
efforts  of  fo  ftrong  an  armanent,  efpecially 
as  the  depth  of  water  in  the  river  would 
admit  the  largeft  (hips  to  lie  very  near  the 
Fort ;  and  bombs  may  be  ufed  with  great 
effedh 


"  Notwithftanding   the   Governor   mull 
have  been  fenfible  of  his  inability  to  make 

as 
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an  obitinate  defence,  his  conduit  was  in  fomc 
refpeds  highly  reprehenlible.  In  the  firft 
place,  he  fhould  have  fent  an  exprefs  to 
York  Fort,  over  land,  by  the  Indians,  with 
information  of  an  enemy's  arrival.  Had  he 
done  fo,  the  people  at  that  fettlement  would 
have  had  five  days  more  at  leafl  to  prepare 
themfelves  for  fo  unexpected  an  event.  Se- 
condly, he  fliould  have  deftroyed  the  papers 
of  the  mailer  of  the  Hoop,  who  was  then 
to  the  Northward  upon  a  trading  voyage. 
By  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  papers,  the  enemy 
acquired  a  complete  defer iption  of  York  Fort, 
with  an  account  of  its  weaknefs  on  the 
land  fide,  which  induced  them  to  try  their 
fuccefs  that  way.  Thirdly,  his  timidity 
in  quietly  faffering  a  known  enemy  to  be 
founding  the  river,  as  it  were,  under  his 
nofe,  without  oppofition,  was  not,  I  think 
I  may  venture  to  fay,  confident  with  that 
fortitude  which  ought  to  a&uate  $  Briton, 
In  the  fervice  of  his  country. 


Remarks 
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Remarks  and  Observations  made  in  the 

Inland  Parts  ^  Hudson's  Bay  during 
Four  Tears  Refidence  in  thofe  Unknown 
Regions. 

In  June  1783,  I  landed  at  Quebec  5  and 
in  May  1784,  I  left  the  city  of  Montreal, 
to  penetrate  into  the  interior  parts.  This 
we  did  in  canoes  made  of  birch-rind, 
of  about  four  tons  burthen  each,  and  na- 
vigated by  eight  Canadians,  who  are,  with- 
out doubt,  the  beft  qualified  for  this  very 
laborious  navigation,  which  is  continually 
obftrudled  by  fhoals,  rapids,  and  the  mo  ft 
tremendous  catara&s.  In  about  one  month 
we  arrived  at  the  falls  of  St.  Mary,  which 
form  a  junction  of  the  kkes  Superior  and 
Huron. 

As  the  fur  merchants  in  Canada  began  to 
be  alarmed  this  year,  on  account  of  the 
partition  line  eftabliflhed  by  the  late  peace, 
apprehending  that  the  key  of  the  interior 
country,  fituated  on  the  bottom  of  lake  Su- 
perior* 


BUI 
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perior,  would  thereby  fall  within  the  Ame- 
rican boundary,  I  was  pitched  upon  to  pur- 
fue  an  unknown  traft  in  order  to  explore 
another  paffage  into  the  interior  country, 
independant  of  the  old  one  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Great  Carrying-Place.  I  ac- 
cordingly fat  out  for  that  purpofe,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  in  my  expedition  much  to  the  fatis- 
fadion  of  the  merchants  ;  but  as  the  Ame- 
ricans have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  pof- 
feffion  of  thofe  Weftern  pofts  on  the  lakes, 
ceded  to  them  by  the  late  peace,  the  traders 
ftill  continue  the  old  route. 

When  the  goods  aVrive  at  the  Great  Car- 
rying Place,  they  are  embarked  in  Canoes 
of  fmaller  dimenfions,  the  navigation  being 
Ml  more  intricate  ;  and  here  they  meet  the 
winterers  who  are  returning  with  furs  traded 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  winter.  Not 
lefs  than  one  thoufand  Canadians  and  Eu- 
ropeans are  employed  by  the  merchants  in 
this  bufinefs,  who  are  incorporated  under  the 
firm  of  the  North- Weft  Company,  befides 
perhaps  as  many  more  who  go  to  Detroit  on 
the  fur  trade,   and  return  to  Montreal  with 

beaver 
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beaver  fkins,  deer  fkins,  &c.  to  a  great 
amount.  Upwards  of  four  thoufand  packs 
are  produced  from  the  whole  trade  annually, 
which  confumes  a  great  quantity  of  Britifih 
merchandize,  of  the  moft  inferior  quality, 
and  which  perhaps  would  hardly  find  a 
market  elfewhere. 


In  the  following  remarks  on  the  inland 
parts,  a  great  fimilarity  will  be  found  between 
the  Indians  living  on  the  coaft  of  HudfonY 
Bay,  and  thofe  inland,  termed  the  Nehe- 
thawa  Indians :  in  fadt  they  were  originally 
the  fame  people,  but  as  numbers  have  receded 
from  the  fea  coaft  to  partake  of  a  more  fruit- 
ful clime,  they  have  fufFered  fome  alteration 
in  their  manners  and  cuftoms. 


(     H6    ) 


Of  the  Face  of  the  Country,  its  Soil, 
Climate,  and  Natural  Produc- 
tions. 

I  palled  the  winters  of  the  years  1784* 
1785*  1786,  and  1787,  on  a  large  river,  which 
empties  itfelf  by  many  branches  into  that 
lake  which  is  laid  down  in  maps  by  the 
name  of  lake  Bourbon.  This  lake  was  im- 
properly fo  called  by  the  French,  when  in 
poffeiTion  of  Canada ;  but  its  real  name  is 
the  Cedar  lake,  and  it  is  thus  named  by  the 
Indians,  on  account  of  that  kind  of  wood 
being  found  thereon. 

In  the  year  1787,  when  the  following  re- 
marks were  made,  I  wintered  in  the  com- 
puted latitude  of  55  deg.  .N.  and  Latitude 
120.  deg.  W.  from  the  meridian  of  London. 
I  cannot  fufficiently  lament  the  opportunity 
I  have  loft  of  giving  to  a  certainty  the  geo- 
graphical fituation  of  the  place,  for  the 
want  of  neceffary  inftruments.  As  this 
cannot  be  repaired,  I  muft  endeavour  to  com- 
penfate  for  it  by  communicating  fuch  fails 
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as  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  either  thro' 
the  channel  of  perfonal  experience,  or  con- 
fidential information. 


The  courfe  of  the  river  was  nearly  eaft,  and 
I  wintered  about  feven  hundred  miles  above  its 
difcharge  into  the  cedar  lake.  Its  current  is 
very  regular,  and  in  the  whole  diftance,  we 
have  but  one  place  where  the  paflage  is  in 
the  Ifeaft  impeded  by  rapids ;  and  even  this 
place  is  very  trifling,  and  eafily  paffed  with 
proper  care.  Every  part  of  this  river,  where 
the  channel  is  wide,  is  much  incommoded  by 
fand  banks  and  fhoals.  The  fhores  and  bed 
of  it  are  muddy,  and  confequently  the  wa- 
ter is  very  dirty.  What  I  have  often  thought 
worthy  of  obfervation  during  my  flay  here, 
has  been  the  very  fudden  and  rapid  rife  of  the 
water  in  the  river  during  the  fummer  months, 
and  this  without  any  apparent  caufe,  or  extra- 
ordinary rains.  In  the  Summer  of  1786  I 
obferved  the  water  to  rue  ten  feet  perpendi- 
cular in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours; 
thence  it  fubfided  gradually  to  its  ufual  height; 
and  then  rapidly  rofe  as  before.  This  rifing  of 
the  water  drowns  all  the  Country  about  thq 

bottom 
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bottom  of  the  river,  where  the  banks  ard 
uncommonly  low ;  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  the  people  who  navigate  the 
traders  canoes  are  obliged  to  fleep  in  them* 
for  want  of  a  place  to  put  afhore. 

This  river  has  feveral  kind  of  fifh  in  it, 
and  fturgeon  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  are 
in  great  plenty.  Its  diftance  above  us  is 
not  known;  but  by  Indian  information,  we 
learn,  that  it  is  formed  from  a  great  number 
of  fmall  rivers  which  iffue  from  an  extra- 
ordinary ridge  of  Rocks,  called  the  Stony 
Mountain. 

This  mountain  is  the  mofl  remarkable 
place  in  the  country,  and  appears  to  be  the 
barrier  between  the  Indians  that  trade  with  us 
and  thofe  who  trade  with  Grangers  on  the 
other  fide.  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  kvcn 
days  journey  before  you  arrive  at  it.  We  are 
unacquainted  with  its  extent  at  prefent* 
but  it  feems  to  have  a  North  and  South  di- 
rection. It  is  faid  that  all  the  rivers  on 
the  Eaft  fide  of  the  mountain  have  an  eafi> 
fcrly  courfe,  and  thofe  on  the  Weil  fide  take 

a  wefl-^ 
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I  Wefterty  courfe ;  the  latter  muft  evidently 
fall  into  the  South  feas. 


About  two  hundred  and  feventy  miles  be- 
low  where  I  wintered,  or  about  four  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  from  its  mouth,  two  branches 
unite  in  one ;  of  thefe  one  is  called  the  South 
branch,  and  the  other  the  North  branch.  As 
1  am  the  beft  acquainted  with  the  latter,  1 
confine  myfelf  particularly  to  it  in  this  de- 
fcription. 

I  muii  not  omit  one  particular  relating  to 
this   river,   which   is   the  great  quantity  of 
Coal  conveyed  down  by  the  current*     I  am 
of  opinion  that  abundance  of  this  mineral 
muft  be  in  the  country  above  us,  as  a  perfoa 
once  brought  me  down  a  piece  he  had  taken 
from  the  earth,  where  it  was  piled  up  in  heaps. 
And  it  was  in  every  refpect  fimilar  to  that 
brought  to  London  from  the  North  of  Eng- 
land  and   Scotland*     He   told  me   that  he 
afked    the   Indians    the   ufe    of  it;  and   on 
their  expreffing  their  ignorance,  he  put  fame 
of  it   in   the  fire  which  burnt  violently  to 
their  great  aftonifhment.     However  plenty 
it   may   be  inland,    it   is    certain    there  is 
. .    K  no 
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no  want  of  it  near  the  river,  from  the  great 
quantity  left  on  the  fhoals.  What  other 
treafures  may  be  concealed  in  this  unknown 
repofitory,  or  what  valuable  ores  may  be 
intermixed  with  the  coal,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine* 

All  the  lower  country  near  the  river  for  a 
confiderable  diftance,  affords  no  other  wood 
than  willows,  and  a  few  fmall  poplars. 
The  land  is  exceeding  marfhy,  and  abounds 
with  all  kinds  of  aquatic  birds  in  the  fpring 
and  autumn.  Higher  up,  the  banks  of  the 
river  are  fteeper,  and  pines  become  frequent, 
which  are  intermixed  with  a  few  infignificant 
elm  and  birch  trees. 

All  thefe  countries  are  well  ftore'd  with 
moofe,  beavers,  otters,  &c.  but  the  red  deer, 
lumping  deer,  and  buffalo,  are  not  to  be  found 
till  you  are  confiderably  higher  up  the  river, 
where  the  country  becomes  more  open,  and  fo 
free  from  woods,  that  in  many  places  fcarce  a 
lufficiency  can  be  procured  to  make  a  tem- 
porary fire  for  travellers,  who  are  obliged  in- 
ftead  thereof  to  ufe  buffalo  dung.  During  the 
winter,  diftant  journies  become  dangerous,  as 

the 
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the  tempeftuous  weather  often  raifes  fnow 
drifts.  Difficulties  arifing  from  thenee  are 
not  to  be  obviated  by  ftrangers,  but  the 
natives  feldom  meet  with  any  accidents 
through  thefe  obftru&ions,  their  innate 
knowledge  of  the  country  guiding  them  un- 
erringly to  the  fpot  they  would  wifh  to  reach. 

Many  fpacious  lakes  are  to  be  found  in 
the  inland  parts.  Mod  of  thefe  abound  with 
fifh,  efpecially  when  joined  to  a  river;  but 
the  natives  feldom  or  never  look  after 
them,  and  the  greater  part  of  thofe  Indians 
who  came  to  our  fettlements  to  trade,  will 
neither  eat  fifh,  water-fowl,  nor  any  amphi- 
bious animal. 


How  far  the  foil  of  this  boundlefs  coun- 
try may  be  favourable  to  the  culture  of 
vegetables,  I  am  not  enabled  to  advance.  Ex- 
periments, which  fhould  be  our  only  guide 
to  knowledge  in  thefe  matters,  never  having 
been  much  made  life  of:  but  if  the  opinion 
of  an  unexperienced  perlbn,  could  be  of  any 
weight,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that 
many  parts  would  admit  of  cultivation. 
K  a  The 
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The  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  fervants  hare 
tried  Indian  corn  and  barley,  by  way  of  ex- 
periment, which  came  to  perfection;  Potatoes, 
Turnips,  Carrots,  Radifhes,  Onions,  &c» 
have  been  lately  reared,  and  found  as  good 
as  thofe  in  Canada ;  and  indeed,  in  forming 
a  comparifon  between  the  two  countries,  the 
advantage  feems  to  incline  to  the  one  I  am 
defcribing.  It  is  true  we  are  fituated  a 
few  degrees  more  to  the  Northward,  and 
about  fifty  degrees  to  the  Weftward  of  Que- 
bec, but  in  the  four  years  experience  I  have 
had,  I  have  not  yet  found  a  winter  fo  fevere, 
as  one  I  palled  near  Montreal,  where  the 
weather  is  generally  fomething  milder  than 
about  Quebec.  The  cold  lets  in,  and  the 
river  ice  breaks  up,  much  about  the  fame 
time  as  it  does  there. 

The  fruits  which  fpontaneoufly  fhoot  up, 
are  not  in  fuch  great  variety  in  the  wil- 
derneffes  of  Canada,  as  in  the  country  I  am 
fpeaking  of.  The  natives  eolledt  vaft  quan- 
tities of  a  kind  of  wild  cherries  and  bring 
them  in  for  fale.  The  Hudfon's  Bay  people 
make  an  excellent  beverage  of  them,  which 

is 
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grateful  to  the  tafte,  and  is  an  excellent 
antifcorbutic.  Rafpberries,  ftrawberries, cur- 
rants, cranberries,  and  an  infinity  of  other 
kinds  which  I  know  not  the  names  of,  are  to 
be  found  every  where.  So  that  a  perfon, 
without  the  help  of  ammunition,  may  in 
the  fummer  feafon  procure  a  very  comfortable 
fubfiftence,  were  he  bewildered,  and  alone* 
Should  any  one  be  in  this  fituation,  alrnoft 
every  pond  of  water  would  furnilh  him  with 
eggs  of  ducks,  &c.  and  every  thicket  with  a 
iatiejy  of  delicious  fruit. 


In  vallies  and  humid  fituationa,  the  graft 
grows  to  a  great  height,  which  fattens  our 
Iborfes  in  a  ihort  time ;  but  the  buffalo  ufu- 
ally  makes  choice  of  hilly,  dry  ground,  to 
feed  on,  the  blades  of  grafs  on  which  are 
fmall,  fhort  and  tender.  When  a  numerous 
herd  of  thefe  animals  flay  any  length  of 
time  in  one  place,  the  ground  is  abfolutely 
barren  there  for  the  remainder  of  the  feafon, 
the  grafs  being  eat  ,off  as  clofe  as  if  fhaved 
with  a  knife. 
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It  may  not  be  amifs  in  this  plsce,  to 
mention  fomething  of  the  fnakes  and  frogs, 
which  take  up  their  refidence  in  the  ponds 
of  this  country.  Thefe  ponds  become  pu- 
trid after  a  long  drought.  The  fnakes  are 
of  a  green  colour,  with  longitudinal  white 
lines  from  the  head  to  the  extremity  of  the 
tail.  They  are  fo  very  inoffenfive,  that  the 
Indians  frequently  play  with  them,  and 
will  tie  them  in  knots  round  their  necks. 
Whether  thefe  reptiles,  like  the  frogs,  lie  in 
a  torpid  ftate  during  the  winter,  I  cannot 
fay,  but  I  have  frequently  found  their  fkins 
dried  by  the  fun,  which  were  hollow,  but 
in  other  refpe&s  they  were  complete. 

The  frogs  refume  their  exiftence  and  fa- 
culties in  the  month  of  May;  when  the 
genial  warmth  of  the  fun  invigorates  theqi 
afrefli.  At  this  time  they  vent  forth  a  moft 
hideous  croaking,  day  and  night,  and  they 
are  particularly  chearful  in  rainy  weather. 
The  appearance  of  the  frogs  gives  name  to 
the  month  of  May  among  the  Nehethawa 
Indians, 


Ths 
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The  climate  is  very  perceptibly  milder 
here  than  in  the  parts  on  the  fea  coaft.     The 
fnow  is  not  half  fo  deep,    neither  are  the 
hotteft  days   in  fummer  fo  fultry.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  animals  in  the  upper  country 
are    not   fo   liberally    fupplied  with  warm 
cloathing,   as  thofe  of  the  lower  country. 
The  martins  and  other  peltries  of  courfe  are 
not  fo  valuable.  Nature,  who  fupplies  all  her 
children  according  to  their  feveral  neceffities, 
makes   a  wide   difference  in  the  covering  of 
the  brute  creation,  proportioning  it  to  the 
feverity  of  the  weather  they  have  to  refift  ; 
even  the  partridge  in  the  lower  country  is 
not  negle&ed ;   his  legs  and  feet  being  co- 
vered with  feathers  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  body.     If  a  man  is  frozen  in  the  upper 
country,   it  is  owing  to  his  not  having  taken 
proper  care  of  himfelf ;   whereas  upon  the 
fea  coaft,  with   every  neceffary  precaution, 
a- man  will  frequently  have  his  nofe,   face, 
or  finger-ends  fkinned. 


The  heavens,    in  cold  winter  nights,   do 

not  exhibit  that  luminous  appearance,  which, 

as  before  remarked,  is  obfervable  on  the  fea 
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coaft;  nor  do  the  ftars  fhine  with  that  re- 
.  fulgent  luftre.  The  Aurora  Borealis  is 
not  fo  common  nor  fo  brilliant ;  the  Par- 
helia and  Parafelenes  are  lefs  frequent. 
Fogs  in  the  winter,  are  unknown ;  whereas 
upon  the  coafl,  the  fun  will  be  obfcured 
for  weeks  together ;  and  every  tree,  &c.  to 
leeward,  will  be  encrufted  over  with  this? 
unwholefome  effluvia,  which  the  cold  con- 
verts into  rime. 

In  fhort,  the  two  countries  will  admit  of 
no  companion :  one  is  temperate  and 
healthy,  the  land  is  dry,  pleafant,  and  fer- 
tile in  fpontaneous  productions,  and  the 
animal  creation  is  various  and  excellent 
for  the  fupport  of  man  :  in  it,  a  per- 
fon  who  could  live  etired,  might  pafs 
his  days  with  eafe,  content,  and  felicity,  and 
if  he  did  not  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  ftate 
of  health,  it  would  not  be  the  fault  of  the 
air  he  lived  in. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  lower  country 
is  one  endlefs  bog,  where  the  favage  animals 
themfelves  are  fometimes  conftantly  fwampt. 

The 
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The  fineft  fummer's  day  will  begin  with  a 
fcorching  heat,  and  terminate  with  a  cold 
eafterly  fea  fog.  The  weather  ufually  inci- 
dent to  autumn  and  midiummer,  is  experi- 
enced in  their  different  extremes  during  the 
fliort  fpace  of  twelve  hours.  The  inhabitants 
frequently  fall  a  prey  to  the  feverity  of  the 
froft.  The  whole  country  furnifhes  but  one 
fpecies  of  quadruped  fit  for  the  fupport  of 
man;  and  the  Europeans  are  accurfed  with 
an  ami&ing  epidemical  diforder,  which  they 
very  emphatically  term  the  "  The  Country 
Piftemper," 


Of  the  Animals,  &c,  of  this  Country. 

A    Befcriftion    of  the    Buffalo,   and 
Buffalo  Pound. 


Of  all  the  numerous  tribes  of  quadrupeds 
in  this  extenfive  country,  the  Buffalo  un- 
doubtedly merits  a  primary  defcription  ;  not 
only  on  account  of  its  being  the  molt  nu- 
merous,  but  likewife  for  the  great   utility 

ever^r 
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every  part  of  it  might  be  converted  to,  If 
ever  this  trad:  fliould  be  eftablifhed. 

From  the  nofe  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  a 
full  grown  male  is  about  ten  feet  long;  the 
hair  on  the  back  is  of  a  brown  colour,  but  on 
the  legs,  neck,  and  head  is  inclinable  to  black; 
from  the  lower  lip,  to  the  breaft,  a  tuft  of 
hair  hangs  down  about  a  foot  long;  on  the 
hinder  part  of  the  neck  is  an  exuberance  of 
left*,  or  hunch,  which  is  efteemed  the  moft 
delicious  part  of  the  animal,  and  which 
much  augments  an  appearance  that  is  at  beft 
moft  hideous. 

The  male  Buffalo  is  exceeding  ferocious 
when  wounded,  efpecially  in  the  copulating 
feafon,  and  frequently  proves  fatal  to  the 
Indians  themfelves.  They  herd  together  in 
thofe  fpacious  plains,  which  it  is  probable 
extend  to  the  South  Seas.  The  female  ad- 
mits the  male  in  July,  and  brings  forth  in 
the  month  of  March  or  April  following. 
The  horns  are  black,  curved  inwards,  and  a- 
bout  a  foot  long;  they  fometimes  fall  off 
from  the  old  females,  but  the  males  retain 

them 
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them  to  the  laft.  The  weight  of  a  full 
grown  male  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds 
Englifh,  and  the  flefh,  at  leaft  of  the  Cows, 
equally  efteemed  with  our  European  beef. 
The  old  Bulls  have  no  hair  on  them  fum- 
mer  or  winter,  for  which  reafon  they  feek 
the  woods ;  yet  are  neverthelefs  fometimes 
frozen  in  fevere  feafons.  Altogether,  the 
Buffalo  is  of  an  appearance  truly  frightful ; 
the  Bulls  in  particular  ;  which  the  great 
quantity  of  hair  about  the  head,  and  the 
Jiunch  contributes  much   to  augment. 

Should  this  inland  country  ever  be  eftab- 
lifhed,  and  manufacturers  fettled  therein, 
every  part  of  this  animal  would  turn  to  ac- 
count:  as  for  tallow,  hides,  hair,  horns  and 
hoofs.  They  might  alfo  be  tamed  to  the 
plough;  and  that  with  the  greateft  facility,  by 
taking  them  young  in  the  month  of  April  or 
May,  which  a  man  who  is  fwift  of  foot  may 
$0  without  the  affiftance  of  a  horfe. 


The 
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The  Buffalo  Pound* 

The  Indians  have  various  ways  of  killing 

the  Buffalo  ;  one  of  which  is  by  cautioufly 
approaching  them  when  feeding.  The  hunter 
upon  this  occasion  lies  on  his  belly,  and'  will 

fometimes  fire  his  gun  forty  or  fifty  times 
without  railing  the  herd.  They  alfo  pur- 
file  them  on  horfeback,  and  fhoot  them 
with  arrows  and  guns.  But  the  means  by 
which  the  greateft  numbers  are  taken,  is  by 
making  a  pound,  which  is  conftrudted  in 
the  following  manner  : — 

<s  They  are  either  of  a  circular  or  fquare 
form,  and  differ  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  nation  by  whom  they  are  made.  The 
fquare  ones  are  compofed  of  trees  laid  on  one 
another,  to  the  height  of  about  five  feet, 
and  about  fifty  on  each  fide  of  the  fquare. 
On  that  fide  at  which  the  animals  are  in- 
tended to  enter,  a  quantity  of  earth  is  laid, 
to  the  height  of  the  cortftrii&ion,  fo  as  to 
form  a  hill  of  an  eafy  afcent  of  about  twenty 
feet,     This  done,   a  number  of  branches  of 

trees 
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trees  are  placed,  from  eacli  fide  of  the  front* 
in  a  ftrait  line  from  the  raifed  hill,  for  about 
one  hundred  feet  in  length,  continually  in- 
creafing  in  width,  fo  that  though  the  inward 
ends  of  thefe  lines  of  branches  are  no  more 
more  than  fifty  feet  afunder,  the  exterior  end 
will  exceed  two  hundred  feet.  After  this,  a 
number  of  poles,  nearly  fifteen  feet  long  each, 
are  placed  at  about  twelve  feet  diftance  from 
each  other,  with  a  piece  of  Buffalo  dung  on 
the  top,  and  in  a  ftrait  line  from  the  boughs 
abovementioned.  At  the  foot  of  each  pole  a 
man  lies  concealed  in  a  Buffalo  fkin,  to  keep 
the  animals  in  a  ftrait  diredion  to  the  pound* 
Thefe  poles  are  placed  alike  on  each  fide, 
always  increafmg  in  breadth  from  one  fide  to 
the  other,  and  decreafmg  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion as  the  animals  approach  the  pound- 
Every  preparation  being  now  made,  three  or 
four  men  fet  off  on  foot  to  find  a  herd  of 
Cows  ;  for  the  Bulls  they  think  not  worth 
their  trouble.  Thefe  they  drive  eafily  along, 
till  they  arrive  within  the  vicinity  of  the 
pound,  when  one  man  is  difpatched  to  give 
notice  to  the  other  Indians,  who  immediately 
affemble  on  horfeback  on  each  fide  the  herd, 

keeping 
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keeping  a  proper  diftance,  for  fear  of  fright- 
ening the  animals.  By  this  means  they  arc 
concluded  within  the  exterior  line  of  poles. 
It  frequently  happens  that  they  will  endea- 
vour to  go  out ;  to  prevent  which,  the  men 
who  are  placed  at  the  foot  of  each  pole,  fhake 
their  ikins,  which  drives  the  herd  to  the  op** 
polite  fide,  where  the  others  do  the  fame : 
fo  that  at  lafl  they  arrive  at  the  pound, 
and  fall  in  headlong  one  upon  another,  fomc 
breaking  their  necks,  becks,  &c.  And  now 
the  confufion  becomes  fo  great  within,  that 
though  the  height  of  the  building  fhall  not 
exceed  five  feet,  none  will  make  their  efcape. 
To  elucidate  this  defc.ription  of  the  Buffalo- 
Pound,  I  have  roughly  iketched  the  annexed 
diagram. 

The  Moose. 

This  animal  is  numerous,  according  to  the 
fituation  of  places  they  frequent ;  and  moun- 
tainous land  is  ufually  made  choice  of  by 
them.  The  hair  is  inclinable  to  black.  The 
full-grown  M'oofe,  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
large  horfe,  with  lofty  palmated  horns,  which 

fall 
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fall  off  in  December  or  January.  They  engen- 
der in  the  month  of  September  or  Oflober, 
bring  forth  in  May,  and  have  from  one  to 
three  at  a  birth.  The  Moofe  eats  no  grafs, 
but  fubfiits  chiefly  on  the  young  branches  of 
willows  and  poplars.  They  are  not  very 
plenty  in  the  parts  I  have  defcribed,  and  it 
is  but  feldom  that  above  two  are  met  with 
in  one  place.  The  meat  of  the  Moofe  is 
juftly  efleemed  for  its  excellence. 

The  Red  Deer. 

The  Red  Deer  is  next  in  iize  to  the  Moofef 
but  it  is  not  equal  to  it  in  its  delicious  fla- 
vour, on  account  of  the  peculiar  quality  in 
the  fat,  which  turns  cold  fo  very  fall,  that  a 
perfon  mull  eat  it  the  i'nftant  it  is  taken 
from  the  fire ;  and  even  then  the  mouth  i$ 
fometimes  lined  with  a  greafe  of  the  con- 
fidence of  tallow.  The  hair  is  of  a  reddifli 
colour.  The  rofe  buds  are  much  efteemed 
by  the  Red  Deer,  which,  with  young  wil- 
lows, poplars,  and  grafs,  conftitute  its  food. 
The  female  receives  the  male,  and  brings 
forth  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Moofe,  and 
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produces  one  and  fometimes  two  at  a  time* 
The  horns  are  not  palmated  like  that  animal, 
but  are  round,  branched  and  lofty,  and  fall 
off  in  March.  Thefe  animals  are  very  nu- 
merous in  moil  parts  of  the  country,  and 
they  aflbciate  in  herds  ;  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  five  or  fix  hundred  in  a  place,  but 
they  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  open, 
fpacious  plains  where  the  Buffalos  refort. 

Jumping  Deer* 


This  animal,  though  not  half  the  fize,  of 
the  Red  Deer,  is  not  the  fmalleft  of  the  fpe- 
cies.  The  one  under  defcription  receives  its 
name  from  the  Angular  manner  of  its  courfe  -, 
this  is  by  a  continual  ■fucceffion  of  jumps* 
which  they  perform  with'  amazing  celerity, 
fpringing  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  fixteen 
feet  at  each  jump.  It  is  a  fmall  clean-made 
animal,  exceeding  lively  and  gay,  and  is  of  a 
brown  colour  intermixed  with  grey  hairs  * 
Its  food  confifts  of  grafs,  of  the  fallen  leaves 
of  the  poplar,  the  young  branches  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  trees,  and  the  mofs  adhering 
to  the  pines.  The  horns  are  about  two  feet 
long,  and  refemble  ■  thofe  of  the  preceding 

animal, 
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animal,  except  in  fize  j  they  fall  off  in  the 
month  of  April .  This  handfome  animal  ruts 
in  November,  brings  forth  in  May,  and  has 
one  and  fometimes  two  at  a  birth.  It  is 
needlefs  to  add  that  the  flefh  is  delicious. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  the  Jumping  Deer, 
one  of  which  has  a  very  fhort  tail  like  the 
reft  of  the  fpecies,  whereas  the  other  kind 
has  a  tail  about  a  foot  long,  and  covered 
with  red  hairs. 

Apis-to-chik-o-shish* 

I  am  not  fufficiently  converfant  in  the 
fcience  of  Zoology  to  give  this  beautiful  ani- 
mal its  proper  name  in  the  Englifti  language; 
perhaps  it  has  never  yet  been  defcribed  in  na- 
tural hiftory.  The  French  people  refident  in 
thefe  parts,  call  it  the  Cu  Blanc,  from  a 
white  mark  on  its  rump.  A  more  beautii 
ftil  creature  is  not  to  be  found  in  this  or  per- 
haps any  other  country.  Extreme  delicacy 
of  make,  and  exadt  fimilarity  of  proportion^ 
are  obfervable  in  all  its  parts.  No  animal  here 
is  fo  fwift  of  foot :  not  the  fleeteft  horfe  or 
dog  can  approach  it.  They  herd  together  in 
E  large 


■  i  .r  . 


(     i66     ) 

large  droves,  but  fometimes  three  or  four 
only  are  found  in  a  place.  Its  horns  are  not 
affined  like  the  other  fpecies,  nor  are  they 
branched.  Both  male  and  female  have  them, 
but  they  never  fall  off:  they  referable  more 
the  horns  of  the  Goat  than  thofe  of  the  Deer 
fpecies.  They  feed  upon  moll  kinds  of 
grafs,  and  the  tender  twigs  of  trees.  The 
whole  length  may  be  about  four  feet  and  a 
half;  the  legs  are  white  and  flender;  the  reft 
of  the  body  of  a  light  red,  with  a  white 
fpace  on  the  rump. 

At   the  Stony  Mountain  and   parts  adja- 
cent, other  cornuted  animals  are  found  which 
are  entirely  unknown   to  us   here.      People 
that  I  have  converfed  with  on  this  fubjeel:, 
who  have  been   there,    defcribe  a   kind  of 
Goat;    and  alfo  an  animal  which  refembles 
our  Sheep,  the  horns  of  the  male  of  which 
bear  a  great  fimilarity  to  thofe  of  the  Ram. 
I  have  feen  large  ladles  made  of  thefe  horns, 
fome  of  which  would  contain  two  quarts  of 
water.     Without  doubt,  if  the  inland  parte 
were  explored  by  a  perfon  of  ingenuity,  many 
ufeful  difcoveries  might  be  made  in  every 
branch  of  Nature's  operations,  as  well  relat- 
ing 
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irig  to  the  vegetable  as  the  animal  world;  but 
unfortunately  thofe  mercantile  gentlemen  who 
have  hitherto  been  fen  tin  to  this  Terra  incog- 
nita have  been  fo  very  intent  upon  the  pe- 
cuniary emolument,  arifing  from  the  trade 
they  are  engaged  in,  as  intirely  to  negled 
every  effort  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the: 
Country  and  its  productions;  though  fuch 
an  undertaking  would  be  attended  with  little 
or  no  expence,  and  would  certainly  redound 
much  to  their  honour^  if  not  to  their  profit. 

Having  given  a  brief  account  of  fuch  of 
the  four-footed  tribe  as  contribute  to  the 
fupport  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  it 
Will  be  heceflary  to  mention  the  carnivorous 
animals  to  be  met  with  j  as  alfo  the  amphi- 
bious ones.  Under  the  former  head  we  have 
Bears,  twd  fpecies  bf  Wolves,  Lynxes, 
FdxeS,  Wolverine,  &c.  but  as  thefe  have 
frequently  been  very  particularly  described, 
I  fhall  give  but  a  coriciie  account  of  each,  viz; 

Bears  are  of  three  kinds;— -the  black;  the 

red,  and   the  grizzle  Bear.     The  former  is 

the  leaft  offenfive,  and,   when  taken  young, 
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the  moft  docile  and  fufceptible  of  kind  ufage. 
As  to  the  other  kinds,   their  nature  is  favage 
and  ferocious,   their  power  is  dangerous,  and 
their  haunts    to    be    guarded   agairift.     The 
numbers  of  maimed  Indians,  tobe  feen  in  this 
country,   exhibit  a  melancholy  proof  of  their 
power  over  the  human  fpecies.     A  Canadian, 
laft  fummer  had  his  arm  iafcerated  in  a  dread- 
ful manner  by  one  of  thefe  deftrudtive  ani- 
mals :   yet  if  a  man  is  mounted  upon  a  good 
horfe,  he  may  attack  one  with  fuccefs  ;   nor 
will  they  always  fall  on  a  perfon  unprovoked. 
They  feed   upon   berries,     roots   and   flefh. 
In  fummer  they  travel  about,  but  in  winter 
thev  live  in  a  ftate  of  inanimation  in  fome  re- 
cefs   under   ground,    and  fuftain   nature   by 
fucking  their  paws. 

Wolves  are  exceedingly  numerous  in  this 
inland  country  ;  where  they  find  a  plentiful 
fubfiftence  from  the  carcafes  of  wounded  Buf- 
falos,  and  others  which  are  left  and  killed 
by  the  natives.  They  are  taken  in  traps  and 
fnares.  The  Indians  likewife  (hoot  them  in 
the  following  manner:  A  Buffalo  being 
killed,  and  cut  in  pieces  over  night,  the  In- 
dians 
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dians  appear  at  the  place  the  next  morning 
on  horfeback,  where  they  find  the  Wolves 
fo  over-gorged  with  eating,  as  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  retreating,  fo  that  they  become  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  hunters.  The  Wolf  is  very  vo- 
racious, and  will  confume  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  food  in  a  (hort  time;  but  then  he  will 
go  a  confiderable  time  without  any  kind  of 
fubfiftence  whatever.  The  ikin  becomes  in 
feafon  about  the  beginning  of  December^ 
and  the  winter  hair  begins  to  fall  off  about 
the  latter  end  of  March,  after  the  feafon  of 
copulation  is  over.  They  are  not  fo  large  as 
thofe  found  on  the  fea  fhore  at  Hudfon's 
Bay,  nor  are  their  ikins  fo  well  covered  with 
a  warm  fur.  The  Wolves  are  poffeffed  of 
much  cunning  and  addrefs  in  procuring  food : 
in  particular  they  will  chace  the  Red  Deer 
in  a  diredt  courfe  to  a  precipice,  when  that 
creature *being  on  full  fpeed,  and  not  forefee- 
ing  its  danger,  falls  down  with  great  force, 
and  is  inevitably  killed,  or  prevented  from 
making  his  efcape. 

Lynxes   are  fometimes  met  wTith  in  the 
uppqr  country,  but  fo  rarely  that  I  cannot  with 
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any  propriety  rank  it  among  the  quadruped 
inhabitants  of  it. 

Foxes  are  not  found  here  in  fuch  plenty 
or  variety  as  on  the  fea  coaft,  and  it  is  nped- 
lefs  to  add,  that  the  fur  is  pf  an  inferior, 
quality.  There  is  a  fpecies  of  fmall  Red 
Foxes  here  which  is  not  an  inhabitant  of 
thefe  frigid  regions.  They  fubfift  on  mice, 
and  any  kind  of  carrion  which  the  fagacity  of 
their  fmell  may  guide  them  to.  The  fecun- 
dity of  the  Fox  is  remarkable,  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  they  are  not  numerous. 


Woiverins  are  fcarce  in  thefe  parts.  This 
beaft  is  as  much  addicted  to  peculation  and 
cunning  as  any  of  the  carnivorous  animals 
whatever.  He  choofes  rather  to  attempt  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  trap  than  to  enter  into  it. 
No  Indian  hoards  of  provifions  are  feeure 
from  his  difcovery.  He  afcends  trees  with 
the  greateft  facility  j  and  if  he  is  not  able  to 
deftroy  the  whole  of  the  repository,  he  will 
hide  the  reft  in  as  many  places  as  there  are 
pieces  in  the  hoard. 

Ijufl 
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I  juft  mention  thefe  animals,  rather  to  fig- 
nify  that  they  are  natives  of  this  country, 
than  to  attempt  a  defcription  of  them,  which 
is  already  well  known.  For  the  fame  reafon 
it  is  necelTary  to  add,  that  the  FiOier,  Martin, 
Mink,  Badger,  American  and  Alpine  Hares, 
Ground  and  Wood  Squirrels,  Ermines,  Muik 
Rats,   &c.    are  found  here. 

The  amphibious  animals  are  Beavers  and 
Otters.     The   ingenuity  of  the  former  in 
building  their  houfes,   flopping  the  current 
of  rapid  Creeks,  and  felling  large  trees,  can- 
not be  fufficiently  admired.     The  Beaver  is 
of  a  very  docile  difpofxtion,  and  when  taken 
young  and  properly  brought  up,  may  be  made 
to  difcover  a  very  faithful  and  affectionate  re- 
gard for  his  keeper.     I  once  pofleffed  a  young 
male  which,  after  a  month's  keeping,  would 
follow  me   about  like  a   dog;    and  when  I 
had  been  abfent  from  him  for  a  couple  of 
hours,  he  would  fhew  as  much  joy  at  my 
return  as  one  of  the  canine  fpecies  could  pof- 
fibly  do.     It  was  embarked  on  board  a  fhip 
in  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  arrived  in  England ;  but 
L  4  wa<? 
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was  foon  after  killed  by  an  Efqui'maux  dog, 
which  was  likewife  fent  home  as  a  curiofity. 

Birds  local  and  migratory. 

Thofe  who  winter  with  us,  are  a  few 
fpecies  of  the  Hawk  and  Owl  genus,  the 
Butcher-bird,  the  Magpye,  and  Raven,  the. 
Pheafant  and  two  kinds  of  Partridges : 
but  where  I  wintered  we  had  not  any  of 
the  Ptarmigans  which  are  fo  numerous  on 
the  fea-coaft  of  Hudfon's  Bay.  A  few  of 
them  are  however  to  be  found  more  to  the 
fouthward,  though  of  a  diminutive  fize. 

The  country  being  fo  well  fbred  with 
animals  of  the  larger  kind,  to  fupply  its  inha- 
bitants with  food,  it  is  but  feldom  the  fea- 
thered game  are  difturbed.  Notwithftanding 
which  they  are  far  from  being  numerous  : 
and  what  is  very  remarkable,  and  exhibits 
at  once  the  foftering  hand  of  the  God  of 
nature,  is— That  in  thofe  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, where  the  larger  animals  are  the  moll 
rare,  Partridges,  Rabbets,  Sec.  are  in  the 
greateft  plenty  ,•  whereas  in  thofe  parts  where 

the 
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the  Moofe,  Deer,  and  Buffalo  are  innumera- 
ble, fcarce  any  are  to  be  found. 

In  the  month  of  April  birds  of  paffage 
begin  to  vifit  thefe  countries.  Of  the  mi- 
gratory tribe  the  Eagle  is  the  firft  feen,  and 
from  which  the  month  of  March  takes  its 
name  among  the  Ne-heth-aw-a  Indians. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  fwans.  Geefe 
are  in  all  the  variety  to  be  found  in  any  other 
country  -y  as  the  large  Grey-goofe,  Canada 
Geefe,  Snow  Geefe,  Laughing  Geefe,  &c.- 
Ducks,  Loons,  and  every  other  kind  of 
aquatic  birds  that  are  to  be  met  with  in 
America,   are  likewife  found  here. 

An  ornithological  defcription  of  thefe  dif- 
ferent fpecies  would  not  only  intrude  upon 
my  daily  avocations,  but  is  an  undertaking  to 
which  I  candidly  acknowledge  my  abilities 
are  not  adequate.  All  I  have  propofed  to 
niyfelf  in  committing  thefe  remarks  to  pa- 
per, is  to  inform  thofe  who  wiih  to  be  in- 
formed, that  the  inland  parts  of  Hudfon's 
Bay  is  a  fine  country  j-^-is  amply  fuppiied  by 

nature 
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Nature  with  moil  things  fuffieient  for  the 
fepport  of  man  and  beaft,  either  in  a  wan- 
dering or  fettled  ftate,-— and  that  it  is  a  part  of 
the  world  which  has  long,  too  long,  been 
negledted  by  thofe  whofe  duty  to  their  coun- 
try, ought  to  have  urged  them  to  explore  it. 
If  this  had  been  done,  manifold  would  have 
been  the  advantages  which  wpuld  have  re- 
fulted  from  their  laudable  refearches.  Had 
this  been  done,  the  difcance  to  the  fouthern 
ocean  long  e're  this  might  have  been  afcer- 
tained ; — alliances  have  been  formed  with  un- 
known nations  of  Indians  ; — the  productions 
of  he  country  been  known; — and  perhaps  the 
certainty  of  a  north-weft  paffage  developed. 

Among  the  birds  of  paffage,  who  vifit 
us  in  the  fpring  are  many  of  the  fmall  vocal 
kind  $  which  for  beauty  and  diverfity  of  plu» 
mage,  and  the  fweetnefs  of  their  notes,  may 
vie  with  thofe  of  more  hofpitable  climes. 
many  of  thefe  little  fongfters  I  have  never 
feen  any  where  elfe.  I  believe  we  have  fe~ 
yeral  non-defcripts,  and  perhaps  fome  which 
are  peculiar  to  this  country  in  the  fummer* 

Among 
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Among   the   rarely-found    birds   here, 
Humming  Bird  deferves  a  plaec. 

FISH. 


All  the  fifh  we  were  able  to  procure  in 
the  winter  were  caught  in  lakes,  but  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year,  the  river  is  known  to  a- 
bound  with  exquifite  Sturgeon.  Thofe 
taken  in  the  lakes  were  Jack,  Guiniads, 
Perch,  and  a  very  bony  fifh  termed  by  the 
Bnglifh  in  thefe  parts  a  fucker ;  all  which 
are  excellent  in  their  kinds.  The  method 
of  fifhing  in  the  winter  feafon,  when  nature 
is  bound  up  by  the  durable  chains  of  intenfe 
froft,  is  by  letting  down  a  net  under  the 
ice,  which  is  done  without  much  difficulty, 
even  though  the  ice  fhould  be  fix  feet  thick, 
An  excellent  fifh  in  tafie,  and  in  appear- 
ance much  like  a  Herring,  was  caught  in  the 
river  with  a  hook  and  line  in  great  numbers. 
On  the  whole,  fifh  are  not  fo  numerous  in 
the  inland  parts,  as  in  thofe  waters  which 
join  to  the  fea :  however,  if  the  finny  crea- 
tion are  fcarce,  nature  has  made  up  for  this 

deficiency 
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deficiency -by  fupplying  a  redundancy  of  the 
larger  animals,  which  furnifh  both  food  and 
raiment  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 


Of  the  Indians,    their  Cnfiomsy    &c- 

The  Indians  who  come  to  our  Trading- 
houfes  in  the  parts  before  defcribed,  are  the 
only  ones  we  have  any  acquaintance  with,  and 
even  our  knowledge  of  thefe,  it  muft  be 
owned,  is  very  imperfedt.  Thole  who  have 
hitherto  refided  here,  have  been  too  much 
actuated  by  the  impetuous  defire- of  accumu- 
lating wealth,  to  allot  a  fmall  portion  of  their 
time  to  the  advancement  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge, and  indeed,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  I  have 
not  yet  met  with  one  who  had  any  more 
ingenuity  than  inclination  to  apply  himfelf 
to  a  fubjed:  which  had  no  immediate  prof- 
ped  of  advancing  his  pecuniary  concerns. 

On  the  other,  or  weflern  fide  of  the  Stony 
Mountain  are  many  nations  of  Indians,  ut- 
terly unknown  to  us,  except  by  Indian  in- 
formation,  which  we  cannot  enough  rely  on 

to 
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to  j uftify  us    in  advancing  for   fads,   what 
may,   perchance,    be   founded   in  error  and 
mifreprefentation.     All  I  can  fay  for  certainty 
is,  that  a  principal  nation  of  thefe  Indian's  is 
known  to  us  by  the  name  of  the  Snake  In- 
dians.    That  all  the  other  Indians  we  have 
received  an  account   of  go  to    war  againft 
them  every  fummer.     In  thefe  war  excur- 
fions  many  female  Haves  are  taken,    who  are 
fold  to  the  Canadian  traders,  and  taken  down 
to  Canada ;    contrary  to  the  maxims  of  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  people,  who  never  buy  them 
nor  give  any  encouragement  to  this  kind  of 
traffic.     It  maybe  faid  that  this  commerce 
encourages  the  Indians  to  make  war  on  each 
other  for  the  fake  of  felling  the  captures  : 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe.     It  is  no  more  in 
the  power   of  the   traders  to   hinder  them 
from  going  to  war,  than  it  is  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Michilimacinac,  who  does  all  in 
his  power  annually  to  prevent  it:  and  as  for 
the  captives    they   are  rather  happy  in   the 
change  than  otherwife ;  for  if  the  conquerors 
had  no  profped  of  making  a  profit  by  them, 
they  would  be  all  killed  when  taken;  but  by 
being  conveyed  to  Canada  they  are  taught 

the 
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the  principles  of  religion,  and  become  ufeful 
members  of  fociety. 

That   there  are  European   traders  fettled 
among  the  Indians  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
Continent  is  without  a  doubt.     I  myfelf  have 
feen  horfes  with  Roman  capitals  hurnt  in  their 
flanks  with  a  hot  iron,     I  likewife  once  faw 
a  hanger  with  Spanifh  words  engraved  on  the 
blade.    Many  other  proofs  have  been  obtained 
to  convince  us  that  the  Spaniards  on  the  op* 
pofite  fide  of  the  Continent  make  their  inland 
perigrinations  as  well  as  ourfelves ;   but  I  have 
have  been  told  by  one  of  thefe  Have  women; 
that  it  is  not  peltry  they  come  principally  in 
quefl;  of 

Thofe  Indians  from  whom  the  Peltries 
are  obtained  are  known  to  us  by  the  follow- 
ing names,  viz. 

The  Ne-heth-aw-a  Indians. 

The  AJfinne-poetuc  Indians: 

The  Fall  Indians. 

The  Sujfee  Indians. 

The  Black-feet  Indians, 

The  Paegan  Indians. 

The  Blood  Indians •; 

Of 
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Of  the   Ne-heth-aw-a  Indians. 

This  is  the  name  they  give  to  themfelves, 
and  their  language.     They  are  fcattered  over 
a  very  extenfive  country,  for  which  reafon 
they   do  not  appear   to  be  numerous,  but 
were  the  different  tribes  to  be  collected,   this 
nation  would  hold   much  greater  influence 
among  the  others  than  they  feem  to  do. — 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  Ochipawa  Indians, 
defcribed    by  Carver,    and    inhabiting   the 
countries  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  fprung  from 
the  fame  original  ftock  with  the  Ne-heth- 
aw-as.     The  great  affinity  of  their  language 
feems    to  confirm    this     conjecture  j    for   a 
perfon   acquainted    with   the   principles   of 
one  language,   can  without  difficulty  make 
himfelf  underftood  to  thofe  who  fpcak  the 
other.     Thefe  two  nations  have  always  been 
in  ftriCt  alliance  with  each  other,  and  many 
of  the  Ochipawas  live  in  apromifcuous  man- 
ner among  the  Ne-heth-aw-as,  and  upon  very 
friendly   terms    with    them,    their  country 
being   infinitely  fuperior  to  many  of  their 
northern  neighbours,  who  inhabit  a  much 
colder  track*  and  are  poor  in  the  extreme, 

Of 
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Of  all  the  different  nations  in  thefe  parts, 
whom  the  Europeans  have  found  out  to  vend 
their  commodities  to,  the  one  under  defcrip- 
tion  is   become   the   moll:   familiar.     Their 
country  being  the  loweft   down  on  the  river 
I  have  mentioned  before,  they  have  been  the 
longeil  acquainted  with  us,  and  confequently 
they  are  the  moft  debauched,  inervated,  and 
corrupted.     For,   as  I  have  more  than  once 
obferved,    we  have   hitherto   wofully  expe- 
rienced that  the  favage  race  have  always  ac- 
quired more  bad   qualities    than  good  ones 
from   their  intercourfe  with   Europeans.— 
.This  nation    in  particular   become   annually 
more  difficult  to  deal  with.     Fraud,  cunning, 
Indian  fineffe,  and  every  concomitant  vice,  is 
•  pradtifed  by  them,  from   the   boy  of  twelve 
years  of  age,    to  the  decrepid  and  infirm  old 
man  of  four-fcore.     Nothing  is   more  ap- 
plauded  by  them  than  fuccefsful  peculation. 
Drunkennefs  and  theft  are   diftinguifhed  ac- 
complifhments  among  all  the  nations ;  but  this 
people  {lands  foremoft  as  the  moft  degenerate. 


It  muft,  however,  be  underffood,  that  the 
foregoing  general  outline  of  the  Indian  cha- 
racter 
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rnfter  relates  more  particularly  to  their  over- 
reaching in  trade;  for  where  that  is  not  con-: 
cerned,  you  will  find  inftances  of  honefty 
and  fidelity  among  them  which  would  do 
honour  to  a  people  governed  by  the  wifeft 
laws,  and  reftrained  from  the  commiiTion  of 
every  enormity  by  the  force  of  religion; 

If  the  Savage   commits  murder,    robbery, 
crany  other  crime  of  an   injurious   nature^ 
the  pangs  of  a  guilty  confcience  may  probably 
upbraid  him  with  the  perpetration  of  the  fadfj 
yet  he  is  fo  far  from  fearing  corporal  danger 
from  that  fociety  whole  peace  he  has  dis- 
turbed, that  he  will  range  through  the  wilds 
of  a  pathlefs  country,  arid  feek  a  fubfiitence 
in  whatever  part  he  choofes,  without  fear  of 
retaliation  *   for  the  country  being  extenfive 
lie  finds   out   a  fpot    to  live  in  unmolested, 
where  the  offended  party  cannot,  or  dare  not, 
go  in  queft  of  hiixi; 

This  instance  of  Savage  liberty  is  juft  men- 
tioned to  exemplify  to  us  that  though  the 
Indian  is  guilty  of  taking  away  the  life  of 
a  fellow  creature,  though  he  glories  in  the 
commiiTion  of  dexterous  theft,  and  will  with- 
al out 
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out  remorfe  cxercife  every  injuftice  on  his 
neighbour  with  impunity;  yet,  as  he  is  not 
reftrained   by  divine  or  human  laws   from 
thefe  afts  of  outrage,'  nor  does  the  idea  of 
temporal  and  eternal  punimment  excite  com- 
punction in  his  mind,  furely  thefe  enormities 
are  not  of  fo  deep  a  dye  as  if  committed  by 
a    man,   whofe   mind   is   enlightened,   and 
who  is  fuppofed  to  have  a  more  juft  fenfe  of 
the  claims  of  fociety  and  the  injunctions  of 
religion. 

As  I  cannot  too  deeply  imprefs  the  idea, 
I  muft  again  repeat  that  the  greateft  peft  ever 
fent  into  any  country  to  render  miferable  its 
devoted  inhabitants,  never  could  exceed  the 
deftru&ive  introduftion  of  fpirituous  liquors 
among   the  Indians,     Almoft  every  imper- 
fection of  their  natures,  and  every  mifery  they 
undergo,  may  be  traced  up  to  this  baneful 
fountain.     It  is,  during  the  time  of  inebri- 
ation  that  the  murderer  lifts  the  bloody  knife, 
or  tomohawk,  againft  the  parent  or  friend ; 
it  is,   during  this  temporary  madnefs,  that 
long-paffed  injuries  and  forgotten  jealoufies 
ate  recalled  from  oblivion;   it  is  during  this 
fatal  intoxication,   that  orphans  and  widows 

are 
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are  made  friendlefs,  and  the  only  fupport  of 
a  large  family  laid  low  in  an  inftant.  Their 
Unconquerable  attachment  to  fpirituous  liquors 
keeps  them  in  endlefs  poverty ;  for  to  obtain 
it  they  even  fell  the  miferable  cloathing  off 
their  backs* 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  evil  ieems 
^rather  to  gain  ground  than  otherwife;    and 
can  -nevfer  be  effectually  remedied,  but  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  Traders  conjointly.     It 
would  certainly  be  a  laudable  undertaking; 
and  the  advantages  reverting   to  themfelves 
from  it  would  be  manifold.     Their  property 
and  fervants  would  be  more  fecure,    the  In- 
dians  by  increafing   in  numbers  would  pro- 
cure a  greater  quantity  of  ikins,  and  the  wars 
Which  ufually   fubfift  between   the  different 
Tribes,   would  be  left  frequent  and  bloody, 

As  a  Remarkable  inftance  of4  the  honefty  and 
fidelity  which  is  yearly  experienced  from  thefe 
Indians,  I  mention  the  following.— TheHud- 
fon's  Bay  traders  who  take  up  goods  into  the 
interior  parts,  annually,  have  occafion  to  em- 
ploy Indians,  as  well  in  carrying  up  the  ar- 
M   2  tides* 
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tides  they  barter  with  the  natives,  as  in 
conveying  down  the  furs  purchafed  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

An  Indian  with   his  wife  will  embark  in 
his  canoe  four  packs  or  pieces  of  iixty  or 
feventy   pounds  each ;  which  he  takes  down 
through  rivers  "and  lakes  unfrequented,  and 
known  perhaps  only  to  himfelf.     In  doing 
this  it  often  happens  that  no  other  canoe  is 
in  company,   and  he  confequently  has  the 
faireft     opportunity    poffible   of    going    off 
with   the   property  committed  to  his   care, 
Which  probably  would  enable  him  to  live  in 
affluence   for  years  to   come.       Nor  would 
there  be  any  poffibility  of  the  owners  difco- 
vering  his  retreat   if  he  choofes  to  abfcond. 
And  yet,  notwithftanding  the  temptation  is 
fo  great,   after  a  trial  of  fifteen  years,  it  is  a 
well-known  fad,    that  not  an   inftance  has 
tranfpired  of  any  embezzlement  being  made  : 
on   the  contrary,  the  whole  of  thefe   little 
cargoes,    are    delivered    up    with    as    much 
punftuality,  as  if  their  future  welfare  de- 
pended on  their  honefty.     The  only  reward 
*   for   this   fingular   fervice,    which  is  a  very 
confederable  faving  to  the  Company,   is  the 
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Value  of  fix  beaver  ikins,  paid  for  each  pack 
or  piece*  and  the  further  gratification  of  a 
fmall  quantity  of  Englifh  brandy;  which 
they  receive  on  their  arrival  at  the  fettlement. 

The  Indians  in  the  interior  country  are  well 
made,  and  well  featured ;  they  are  of  a  copper 
complexion,  and  few  diftorted  or  deformed 
objedts  are  found  among  thern.  Their  con- 
stitutions are  naturally  hale  and  diibrders  few. 
The  Venereal  difeafe  is  known  to  them,  but 
the  malady  is  not  fo  virulent  as  in  our  hemi- 
fphere  $  and  it  is  eafily  overcome  with  roots  of 
their  own  difcovery  which  they  apply  them- 
felves.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  dying  of 
the  diforder.  They  are  more  inclined  to  be: 
of  a  lean  habit  of  body  than  otherwife;  a  cor- 
pulent Indian  is  a  much  greater  curiofity  than 
a  fober  one.  This  may  in  a  great  meafure  be 
imputed  to  the  wandering  ftate  of  life  they 
lead,  which  requires  much  action,  and  fre- 
quent change  of  fituation. 

They  are   very  friendly  to  thofe  who  ad: 

with    propriety    towards     them ;     especially 

^hen   far  diftant  from  the  Trading-houfes. 

M   3  Every 
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Every  winter  the  fervants  of  the  Traders  will 
be  fcattered  all  over  the  country  among  dif- 
ferent bands,  and  come  in  to  their  employers 
in  th?  fpring,  without  the  leaft  violence  being 
pffered  to  their  perfons  ox  effe&s. 

An  Indian's  drefs  is  eompofed  of  a  pair 
of  ftockings  made  of  leather,  dreft  fine  and 
pliable  like  fhammy  ;  a  fort  of  loofe  jacket, 
with  fleeves  of  the  fame  kind  y  and  over  all 
he  throws  a  dreft  Buffalo  fkin  or  a  blanket, 
The  hair  of  the  young  men  is  tied  in  different 
forms,  and  their  fapes  fometimes  painted  ac- 
cording to  their  different  fancies,  but  the 
men  advanced  in  years,  feldom  p^int  their 
face,  or  tye  their  hair.  The  drefs  of  the 
women  differs  not  very  materially  from  that 
of  the  men.  When  they  can  get  cloth,  they 
make  a  pair  of  fhqrt  ftockings  of  it,  alfo  | 
kind  of  clofe  coat  and  fleeves  of  the  fame, 
with  a  blanket  or  Buffalo  fkin  over  all.  Caps 
are  very  feldom  worn  either  by  male  or  fe- 
male ;  but  a  dreft  Fifher  or  Otter  fkin  is  fre- 
quently put  round  the  heads  of  the  men,  the 
major  part  of  which  hsings  down  the  back. 

Thq 
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The  young  men  employ  the  greateft  part 
of  their  time  in  the  care  of  their  horfes,  and 
in  drefs  and  play.  The  country  being  fo 
Superabundantly  fiipplied  with  animals  for 
food,  little  of  their  time  is  required  to  pro- 
cure it.  In  the  fummer  feafon  they  either  go 
to  make  war  on  their  enemies,  or  ftay  at 
home  in  a  ftate  of  eafe  and  inaction. 

In  their  war  .excurfions,  the  old  men,  wo- 
men and  children  ftay  behind  in  a  place  of 
fafety  5  while  the  younger  part  of  the  tribe 
cautioufly  approach  the  confines  of  their  ene- 
my's country.  During  their  approach  they 
make  no  fires,  for  fear  of  their  adverfaries  dis- 
covering the  fmoke ;  and  they  travel  more 
in  the  night  than  in  the  day,  that  the  dark- 
nefs  may  favour  their  attack. 

When  the  encampment  of  the  enemy  is  dif- 
covered,  they  lie  in  ambufh  for  the  remainder 
of  that  day,  and  when  they  fuppofe  all  wrapt 
up  in  fleep,  the  flaughter  is  began  with  a  fe- 
rocity that  Indian  fury  could  alone  infpire. 
Men,  women  and  children  all  fall  promifcu- 
oufly  to  fatiate  the  warrior's  revenge,  and 
M  4  compenfate, 
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compenfate   the    lofs   of  deceafed    friends ; 
none  are  fpared  but  young  girls,   who  are* 
taken  captive  and  fold  to  the  Canadian  Tra-? 
ders,  and  become   thereby  more  happy  than 
their  Slaughtered  parents  had  ever  been. 

Notwithstanding  the  warrior  ufes  fo  much 
addrefs  to  find  his  enemy  unprepared,   yet  it 
fometimes  happens  that  he  is  discovered,  and 
a  fafe  retreat  becomes  impracticable.     In  this 
dilemma  both  parties  fight  with  great  bravery, 
each  fide  being  provided  with  coats  of  mail, 
made  of  many  folds  of  drefl  leather,  which 
are  impenetrable  to  the  force  of  arrows  :  they 
have   alfo  fhields,  made  of  undrefl   Buffalo 
hides,  which  they  fhift  about  in  the  time  of 
aelion   with   admirable   dexterity  and   fkill. 
If  but  one  man  is  killed,  the  engagement  is  at 
an  end,  and  thelofing  party  betake  themfelves 
to  flight,  to  lament  their  lofs  at  leifure.    Some 
campaigns  are  wholly  employed  in  Stealing 
horfes,    and  in  committing  depredations  on 
each  others  property  \    but  the  invader  often 
pays  with  his  life  for  his  temeritv. 
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Their  horfes  are  of  great   fervice  to  the 
Indians  in  thefe,  expeditions,   and  are  much, 
efteemed  by  them.     Many  of  the  men  fhew 
more  affedion  for  their  horfes  than  for  their 
wives.     The  horfes  bred  here  are  varioufly 
coloured,     like    our    Bnglifh    horfes,    and 
about  the  fize  of  thofe  found  in  the  north 
of  Scotland  and  the  Scottilh  ifles.  They  were 
originally  imported  by  the  Spaniards  on  the 
weffcern  fide  of  the  Continent,  and  it  is  but 
lately  that  they  have  become  common  among 
the  Nehethawa  Indians.     Many  broils  and 
animofities     among  the   natives,    originate 
from  a  deiire  of  being  in  poffeffion  of  thefe 
animals.     One  party  generally  commences 
hoftilities  by  itealing  the  horfes  of  their  ad- 
veriaries,   and  they  in  return  retaliate;    fo 
that  at    length   a  mutual  refentment  takes 
place,   and  war  becomes  abfolutely  neceffary. 

The  religious  ideas  entertained  by  the  In- 
dians of  thefe  parts,  like  thofe  before  de- 
fcribed,  appear  to  be  very  abftrufe  and  con- 
fufed.  '  They  feem  to  allow  of  a  Supreme 
Being  who  dwells  above,  and  whom  they 
fuppofe  to  be  the  author  of  every  bleffing 
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they  enjoy.     They  do  not  however  invoke 
him  to  protedl  them,   for  they  fay  he  is  too 
good  to   caufe  them  any  harm.     On   the 
other  h^nd,  the  evil  fpirit  they  admit  of,  is 
held  by  them  in  abhorrence  and  fear.     They 
imagine  that  through  his  malevolence  and 
contrivances,   they  are  perpetually  haunted 
by  misfortunes ;  and  they  conceive,  that  he 
grudges   them  whatever  they  enjoy.     They 
therefore  will  not  partake  of  any  thing  they 
fet  a  value  on,  without  firft  throwing  a  part 
into  the  fire  for  the  evil  fpirit.    Many  other 
fuperftitious  ideas  are  very  prevalent  amongft 
them;    but   they  are  too  Ample  to  merit 
notice.     The  undulating  motion  of  the  Au- 
rora Borealis,  is  fuppofed  by  them  to  be  their 
departed  friends,   who  are  rejoicing  in  the 
regions  of  the  blefled..     From  this  idea  they 
.feem  to  have  apprehenfions  of  a  future  ftate. 

The  Nehethawa  Indians,  like  the  tribes 
before  mentioned,  meafure  numbers  by  de- 
trads,  as  one  ten,  two  tens9  three  tens,  &c. 
and  49  would  be  expreffed  by  faying  4  tens 
and  9#  or  5.  tens  wanting  <?ne* 
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They  divide  the  year  into  thirteen  moons, 
which  are  all  expreffive  of  fome  remarkable 
event  at  the  time.  The  firft  moon  in  the 
following  lift  came  in  on  the  *2th  of  De- 
cember 1784,  and  was  called  by  them 
Pou-arch-e-kin-e-fhi(h.~ It    is    fo   named 

from  the  wind  blowing  the  brufli  from 

the  pine  tree, 
JCe-fha-peftiem— or  the  Old  Moon. 
Me-ke-fu-a-pefhem— ■ -or  the  Eagle  Moon  ; 

from  thefe  birds   appearing  about  this 

time. 
Nis-cau-pefhem— or  the  Goofe  Moon. 
A*theck-a-pefhem— or    the   Frog   Moon  * 

the  frogs  beginning  to  croak  about  this 

time. 
O-pin-e-  ou-wa-o-pefhem  —  fo    called  on 
account  of  birds  laying  their  eggs  about 

this  time. 
O-bas-ka-wa-ho-a-pefhem — on  account  of 

young  birds  being  fledged  at  this  time. 

O-pus-ko-a-pefhem — on  account  of  birds 
molting  their  feathers. 

Q-po-ho-a-pefhem — on  account  of  birds  tak- 
ing their  flight  about  this  time* 

O-noch* 


O-noch-a-ha-to-a-pefhem — on  account  of 
all  the  animals  of  the  deer  kind  rutting 
at  this  time. 

O-poon-a-ha-to-a-pcfhem — on  account  of 

the  rutting  feafon  being  over. 
Cus-cut-ta-no-a-pefhem- — on     account    of 

the  rivers  freezing  at  this  time. 
A-theck-a-peu-a-pefhem — on    account   of 

the  cold  caufing  rime  to  adhere  to  the 

trees* 

This   Indian  method  of  computing  time 
Is  very  palpably  founded  in  error,  and  can- 
not be  made  to  anfwer  to  our  year,  or  twelve 
callender  months,   which   bring  round  the 
year  exactly.     Whereas  the  Indian' compu- 
tation by  moqns  falls  fhort  eleven  days ;  con- 
fequently  the  moon  which  appeared  on  the 
1 2th   of    December    1784,     would   appear 
about  the  firft  of  that  month  in  the  follow- 
ing year,   and  fo  on,    having  annually  a  re- 
trograde motion  of  eleven  days.     Whether 
it  be  to  remedy  this,   or,   what  is  more  pro- 
bable,   that  they  really  think  the  year  con- 
iifts    of   thirteen    lunations,    certain   it  is, 
they  thruft  in  another  moon.     They  do  not, 
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however,  agree  among  themfelves,   relative 
to  the  number  of  days  each  moon  contains. 

The  language  of  thefe  people  is  concife,    . 
fmooth,    and  infinuating ;    and  fo  copious, 
that  by  one  word,   they  will  exprefs  an  idea, 
which  would  require  three  or  four  words  to 
explain  it,  in  the  French  or  Engliih  tongues. 
A  fudiciency  is  foon  acquired  to  make  onefelf 
underftood,   but  to  fpeak  it  with  a  fluent 
propriety,   requires  time  and  attention. 

Juglers  and  itinerant  doflors  are  held  in 
great  reputation  and  reverence  by  the  Indi- 
ans,  who  impute  to  divine  infpiration,   the 
bungling  performance  of  a  few  legerdemain 
tricks.     It  is  not  uncommon  for  thefe  jug- 
lers to  pretend  to  dive  into  the  abyfs  of  fu- 
turity ;   to  foretel  the  fuccefs  of  a  war  ex- 
pedition ;  and  very  gravely  to  point  out  the 
place  where   the  enemy  are  to  be  found. 
Thefe  gentry  are  always  pofleffed  of  more 
property  than  the  others,  every  one  making 
them  prefents  for  adminiftering  their  medi- 
cines,  which  confift  of  a  variety  of  pow- 
dered roots,  &c.    The  bag  in  which  the  holy 
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medicine  is  depofited,  is  held  in  particular 
Veneration,  and  it  would  be  an  unpardonable 
facrilege  for  any  woman  to  touch  it  5  for 
which  reafon  the  men  in  their  journies  bear 
themfelves  the  facred  repofitory* 

Some  of  thefe  curious  performers  of  de^ 
ception  will  pretend  to  lay  eggs,  and  fWal* 
low  wooden  pipe  Items,  as  large  as  walking 
fticks.    They  will  tell  you  very  ferioufly,  that 
they  are  able  to  make  rum,  tobacco,   cloth, 
&c.  but  whenever  we  put  their  dexterity  to" 
the  trial,   we  always  difcovered  the  decep- 
tion.    We  took  care  always  not  to  let  them 
know  that  we  had  done  fo,  for  fear  of  lower- 
ing them  in  the  efteem  of  their  credulous 
followers,    which    would    have  been   very 
mortifying  to  the  ingenious  performer. 

It  is  now  time  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
other  nations  in  the  lift;  but  the  account  I 
have  to  give  muft  be  very  concife,  as  we 
are  almoft  unacquainted  with  their  cuftoms 
conftitutions,  &c.  Our  knowledge  of  the. 
Nehethawas,  as  I  hinted  before,  being  the 
moft  perfed,  the  preceding  account  is  more 
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particularly  applied  to  that  nation.  The 
whole  of  the  information  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  in  regard  to  the  reft,  is  too  fuper- 
ficial  to  induce  me  to  attempt  a  minute  de- 
fcription  of  them. 


ASSINNEE    PoETUC. 


This  nation  is  thus  named  by  the  preced- 
ing one,  which  fignifies  in  their  language, 
the  Stone  Indians.  In  the  maps  of  North 
America,  where  the  refidence  of  thefe  in- 
coo-nita  is  faid  to  be,  a  nation  of  Indians  is 
marked  down,  called  the  Affinneboils ;  and 
this  is  the  name  by  which  the  Canadian. 
French,  ftill  continue  to  call  them.  But 
it  is  a  certain  fadT:,  that  when  the  French 
poflefled  Canada,  they  never  named  any  na- 
tion of  Indians  with  propriety.  The  laft 
defcribed  people  they  termed  Crees;  but  their 
reafon  for  doing  fo  is  only  known  to  them- 
felves,  unlefs  it  was  from  the  Ochipewas 
calling  them  Criftineaux ;  which  may  pro- 
bably be  the  cafe. 

Th* 
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The  nation  under  defcription  is  a  detached 
tribe  from  the   Naudavviifees   on   the  river 
Miffiffippi,    mentioned  in  Carver's  Travels* 
who  anciently  feparated  from   the  general 
flock,  on  account  of  fome  ihteftine  commo- 
tion. At  prefent  thefe  tribes  are  declared  ene- 
mies   to    each   other ;   yet  their   language 
from  the  bail  information,    has  undergone 
no  material  alteration.     The  Aflinee  Poetuc 
ktt  pretty  numerous,   and  are  fcattered  over 
a  great  extent  of  country.     They  bring  many 
peltries  to  the  traders,   and  are  a  principal 
fupport  to  the  commerce.     A  large  party  of 
thefe  Indians   ufed  to  go  down  annually  to 
York  Fort  on  the  coaft  of  Hudfon's  Bay  * 
but   fince   the  -Hudfon's   Bay  and   Canada 
traders  have  penetrated  fo  far  inland,   they 
are  too  well  {applied  with  the  things  they 
want,  on  the  fpot,    to  perform  a  Voyage  fo 
long,  and  attended  with  fo  many  iriconveni- 
encies.     In  thofe  days,  however,  they  were 
much   better  off  than  they  are  at  prefent ; 
as  they,   like  too  many  other  tribes,  are  de- 
generating daily,  through  the  frequent  ufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors,    aad  other  debaucheries. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Indians  have  always  been  in  Uriel  al- 
liance with  the  Nehethawas. 


Fall  Indians. 

This  nation  is  thus  named  by  us>  arid  by 
the  Nehethawa  Indians,  from  their  inhabiting 
a  country  on  the  Southern  branch  of  the 
river,  where  the  rapids  are  frequent.  As 
they  are  not  very  numerous*  and  have  a 
harm,  gutteral  language  peculiar  to  them- 
felves,  I  am  induced  to  think  they  are  a 
tribe  that  has  detached  itfelf  from  fami 
diftant  nation,  with  which  we  are  not  as 
yet  acquainted. 

In  this  people  another  irtftance  occurs  of 
the  impropriety  with  which  the  Canadian- 
French  name  the  Indians.  They  call  them 
gros  ventres,  or  big-bellies;  and  that  with- 
out any  reafon,  as  they  are  as  comely  and 
as  well  made  as  any  tribe  whatever ;  and  are 
very  far  from  being  remarkable  for  their 
corpulency^ 
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They  feem  not  yet  to  be  initiated  into  tne 
manner  of  hunting  beavers,  dreffing  the 
&ins,  and  killing  the  fmall  peltries,  for 
they  bring  nothing  to  us  but  wolves,  which 
they  take  by  a  variety  of  contrivances. 

Though  we  have  interpreters  for  all  the 
other  Indian  languages,  none  as  yet  have 
been  able  to  attain  a  competency  of  this  to 
make  themfelves  underftood  ;  and  the  gene- 
ral method  of  converfing,  is  by  fpeaking 
the  Black-foot  tongue,  which  is  agreeable, 
and  foon  acquired. 


The  Susee  Indians-. 

Though  this  nation  have  a  language  fn- 
tirely  to  themfelves,  and  which  no  others  can 
learn,  they  are  very  few  in  number,  being  no- 
more  than  a  fmall  tribe  which  has  feparated 
from  the  main  body,   and  now  harbour  in 
fome  country  about  the  Stony  Mountain, 
where  they  keep  to  themfelves,  for  not  many 
have  as  yet  appeared  at  any  of  the  trading- 
houfes.    Thofe  who  occafionally  vifit  us  are  a 
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crafty  deceiving  fet,  much  given  to  theft  and 
intoxication.  Though  their  tribe  is  fmall, 
they  cannot  live  in  amity  with  their  neigh- 
bours ;  for  the  lad  fummer,  a  number  oi 
them  fell  upon  an  encampment  of  Blood 
Indians,  whom  they  were  at  peace  with, 
and  mod  of  the  men  being  abfent,  they 
inhumanly  butchered  feveral  women  and 
children,  which  it  was  expe&ed  would  bd 
feverely  revenged  the  firft  opportunity, 

Thefe  Indians  are  lazy  and  improvident; 
they  bring  us  very  few  peltries,  and  thofe 
ill  drefh  Wolves  fkins  are  their  chief  com- 
modity. Their  women  are  the  moft  or- 
dinary of  any  I  have  feen,  but  they  are  all 
liberal  of  their  favours,  when  a  perfon 
has  wherewithal  to  pay  for  them.  They 
retain  a  clofe  allianee  with  the  Nehethawas', 
rather  to  profit  by  their  prote&ion*  than  for 
any  mutual  efteem,  fubfifting  between  them. 
Their  language  is  equally  difagreeable  and 
difficult  to  learn ;  it  rather  refembles  the 
eonfufed  cackling  of  hens  *  than  the  ex- 
preffion  of  human  ideas  j  yet  one  of  our 
interpreters  has  attained  a  fufficiency  of  it 
N  %  m 
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to    anfwer    the  purpofe   of    trading 
them. 


with 


The  Black-foot,  Paegan,  and  Blood 
Indians. 


Thefe  Indians,   though  divided  into  the 
above  three  tribes,    are  all  one  nation,   fpeak 
the  fame  language,    and  abide  by  the  fame 
laws  and  cuftoms.     For   what  reafon  they 
are  thus  denominated,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  difcover,   but  they  go  by  no  other  name 
among    the    Nehethawas.      They  are   the 
moft  numerous  and  powerful  nation  we  are 
acquainted  with  ;   and  by  living  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  enemies  country,   are  the  prin- 
cipal   barrier   to  prevent   their    incurfions. 
War  is  more  familiar  to  them  than  the  other 
nations,    and  they  are  by  far  the  moft  for- 
midable to  the  common  enemy  of  the  whole. 
In  their  inroads  into  the  enemies  country, 
they  frequently  bring  off  a  number  of  horfes, 
which  is  their  principal  inducement  in  going 
to  war. 
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Thefe   people  are  not  fo  far  enervated  by 
the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  as  to  be  Haves 
to  it;   when  they  come  to  trade  they  drink 
moderately,    and  buy  themfelves  neeeffaries 
for  war,  and  domeftic  conveniences.     They 
annually   bring  a   good  quantity  of  fitins 
to   the   traders,   but   a  greater  number  by 
far  of    wolves.      All   thefe  tribes   have  a 
cuftom  peculiar  to  themfelves,   which  is  the 
cutting  off  the  joints  of  their  fingers,  be- 
ginning with  the  little  finger,   and  taking 
off  a  joint  as  often  as  fuperftition  prompts 
them.     I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  far 
certain  the  caufe  of  this  fingular  cuftom, 
nor  did  I  ever  ohferve  any  but  the  old  men, 
that  had  their  fingers  thus  mutilated. 

They  behave  very  friendly  to  thofe  of  our 
people  who  pafs  the  winter  with  them,  and 
none  of  them  have  as  yet  received  any  in- 
jury under  their  protection  either  in  their 
perfons  or  effecls.     The  people  of  this  na- 
tion will  eat  no  kind  of  water-fowl,    am- 
phibious animal,  or  fifh.     Their  chief  fub- 
fiftance  is  the  flefh  of  buffaloes,    the  deer 
fpecies,  and  likewife  vegetables.    Their  lan- 
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guage  is  not  very  grateful  to  the  ear  ot  a 
Granger,  but  when  learnt,  is  both  agree- 
able and  expreffiye. 

I  have  been  at  fome  pains  to  procure  a 
fpecimen  of  the  languages  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned nations,   and  have  fucceeded  in  all, 
except  that  of  the  Snake-Indians.     The  an- 
nexed table  may  perhaps  be  acceptable  to 
thole  who  are  curious  in  that  line.     The  ex- 
ad  orthography  of  the  words,    according 
-to  an  Englishman's  pronunciation,  may  be 
depended  on,    having  received   them  with 
great  care,    from  the  mouths  of  the  natives 
themfelves. 

It  frrikes  me  as  a  matter  of  no  fmall  cu- 
riofity  to  obferve  the  multiplicity  of  genuine 
Indian  languages  to  be  met  with  in  this 
weftern  hemifphere;  perhaps  not  half  of 
them  are  mentioned  in  the  given  fpecimen. 
I  know  of  other  tribes  to  the  fouth-eaftward 
and  northward  of  us,  who  fpeak  other  lan- 
guages, but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  them. 


Before 


A   SPECIMEN   of  fundry  Indian   Languages  fpoken 
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i  the  Inland   Parts  of  HUDSON'S   BAY,  between   that  Coaft  and  the  Coaft  of 
CALIFORNIA. 


Ne-heth-a-wa3  or 

Englifh  Names. 

Ka-lif-te-no. 

An  Eye 

Ske-lhic 

A  Pair  of  Stockings 

Yie-tas 

A  Shirt 

Pau-pau-ke-wi-an-a-fau 

gi 

A  Knife 

Vlo-co-man 

A    Tobacco-pipe 

Wuf-pwog-an 

A  Hat 

Ta-tuf-tin 

A  Pair  of  Shoes 

Mef-ke-fin-er 

Tobacco 

Sheef-tem-mou 

A  Rabbit 

Wau-pus 

A  Gun 

Paf-ke-fa-gnn 

Brandy  or  Rum 

Sku-ta-wap-pue 

Gunpowder 

K.af-ka-tew 

Eall 

Mo-fwor-iinnee 

A  Hatchet 

Chic-a-ka-gan 

A  FiJe 

Kif-kim-man 

A  Dog 

At-tim 

Fire 

Scu-ta 

An  arrow 

At-tuce-er 

A  Bow 

Aa-chap-pey 

A  Pot 

Min-ne-quog-an 

Beads 

Me-ke-fuc 

Cloth 

Man-ne-to-a-gan 

A  Florfe 

Mif-tut-tim 

A  Kettle 

Uf-keek 

Shot 

1  Af-fin-nee 

An  Ice  Chi/.zel 

Af-fif-wy 

A  Handkerchief 

Tap-pif-cog-gan 

A  Scraper 

Man-ne-twe-as 

A  Comb 

Sic-co-hoan 

A  Fair  of  Mittins 

Ef-tif-uc 

P;,int,  i.e.  Vermillion 

O-thum-min 

An  Awl 

Uce-katch-ic 

Rings 

At-chan-is-uc 

A  Powder  Horn 

Pe-che-pe-quon 

One 

Pi-ac 

Two 

Ne-fhu 

Three 

Nif-to 

Four 

Na-ou 

Five 

Ne-an-an 

Six 

1  Un-coot-a-wa(h-ic 

Seven 

I  Ta-pu-cQ 

Eight 

I J-ay-nan-na-ou 
1  Ke-cat-me-tar-tuc 

Nine 

Ten 

•Metartut 

Uce-ker 

U-ke-no-iis-o-bun 

VTeen 

Chun-nobe 

Wap-pau 

Hump 

Chan-dee 

Muf-tinge 

Chu-tung 

Min-ne-wong 

Chock-ney 

•jude 
Oce-o-pa 
Yume 
Shong 

Wau-hin-dip 

In-tar-feep 

Emin-e-ar-ta-ki 

O-ay 

Shin-nunte 

Shu-gar-tung 

Cha-ger 

Mug-ga-chude 

Pit-ta-hay 

Nump-imb 

Wau-hin-dig 

Im-bar-gidge 

Nvm-pin-dib 

Wau-lhus 

Tar-hifp 

Num-fo-kin-dar 

Tau-hay 

O-jin 

Nomb 

Yar-min 

Tope 

Starpt 

j  Sharp 

Shar-co 

Shark-noh 
Nam-pe-chonk 

'  Wee-kee-chem 


Nun-nec-fo-on 
Nun-nor-tor 

weed-thu-it 
VVarth 
Pe-chou-on 
Ti-u-it-te-ter 
Nub-o-on-er 
Cheef-ou-on 

Cutf-i-er 

Nuts 

Hidth-er 

Cutf-i-er-notce 

Oh-en-orce 

Oh-er-er 

Hudth-er 

U-fit-ter 

Utce-ee 

Bart 

In-au-un 

Can-ar-ti-u 

Nau-odth-i-u 

Wau-ce-hoth 

Ma-ja-a-tian-au 

Cha-chu-chi-o-noche 

Thou-wau 

Same  as  fhirt 

Won-ut 

Char-i-uh-ay 

Node-thoth 

Na-olth-i-cr-in-o 

Bay 

Tha-ith-e-te-an 

Ne-nis 

Kar-ci 

Neecc 

Narce 

Ne-an 

Yau-tune 

Ne-te-ar-tuce 

Ne-far-tuce 

Nar-fwar-tuce 

An-har-be-twar-tuce 

Met-tar-tuce 


Black  Foot  Indians. 


Wap-pif-pey 

At-chis 

E-ftoke-fo-char-fim 

Ef-to-un 

Ar-qui-in-e-man 

Af-che-mo-gan 

Atch-ee-kin 

Pif-tar  can 

Au-chif-tau 

Nar-mi 

O-key 

Chatch-o-patch 

Aa-wauk-fo-bun 

Kuk-far-keen 

She-fhar-ne-ter 

Ame-tou 

If-ehey 

Ap-pif-fey 

Kitf-nar-mi 

Meek-(him-no-coce 

Com-on-e-crif-to-man 

Shic-a-pif-chey 

Pin-ne-cho-me-tar 

If-key 

Ar-fope-fey 

S  um-mo-to-ke-mar-chis 

No-kin 

Match-ee-cun 

Mar-ke-kin-arch 

No-chich-ey 

Au-fun 

Mo-kis 

Sap-pe-kin-if-cho-fin 

Utf-fcin-ner 

Tokef-cum 

Nar-tokef-cum 

No-hokes-cum 

Ne-fwe-um 

Ne-fit-twi 

Nay 

Kitf-ic 

Nar-ne-fwe-um 

Pick-fee 

Kee-pey 


Se-nou-woh 
Sift-Ier 

Si-cho-we-cher 

Marih 

Mif-tu-tey 

Sif-cau 
Me-cut-chin  cr 

Til-te-tha 

To 

TU-te-the-tuf-er 

Til  the-the-tan-ny 

Chilthe 

Til  te-the-te-co-fey 

T/ey 

Coo 

Hil-tun-ney 

Tar-ney 

Uce-chit-ler 
Che-we-fey 
Che-che-nun  to-er 
Uf-faw 


Seef-ul-er 

U-wil-twey 

Char-uc-ee-chey 

Se-ut-ee-fer 

U-ti-el-ee-cher 

Chalthe 

See-lar-o-tar-ny 

.  .  a 

Ut-te-gar 
Uk-ke-er 
Tau-key 
Ta-chey 
Cu-cel-ter 
Uce-tun-nee 
Che-che-ta 

'ar-titch-ey 
Ke-cutch-ee-gar 
Cu-neefe-nun-nee 
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Before  the  fatal  attack  of  the  fmall  pox, 
which  broke  out  in  the  year  1 781,  all  thefe 
nations  of  Indians  were  much  more  nume- 
rous than  they  are  at  prefent,  By  this 
dreadful  vifitation,  which,  as  before  obferved, 
was  general  throughout  the  Indian  country, 
it  is  computed  that  at  lead  one  half  of  the 
•inhabitants  were  fwept  off  by  it. 


±r. 


A  brief  Account   of  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Trade,  carried  on  among  the  afore- 
faid  Indians,. 

Trade  with  the  beforementioned  Indians, 
is  carried  on  by  the  fervants  of  the  Hudfon's 
Bay  Company,  and  alfo  by  feveral  merchants 
from  Canada.  The  extraordinary  perfeverance 
of  the  latter,  through  numberlefs  difficulties, 
augmented  by  continual  carrying- places,  ex- 
tenfive  lakes,  and  rapid  rivers,  have  penetrated 
into  this  diftant  country  in  order  to  fupplant 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  who  formerly 
divided  very  confiderable  profits  from  the 
jN"  4  .exclufiye 
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exclufive  monopoly  of  this  lucrative  branch 
of  trade.  At  prefent  thefe  profits  are  con- 
siderably diminifhed  ;  for  while  their  expen- 
ces  are  augmented  in  a  ten-fold  proportion, 
ppon  an  average  of  former  years,  their  im- 
ports of  furs  are  confidently  leffened,  and 
their  exports  of  fundry  articles  of  mer- 
chandize are  increafed,  they  being  obliged 
to  trade  upon  a  higher  ftandard  than  here- 
tofore, tq  keep  pace  with  their  opponents, 
who  would  otherwife  outfell  them. 


In  entering  on  this  account  it  will  be  need- 
ful to  repeat  many  circurnftances  that  have 
already  been  noticed.  But  as  the  further 
elucidation  of  the  fubjedl  requires  it,  I  hope 
the  apparent  tautology  will  be  excufed. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  Governor  of  Yorfc> 
Fort, which  was  the  Company's  principal  efta- 
blifhment  in  the  Bay,  annually  fent  home  at 
lead  thirty  thoufand  fkins,  and  maintained  no 
more  than  twenty-five  men,  at  very  low 
wages  ;  at  prefent  that  place  has  upwards  of 
one  hundred  men  at  it,  who  have  increafed 
falaries,   and  it  fends  home  no  more  than 

twenty 
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twenty  thoufand  fkins,  upon  an  average, 
from  itfelf  and  four  fubordinate  fettlements  ; 
and  thefe  are  procured  at  an  expence,  which 
a  few  years  back  would  have  been  looked 
upon  as  next  to  an  annihilation  of  their  com- 
mercial exiflence. 

It  is  an  uncontrovertable  fad!:,  that  fince 
the  French  have  evacuated  Canada,    the  fur 
trade  from  the  inland  parts  of  Hudfon's  Bay, 
has  been  carried  on  to  a  greater  extent  than 
ever  it  was  before;  for  the  Company,  who  till 
then  confined  themfelves  to  the  fea-fhore, 
knew  nothing  of  the  numerous  nations  in- 
land; and  thefe  again  knew  as  little  of  them: 
that  the  Company,    notwithstanding  they 
had  obliged  themfelves   by  their  charter  to 
explore  the  whole  of  their  territories,  con- 
fined themfelves  within  a  fmall  circle.    They 
confequently  did  not  exert  their  influence  to 
procure  peltries,   or  to  augment  the  con- 
fumption  of  Britifti  manufactures,   by  any 
other  methods  than  through  the  channel  of 
a  very  few  Indians,  comparatively  fpeaking- 
Thefe    Indians    however,     brought   down 
enough  to  enrich  a  few  individuals,   whofe 
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intereit  it  was  to  prevent  too  great  an  Influx 
of  furs,  which   would  not  only  lower  the 
price   at   market,    but  probably  open  the 
eyes  of  an  injured  commercial  people.     In 
the  days  I  am  alluding  to,   the  port  of  York 
Fort  was  furrounded  with  nations  of  Indi- 
ans entirely  unknown  to  the  traders  of  the 
Company ;    and  they  would  have  remained 
in  the  fame  ftate  of  ignorance  to  this  day, 
had  they  not  been  awakened  from  their  re- 
veries by  the  unfurmountable  perfeverance 
of  a  few  Canadian  merchants,    who  found 
them  out,   through  obftacles  and  impedi- 
ments attended  with  more  danger  and  per- 
gonal hazard  than  a  voyage  to  Japan. 

Since  that  time  their  affairs  have  under- 
gone a  material  change  in  thefe  parts.    The 
Canada  merchants  annually  fend  into  the  in- 
terior country,   for  the  Indian  trade,    about 
forty  large  canoes  of  about  four  tons  burthen 
each,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  goods 
are  conveyed  to  thofe  Indians  who  ufed  to 
fend  their  furs  down  to  Hudfon's  Bay,   by 
the  Indian  carriers,  which  did  not  amount  to 
half  the  quantity  at  prefent  procured.     So 
that  by  this  inteferenceof  the  Canada  traders, 

it 
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it  is  evident,  that  many  more  peltries  arc 
procured  and  imported  into  England,  and  a 
greater  quantity  of  its  manufactures  con- 
fumed  than  heretofore  ;  and  when  it  is  fur- 
ther confidered,  that  thefe  goods  are  of  a 
very  inferior  quality,  which  perhaps  would 
hardly  find  a  fale  elfewhere,  this  extenfion 
of  the  trade  will  appear  an  objedt  not  very 
inconliderable. 

By  the  profecution  of  this  commerce  from 
Canada,  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  found 
themfelves  effe&ually  fupplanted  on  the  fea- 
ihore,  the  natives  being  fupplied  inland 
with  every  conveniency  for  war  and  domeftic 
ufes.  This  induced  the  Company,,  in  the 
year  1773,  to  begin  their  inland  voyages, 
fo  that  the  Canadians  from  Canada  and  the 
Europeans  from  Hudfon's  Bay  met  together, 
not  at  ail  to  the  ulterior  advantage  of  the 
natives,  who  by  this  means  became  dege- 
nerated and  debauched,  through  theexceffive 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  imported  by  thefe 
rivals  in  commerce. 
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It   however   muft  be   owned,     that    the 
Hudfon's  Bay  traders  have  ingratiated  them- 
felves   more  into  the  efteem  and  confidence 
of  the  natives   than  the  Canadians,     The 
advantage  of  trade  is  evidently  on  their  fide  ^ 
their  men-,    whofe  honefty  is  incorruptible, 
being  more  to  be  depended  upon.    In  propor- 
tion  to  the  goods  imported,    the  Company 
export  a  greater  quantity  of  furs,   and  thefe 
in    better   prefervation,     and    confequently 
more  valuable.     Their  unfeafonable  parfi- 
many    has  hitherto  been  proved  very  fa- 
vourable to  their  Canadian  Opponents  ;  as 
the  accumulated  expences  attending  fo  dif- 
tant  an  undertaking  would  overbalance  the 
profits  of  the  latter,    if  the  exertions  of  the 
Company  were  adequate   to   the  value   of 
the  prize  contended  for. 


The  Hudfon's  Bay  fervants  being  thus 
more  in  poffeffion  of  the  efteem  of  the  na- 
tives, they  will  always  have  the  preference 
of  trade  as  long  as  this  conduct  continues. 
Another  great  advantage  in  their  favour  is* 
fhai  the  principal  articles  of  their  trading 
goods  are  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  thofe  im- 
ported 
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ported  from  Canada.  I  would  not  by  this  in- 
sinuation infer,  that  the  goods  fent  inland  from 
Canada  are  not  good  enough  for  the  Indian 
trade ;  no,  I  well  know  that  the  worft  ar- 
ticle imported  is  good  enough  ;  but  while 
they  have  to  contend  with  people  who  fend 
goods  of  a  fuperior  kind,  they  evidently  lie 
under  a  difadvantage ,  and  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  for  the  intereil  of  the  Canada 
merchants  to  fupply  goods  of  an  equal  if 
jiot  fuperior  quality  to  their . adverfaries,  .at 
every  poft  where  they  have  thefe  formidable 
rivals  to  oppofb  them. 


The  great  imprudence,  and  bad  way  of 
living  of  the  Canadian  traders  have  been  an 
invincible  bar  to  the  emolument  of  their 
employers.  Many  of  thefe  people,  who 
have  been  the  greateft  part  of  their  lives  on 
this  inland  fervice  among  favages,  being 
devoid  of  every  focial  and  benevolent  tie, 
are  become  flaves  to  every  vice  which  can 
corrupt  and  debafe  the  human  mind  ;  fuch 
as  quarrelling,  drunkennefs,  deception,  &c* 
From  a  confirmed  habit  in  bad  courfes  of 
this  nature,    they  are  held  in  abhorrence 

and 
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and  difguft,  even  by  the  Indians,  who  finding 
themfelves  frequently  deceived  byfpecious 
promifes,  never  intended  to  be  performed, 
Imagine  the  whole  fraternity  to  be  impreg- 
nated with  the  fame  failing,  and  accord- 
ingly hold  the  generality  of  the  Canadian 
traders  in  deteftation  and  contempt. 


On    the    contrary,    the    fervants    of  the 
Hudfon's  Bay   Company,  imported  princi- 
pally from  the   Orkney   Jffes,   are  a  clofe, 
prudent,    quiet  people,   ftridly  faithful   to 
their   employers,    and    fordidly    avaricious. 
When  thefe  people  are  fcatterred  about  the 
country  in  fmall  parties  among  the  Indians, 
the  general  tenor  of  their  behaviour  is  con- 
ducted with  fo  much  propriety,    as  not  only 
to  make  themfelves  efteemed  by  the  natives, 
and  to  procure   their  prote&ion,    but  they 
alfo  employ   their  time  in  endeavouring  to 
enrich  themfelves,   and  their  principals,   by 
their  diligence  and  unwearied  affiduity.     By 
this  prudent  demeanor  among  the  Indians, 
notwithftanding  they  have  annually  expofed 
themfelves  to  all  the  dangers  incident  to  the 
trade,    for    fifteen  years    paft,     they   have 

not 
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not  fuflained  the  lofs  of  a  man;  and  the 
principal  advantage  of  the  Company  over 
the  Canadian  traders,  is  more  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  laudable  efforts  of  their  fervants,. 
than  even  to  the  fuperior  quality  of  their 
goods. 

While  the  Canadian  fervants  are  fo  far  from 
being  a&uated  by  the  fame  principles,  that 
very  few  of  them  can  be  trailed  with  a 
fmall  aflbrtment  of  goods,  to  be  laid  out 
for  their  mailers  profit,  *  but  it  is  ten  to  one 
that  he  is  defrauded  of  the  whole  by  com- 
merce with  Indian  women,  or  fome  other 
fpecies  of  peculation.  By  this  and  various 
other  means  which  lower  them  in  the  eyes 
of  the  natives,  as  before  obferved,  they 
are  become  obnoxious  to  the  Indians,  their 
faith  is  not  to  be  relied  on,  nor  their  ho- 
nefty  confided  in;  fo  that  fcarce  a  year 
elapfes,  without  one  or  more  of  them  fall- 
ing vidtims  to  their  own  imprudence,  at  a 
time  when  fatal  experience  fhould  teach 
them,  that  a  condud:  guided  by  caution  and 
difcretion  ought  to  be  the  invariable  and 
uniform  rule  of  their  behaviour. 


It 


-ill 


(       212       ) 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  many  of  theft 
people  are  poffeffed  of  abilities  capable  of 
aggrandizing  their  mafters,  and  promoting 
their  own  welfare.  They  are  very  apt  at 
learning  the  Indian  languages,  and  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  the  neceffary  Indian  cere- 
monies, as  well  as  cuftoms  to  be  obferved 
In  profecuting  the  trade  ;  but  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  obfervation,  I  have  fcarcely 
found  one  of  them,  who,  for  his  abilities, 
honefty,  integrity,  and  other  neceffary  qua- 
lifications, could  beantitled  to  the  denomi- 
nation of  a  good  and  faithful  fervant. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  but  that 
they  are  excellent  canoemen,  and  labour 
with  furprizing  dexterity,  and  inimitable 
patience,  in  their  long  inland  voyages ;  and 
even  when  their  provifions  fail  them,  they 
bear  their  misfortunes  with  fortitude.  Rut  at 
the  fame  time  it  muft  not  be  admitted  that 
they  are  the  only  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  who  are  capable  of  performing  thefe 
voyages  and  undergoing  the  fatigues  of  them. 
Though  fuch  may  be  the  fentiments  of  their 
employers,   let  thefe  gentlemen  for  a  while 
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look  round  them,  and  furvey  without  pre- 
judice the  inhabitants  of  our  own  hemi- 
fphere,  and  they  will  find  people  who  dfre 
brought  up  from  their  infancy  to  hardfhips, 
and  inured  to  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther from  their  earlieft  days ;  they  will  alfo 
find  people,  who  might  be  trufted  with 
thoufands,  and  who  are  too  much  famili- 
arized to  labour  and  fatigue  to  repine  under 
the  preifure  of  calamity  as  long  as  their  own 
and  their  mafters  benefit  is  in  view.  I  will 
further  be  bold  tofay,thattheprefentfervants 
of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  may  be  led 
as  far  inland  as  navigation  is  practicable, 
with  more  eafe  and  fatisfadion  to  the  owners 
than  the  fame  number  of  Canadians.  The 
former  would  be  always  honeft,  tradable, 
and  obedient,  as  well  from  inclination,  as 
from  fear  of  lofing  their  prxuniary  expec- 
tations 5  whereas  the  latter  being  generally 
in  debtj  and  having  neither  good  name,  in- 
tegrity, nor  property  to  lofe,  are  always 
neglectful  of  the  property  committed  to 
their  charge*  and  whenever  difficulties  arife, 
there  is  never  wanting  fome  among  them  to 
impede  the  undertaking. 

0  1  have 
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I  have  been  led  into  the  foregoing  digref- 
ilon,  from  the  frequent  encomiums  I  have 
heard  paffed  on  the  Canadians,  as  the  only 
people  for  this  bufmefs;  but  having  had  four 
years  experience  of  the  general  tenor  of 
their  conduct,  I  thought  myfelf  entitled  to 
give  my  fentlments  on  the  fubjed:,  and  to 
fay  fomething.  in  regard  to  thefe  MeJJiears 
Voyageurs. 

The  Canadian  merchants  have  formed 
themfelves  into  a  United  Company,  and 
carry  on  a  very  extenfive  bufinefs  over  an 
unlimited  extent  of  country,  among  Indians, 
who  are  hoftile  and  declared  enemies  to  each 
other  j  and  this. branch  of  the  Canada  trade 
is  by  no  means  the  feaft  valuable  appendage 
to  that  province.  This  Company  alone, 
without  counting  thofe  adventurers  who 
trade  in  the  parts  which  be  adjacent  to  the 
Miffiffipi,  &c  annually  procure  above  one 
thoufand  packs  of  fine  peltry,  each  weigh* 
ing  ninety  pounds.  They  find  employment 
for  a  great  number  of  men  under  the  deno- 
mination of  guides,  voyagers,  clerks,  in- 
terpreters, &e.  -,  befides  which,   they  give 

bread 
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bread  to  a  number  of  neceffitous  artifts  and 
labouring  people  aboutMontreal,  who  fubfift 
principally  by  the  continuation  of  this 
commerce. 

In  the  year  1787  they  obtained  out  of  this 
river  three  hundred  and  three  packs. 

During  the  fame  year  the  Hudfbn's  Bay 
traders  had  twenty  canoes  of  twelve  packs 
each  -  240 

And  twenty  Indian  canoes  carrying  four 
packs  each,   at  ftventy  pounds  80 

Which  were  equal  to  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  French. 

So  that  if  the  Canada  traders  had  the 
commerce  of  this  river  entirely  to  themfelves* 
they  would  draw  as  much  from  it,  as  would 
be  equal  to  one  half  of  their  prefent  returns. 
The  fame  year  the  Canada  merchants  trans- 
ported into  the  fame  river  fix  hundred  pieces 
of  goods  about  ninety  pounds  each  j  whereas 
the  HudfonVBay  people  fent  no  more  than 
two  hundred  and  forty  pieces  of  about  feventy 
pounds  each;  which  plainly  points  out  to  us 
©  %  the 
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the  great  ceconomy  which  is  ufed  on  one  fide, 
and  the  enormous  expenditure  on  the  other. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  plan  purfued  by 
the  Canada  merchants,  requires  a  great  part 
of  their  goods  for  the  ufc  of  the  men. 
This  appears  an  argument  of  confequence ; 
yet  to  obviate  it,  we  muft  confider,  that 
the  difference  in  the  force  of  Engiiih  brandy, 
and  what  is  called  high  wines,  will  more 
than  overbalance  the  reduction  advanced  to 
the  men  ;  for  a  keg  of  Britifli  fpirits,  when 
adulterated  for  fervice,  will  only  make  three 
kegs,  whereas  a  keg  of  high  wines  when 
mixed  for  the  Indian  trade,  will  make  five 
kegs  ;  fo  that  what  it  requires  to  mix  thirty 
kegs  for  them,  we  with  ours  can  have  fifty 
kegs. 

Since  I  have  embarked  in  the  Canadian 
employ  I  have  frequently  obferved  a  profufe 
expenditure  of  goods  made  to  Indians,  for 
very  frivolous  ends,  or  more  properly  for 
no  end  at  all  -,  which  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge is  not  pradiifed  m  the  other  fervice. 
This  pra&ice  is  productive  of  nothing,  but 
the  corruption  of  the  Indians,  and  the  tempo- 
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porary  flattering  promifes  of  thofe  who  receive 
them ; '  for,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  the 
advantages  of  trade  annually  preponderates 
on  the  fide  of  the  Kudfon's  Bay  Company. 

Thofe  who  feel  the  weight  of  this  expen- 
five  undertaking,  rnuft  certainly  join  with  me 
in  acknowledging,  that  a  frugal  ceconomy  is 
not  only  commendable,  but  neceffary,  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  property ;  perhaps  had 
this  plan  been  purfued,  fame  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  ftill  continue  the  bufinefs,  might 
at  this  day  have  enjoyed  their  eafe  and  inde- 
pendence, by  the  fruits  of  a  commerce,  which 
has  obtained  for  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  richefl  in-p 
corporated  bodies  in  England, 

The  maxim  of  fuffering  the  Canadian  . 
traders  to  run  fo  deeply  in  debt,  appears  to 
be  founded  in  error,  and  prejudicial  to  the 
affairs  of  their  employers.  Thefe  fellows, 
who  are  loft  to  every  principle  of  moral 
reditude,  become  loofened  from  all  attach- 
ment to  the  fervice ;  they  are  intent  on  nothing 
but  their  own  peculiar  eafe  and  convenience ; 
O  3  they 
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they  are  carelefs  of  the  property  en  trailed  to 
them,     unambitious  in   the  performance  of 
their  duties,    impatient  of  all  order  and  de- 
corum, difobedient  to  the  initrudtions,  and 
Infulting  to  the  perfons,  of  thofe  who  employ 
them.     They  cannot  be  trufted  in  any  trading 
party,    for  they  will  expend  the  goods  they 
have  with  them  on  women  and  trifles,  ima- 
gining themfelves  out  of  the  reach  of  all 
law ;    and  there  feems  to  be  very  few  worthy 
,of    truft  among   them,     but  fuch   as   have 
wages  in  their  employers  hands. 

My  good  wiflies  for  the  profperity  of  the 
Canadian  fervice  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  help 
fubmitting  with  all  due  deference  to  fuperior 
abilities,  the  following  expedients  which  oc- 
cur to  me,  but  which,  moft  probably  may 
never  be  put  in  execution. 

To  make  the  Company  truly  refpedable, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  put  in  it  their  power 
to  render  the  province  of  Canada  of  greater 
consideration  to  the  mother  country  than  it 
is,  they  mould  be  legally  admitted  to  the 
fights,  immunities,  and  privileges  of  a  char- 
tered 
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tered  Company;   and  if  it  were  practicable, 
they  mould  be  united  with  the  prefent  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  Company,    as  we  have  feen  an  old 
and  new  Eaft  India  Company  united  and  in- 
corporated in  one  joint  body  of  merchants. 
And  perhaps  fuch  a  junction  might  not  be  un- 
acceptable to  the  Hudfon's   Bay  Company, 
who,   for   fo  many   years,    have  tailed  the 
fweets  of  -monopoly. 

I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  nothing  is  re- 
quired but  intereft  and  proper  application  to 
bring  about  fome  plan  of  this  nature.  The 
magnitude  of  the  object  would  juftify  the  ex- 
periment ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  many 
refpeftable  perfons  would  be  found  to  pa- 
tronize an  adventure,  which  would  put  the 
proprietors  in  poneffion  of  a  greater  extent 
of  territory  than  what  is  inhabited  by  all  the 
.  ChrifKan  States  in' Europe. 

I  again  repeat,  that  great  improvements  are 
to  be  made,  and  much  wealth  acquired  from 
the  feas  about  Hudfon's  Bay;  and  likewife 
that  full  as  much  remains  to  be  done  inland  j 
but  while  affairs  are  carried  on  in  thofe  parts 
of  the  globe,  upon  the  fame  footing  they 
O  4  are 
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are  at  prefent,  there  is  a  probability  that  all 
thefe  countries  will  remain  as  utterly  unknown 
to  the  world,  for  ages  to  come,  as  the  regions' 
within  the  Polar  Zones, 

I  am  fufficientiy  aware  of  the  intereft,  ap- 
plication,   time,    perfeverance,    and  expence 
neceffary  to  bring  about  a  matter  fo  difficult 
and  complicated  in  all  its  parts,   as  the  im- 
portant matter  above  hinted  at ;   but  a  thing 
once  begun  is  more  than  half  compleated ; 
and  it  behoves  thofe  who  are  peculiarly  con- 
cerned therein,   and  know  the  utility  of  the 
objed,  to  make  that  beginning.     No  period 
in  my  opinion,  can  be  more  favourable  than 
the  prefent,     When  fo  many  fair  provinces 
have  been  wrefted  from  the  mother  country, 
on  the  fame  continent,  it  is  our  duty  to  point 
out  every  feafible  method  by  which  the  parent 
Hate  may  cheriffi  and  bring  to  perfection  the 
remainder. 
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(       221       ) 


Journal  of  a  J  ourkey  from  Montreal 
to  New  York,  in  the  year  1788. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1788,  I  left  my 
wintering  ground,  where  I  had  been  about 
four  years ;  on  the  8  th  of  July  arrived  at 
the  Great  Carrying-place  on  Lake  Superior  • 
on  the  15th  of  September  reached  Mon- 
treal; and  on  the  25  th  of  the  fame  month  I 
took  my  departure  from  that  city  to  travel  to 
New  York, 

September  25,  1788,  I  left  Montreal,  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  defirous  of  pur- 
fuing  the  fame  rout*  About  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  traverfed  over  to  La  Prairie,  a 
fmall  village  about  two  miles  above  Mon- 
treal. 

26th,  Hired  a  cart  and  two  faddle  horfes, 
to  proceed  with  our  baggage  towards  St. 
John's,  through  a  wretched  country,  the 
roads  being  very  bad,  and  the  land  very  un- 
promifing*     The  town  of  St.  John's,  which 

is 
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is    eighteen   miles  diftant  from   La  Prairie, 

makes  a  very  formidable  appearance. '  Here 
were  to  be  feen  a  fhip  of  eighteen  guns,  and 
another  of  twenty-two,  with  feveral  other 
■  fmall  craft,  which  were  employed  in  Lake 
Champlain  during  the  late  war,  A  ihip 
called  the  Washington,  of  16  guns,  alfo  lies 
here,  and  which  wa§  taken-  from  a  part  of 
the  American  army  under  .the  command  of 
General  Arnold,  The  kmz  day  we  took 
boat,  and  proceeded  about  five  miles  on  the 
lake. 

27th.  The  wind  being  unfavourable,  we 
went  but  fifteen  miles,  and  then  made  for  the 
fhore,  and  put  up  at  the  houfe  of  a  Mr. 
Barran,  a  ferjeant  in  the  44th  regiment. 
His  houfe  was  very  prettily  fitted  up  ill  the 
Englifh  file,  and  is  by  much  the  neateft  I 
have  ken  among  the  country  fettlers. 

2  8  th .  Left  the  houfe  of  our  very  holpitable 
landlord,  but  the  wind  being  ftill  contrary, 
we  did  not  proceed  above  fix  miles. 

?9?h» 
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29th,  The  wind  becoming  favourable, 
we  made  a  good  ftretch  in  the  Lake  until! 
twelve  at  night,  which  brought  us  to  Ti- 
conderoga.  We  had  paffed  by  Crown  Point  in 
the  night. 

30th.  From  Ticonderago  we  proceeded 
about  thirty  miles  farther  to  Skeenfborough, 
the  eftate  of  General  Skeene,  which  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  on  account  of  his  adherence 
to  the  royal  caufe.  Here  a  faw-mill  and  four 
houies  are  credited. 

Lake  Champlain  is  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  in  length  from  St.  John's  to  Skeenf- 
borough.  Its  direction  is  about  N.W.  and  S.E. 
and  it  is  feldom  above  two  miles  wide,  exceptat 
the  wideft  part,  the  middle  of  it,  which  is  com- 
puted to  be  twenty  miles  over.  About  twenty- 
eight  miles  from  St.  John  s  is  the  extent  of  the 
Britifh  territories  in  this  quarter ;  all  the  re- 
mainder of  the  lake  belongs  .to  the  United 
States.  At  fourteen  miles  from  St.  John's  is 
Ifle  au  Noix,  a  fmall  ifland,  very  well  adapted 
to  command  the  channel  of  the  lake,  but  it  is 
at  prefent  in  a  ruinous  Hate,     It  ftill  however 
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stains  a  finall  garrifbn,  part  of  the  60  th  regi- 
ment, for  the  fake  of  regulating  the  trade 
let  ween  Canada  and  the  United  States,  Ex- 
dufive  of  this  garrifbn,  there  is  a  brig* 
mounting  eight  carriage  guns,  Rationed  within 
the  American,  lines  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

As  we  palled  Crown  Point'  in  /die  night  I 
can  %  nothing  of  that  ancient  French  fortrefs* 
Ticonderoga  is  a  rocky  point,  and  by  its 
fitnation  effechially  commands  the  pafiage  of 
the  Me.  it  appears  tq  have .  once  been  a  place 
of  confiderahle  ffcrengih,  hat  it  is  at  this 
time  much  neglefitedL 


Immediately  oppofite  is  Mount  Indepen- 
dence 1  a  lofty  point,  where  feme  fortifica- 
tions have  formerly  been  eredted.  Between 
thefe  two  forts  the  Americans  built  a  tern* 
poraiy  bridge  to  impede  the  paffage  of  the 
King's  troops  from  Canada ;  but  the  forts 
being  evacuated  on  the  approach  of  the  troops, 
the  bridge  was  fawn  very  leifurely  in  pieces. 

A  traveller  in  paffing  thro7  lake  Champlain, 
is  rather  diftreflei,  when  he  lands*  with  the 
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variety  of  currency  in  the  -country  ;  for  on  the 
Canada  end  of  the  lake  the  dollar  is  valued  at 
fire  (hillings;  on  the  North  fide,  which  is  in 
the  ftateof  New  York,  it  is  reckoned- at  eight 
{hillings  ;  and  on  the  South  fide,  which  is  ia 
the  ftate  of  Vermont,  at  fix  {hillings. 

OAober  1.  Agreed  with  a  Mr.  M'Kinly, 
for  the  uie  of  his  waggon  from  hence  to  Al- 
bany, beingfeventy  fotir  miles,  for  eight  dollars 
We  went  from  Skceiriborough  to  Fort  Ann, 
through  the  woods,  on  horfe-back,  a  trad  of 
twelve  miles,  where  we  found  our  waggon  ; 
and  proceeded  the  feme  day  to  Fort  Edward, 
twelve  miles  farther,  through  a  very  good 
goad. 


2d.  Continued  our  route,  and  put  up  a£ 
Still  Water.  Had  there  good  accommodations, 
and  a  civil,  agreeable  landlady. 

3d.  About  nine  in  the  morning  we  ar- 
rived at  Albany,  through  a  moil  agreeable 
country.  From  Skeenfborough  to  Fort  Ann, 
the  road  is  exceeding  bad,  and  leads  through 
a  trag  very  little  cultivated.     The  peafants 
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arc  very  intelligent  and  improve  their  farms 
with  apparent  induftry.  The  land  produces 
in  great  abundance  Indian  corn,  potatoes, 
water  melons,  pumkins,  &o.  and  the  fineft 
timber  I  ever  beheld.  As  we  advanced  to- 
wards Albany  the  roads  became  better,  the 
ground  more  cultivated,  and  the  buildings 
made  a  more  refutable  appearance. 

From  Fort  Edward  towards  Still  Water 
the  appearance  bf  every  thing  ftrikes  the  eye 
of  a  ftranger  \|dth  pleafure,  as  he  beholds 
a-  beautiful  country  under  the  hand  of  im- 
provement y  a  Briton,  however,  in  palling, 
cannot  but  fymWhize  with  the  unfortunate 
General  Burgoyn^,  and  his  brave  followers, 
who  unhappily  became  captives  at  Saratoga. 

At  Still  Water  we  faw  a  regiment  of  Ame- 
rican militia  manoeuvring,  to  the  apparent 
fatisfaclion  of  their  officers,  but  in  our  opi- 
nion they  cut  a  forry  appearance  indeed! 
Their  guns  were  old  and  rufty,  and  the 
cloathing  of  this  motly  troop,  confifted  of 
every  fhape  and  colour,  that  was  ever  known 
or  invented.     Some  wore  cocked  hats,  fome 
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flapped  hats,and  lome  no  hats  at  all.  The  major 
part  of  them,being  juft  taken  from  the  plough, 
Hooped  down  as  though  they  were  admiring 
their  fhoe-ftrings.  Some  were  clad  in  waift- 
coats  without  fleeves  ^  but  by  much  the 
greater,  part  of  them  had  their  carcafes  inclofed 
In  horfeman's ,  coats,  -fimilar  to  thofe  worn 
by  Hackney-coachmen. 

We  palled  the  houfe  and  mills  of  General 
Scuyler.  They  have  been  lately  rebuilt,  hav- 
ing formerly  been  defiroyed  by  General  Bur- 
goyne's  army.  The  water  of  Hudfon's  river 
was  very  low,  and  we  crofled  it  four  times 
in  our  waggoh,.  between  Albany  and  the 
New  City.  Albany  is  computed  to  contain 
iive  hundred  houfes,  moftly  of  brick,  fomeof 
which  are  tolerably  well  built.  The  greater 
part  of  the  inhabitants  are  low  Dutch.  It 
lias  an  Englifh  church,  a  preibyterian  meet- 
ing houfe,  and  another  for  the  Dutch.  It 
is  but  a  folitary  place,  and  the  people  do  not 
feem  to  be  very  fociable.  At  the  time  I 
was  there,  no  hard  money  was  to  be  got  j 
and  paper  money  fuffers  a  difcount  of  eigbt 
per  cent,  all  over  the  province. 

O&ober 
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October  4.  We  left  Albany  and  embarked 
an  board  a  floop  configned  to  New  York,  but 
had  not  continued  the  voyage  above  three 
miles,  before  the  veffel  got  aground  on  the 
fhoals,  where  we  remained  four  days  in  much 
diftrefs,  ftriving  every  tide  to  difengage  our~ 
felves  without  effect. 

7th.  We  left  the  veffel,  and  embarked  on 

board  another,    called   the  Arabia,    • -~ 

Wyncoop,   mailer. 

8th.  We  this  day  paffed  the  new  Towii  of 
Hudfon,  about  thirty  miles  below  Albany* 
This  to wa  is  a  Handing  monument  of  human 
induftry,  being  entirely  built  fince  the  con- 
cluiion  of  the  war.  It  is  beautifully  fitu- 
ated  on  an  elevated  Situation,  has  many  ex- 
cellent buildings,  and  bids  fair  to  rival  Al- 
bany for  trade,  in  a  few  years;  particularly  on 
account  of  its  being  fftuated  below  the  ihoals. 
It  cannot  contain  lefs  than  two  hundred  houfes, 
the  firft  ftone  of  which  was  laid  in  1784. 


A  very  excellent  floating  machine  is  erecfted 
for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  up  the  fand  from 
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the  bed  of  the  river,  but  the  contractor  for 
the  job  has  made  very  little  progrefs,  not- 
with ftan ding  it  is  two  years  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  undertaking. 

The  famous  Hudfon's  river,  which  we 
find  fo  much  extolled  in  defcriptions  of  this 
country,  appears  to  me  not  to  merit  the 
praife  given  of  it.  The  diftance  from  New 
York  to  Albany  is  one  hundred  and  fixiy 
miles,  and  no  farther  is  this  river  navigable 
for  veffels  of  any  burthen  :  and  even  in  this 
diftance^  veffels  drawing  eight  foot  water 
meet  with  much  difficulty  in  certain  places. 


8th.  and  9th.  We  had  light  airs,  which 
prevented  us  from  making  much  way.  The 
country  is  all  along  beautifully  fettled,  and 
makes  a  pretty  appearance  from  the  water. 
Chefnuts,  walnuts,  and  apples,  are  fo  plenty, 
that  travellers  help  themfelves  en  pa//a?2twith~ 
out  ceremony.  Cyder  is  the  ufual  drink 
among  the  country  people,  but  I  cannot  fay 
much  in  its  commendation.  The  peafantry, 
as  I  remarked  before,  are  hofpitable,,  intel- 
ligent,   and  inquifitivc,    but  are  rather  grip- 
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ing    on    travellers,     particularly    the    Low 
Dutch. 

10th.  This  day  we  had  a  fine  breeze  of 
wind  which  foon  conveyed  us  to  the  city  of 
New  York  •  a  place  too  well  known  to  re- 
quire any  defcription  here. 
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